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George Pitt, Jan. Efq; 

Member of Parliament for ShafAon 
in the County of Dorfet. 



S I R, 

TH E honor of your pro- 
tefbion calls for my moft 
grateful acknowledgments. The 
feme gratitude which iE n e a s 
felt when he feid to his royal 
Protedlrix : tfr^e domofocias — 
do I feel, Sir, for the feme be- 
nefits ; 

Grates perfolvere dignas 
Non opis eft mftra — • 
X^i tibi—pramia dignaferant — 

A 2, 1 con- 



DEDICATION, 

_ I congratulate you, Sir, on a 
moft amiable chara£ter, founds 
ed on a juft discharge of all the 
relations you bear* Your public 
virtues are above my flrengthj 
and only to enumerate your 
private ones, would carry me 
beyond the bounds of a modern 
dedication. Avoid, Sir, (if you 
know how) the fentence that 
is pafled on one whom all men 
ihall fpeak well of. I am, 

SI R, 

Your moft obliged 
^nd moft devoted 
huipble fervant^ 
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RE AD E R* 



r^IiE reputation of Mr. Paschal^ au-^ 
f bor, of the folkwin^ Letters^ is Jb welt 
inpwff to the learned worlds that nothing 
I can fay €an add any fbing to bis fame. 
His works are bis befi vouchers^ and among fi 
thofe^ tbe fflkrwing Xjetters relating to the 
Jefuits have alnjoays had the precedence. 

^e author of the Spe^ators and of the 
hadfs Library recommends Mr. Paschal to 
the peruful of our EngUJb hadies. Andy it is 
with pleafure^ J believe^ that fucb refom^- 

A3 * mendation 



■meft'dation hfH Vivr'-r/V injtueuit amtmg ihg 
^fair f€x\ ifi famViei wbeh pt^iy; ingenuiff^ 
cr good pnfe remain. • • ^ ^ 

'My author /in the vrigmaf;'ivattts no dd- 
huate : but it is neceffary to fay fomething 
'9/ his tranjlatori i and why an EngKJh ttanf- 
' latiqn'is at ibis time offered to tbeiioorld, • 



V 



Our author was in fo great efieem that ^e 
meet with the Jirfi tranjlation Into Latin^ 
which was thought the heft expedient to convey 
theje letters to the learned world. 

'The learned foon found that the fub}^ 
(tbitb Mr. Paschal's method of treating it) 
nvould he of univerfal benefit, this induced 
other tranflaiors to diffufe (by the ittojl known 
languages of Europe) antidotes to tbepoijon- 
ous maxims propagated by the Jeftdts. Tbii 
produced an Italian^ aSpanip, andlafiofall 
an Bnglijh tranjlation. 
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' / have been induced to give the public unenv 

•[rarijlation] becduft the old one is now ouiof 

^*iv.. .* _>.•). prtnt^ 



to ithq READER. 

w^i4frn,; d^d^x» ^la^iji^ 0f thf fr<ffifi0sr 
bat rut ihferted tbed^fem^oftbe^tyfe^fh X^(. 
tety and has omitted the Utter to father As" 

/jjj^ti ^nmkMiM^ ^frf^ded .latefy^ 
r.i^:^: Cburfb and Stttfefromjefa^tic^lfrfqif. 
rimi, that the Jfefi pens and the grt^tefi. au- 
ibofily tfane keen et^oygd to fu$prefijke>ff* 
Jf Jc/m hut contribute nrf mite tofofalutary 
ign «*</,.. I pretend to no better J^h^ for 
,4rm^Ungjbe piiblic, 

Imufi confefs^ that tkmgb M^* P^aschal 

is no Jefuit^ yet it is plain enough from his 

'l^tptrs that kt is a Jirenuous Papiji, ^ I 

kave taken no notice^ in the body of (be letten^ 

\ 0f tbofe f laces wherein be differs from the 

,43krcb of England I I Jhall take occafion 

iere to mention the two grand points in which 

they vary^ viz. The Pope*s Supremacy^ and 

^rof^uff^aptiation. 
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J. Whoever reads the learned Doff or Isaac 
M^dMLrnvnthe Pope's Supremacy i or the Rev. 
DoEtmr. Tmap^ Qaiiti*imm>KrH^ or DoBor 

A 4 RoMK%^ 
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Rogers^ on t£ifi Jiil^fi ^i^l meet. With 
fi^eint rfi^ni to J^inifrm'^Mr^'PAsviajt 
in thoje fm^ ^riide^.^ ^^tl fimM Bt^^kA 
to pi'ri ^Mk ^a shs nJii/s own adh'mty, io 
coj^m the d»^ine »f^ tie Qm-tb ff Ef^- 
iandy as fat ai if rdatet /» the My ^&uiba>>^ 
rift. mnd>, if t wifiake nst^ may h 'done i» 
bis won words y a^ibofe vobich he epudn 
from St, I'tfoMAs, imir x^ii. p. 3<V9^ J i*.. 
"St, fsosijs'^iid M^. PmcBjn, ioti^dhm 
that the fenfes are the fureji meditmi fijudgf 
ivitb certainty of all fucb things as come 

within their cogmsMihc)f. • . . ' v 

. • • ... 

^J}e wards are tb&fe,*' Faith, reajbn, snJ 
the fenfes haw ea^b their dijirgxt dj^Ss^ 
&cr And of the pifes be f^i : ^ JVe 
ought to take that for the truefenp of Scrips 
ture, which agrees with the faithful report 
if the fenfes. And to do ^thenioife would 
not only render tht Scripture lefs ^eneratk, 
but expofe it to contempt y and exclude all 
entrance into the Church J* fag. 31 a. /. 
II. V For faBs are to be prwed by m^ 
thing but the fenfes.'' pag. 3 1 a. 7. 23. . 
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{which itnports a real and total change of the 
bread and wine into tie real body and blood 
of Christ) cannot be true : for either this 
Tranfubflantiatron is a matter of foB^ or it 
is not ; if it is not a matter of fa£fj then 
there is no Traf(fiibJtantiation^ and the difpute 
is about nothing j if it is a matter oj f(iB^ 
it is fubfeSled to ojur fenfes ; which infuch ca^ 
fes\ as is granted ^ove^ are the proper judges. 
But our fenfes {with all their requijite powers 
ahmt them) confiantly afferi that thef fee^ 
fmellj' -touchj and taft^ nothing hut true br^ad^ 
in the holy Eucharijl. I thought it.pr$pgriQ 
fay thus much^ becaufe I think Mr. Paschal's 
principles will fjpport me herein^ and as t 
take Ms authority to be good in other cafes^ I 
hope it will have ifs weight in this. 

What I fay here is only to declare mine 
own opinion^ and not to provoke any difputes^ 
which I ahfbhteJy decline. 

But td return tfi bis Lttifri, the ten 

Letteri 
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Letters of the firft volume^ ivere written to # 
friend in the comtrfA (be fa^e^s follow. 
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\09$ the term »£xr fowM^ 
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Letter II. 



On SUFFJCtSNT GRACE. 



■■i 




Letter IIL 

On the injuftice^ abfurdity, and num 
of the cenfure pronounced againfi Mr. Ak- 

Letter FV. , 

* On ACTUAL GXAct, and ^ns of >^- 
noranfe. 

Letter V. 

On the new morality of the Jefiuts. Their 
doBrine of probability, of fafling, their ton- 

Henipt of the holy Fathers, 

Letter 
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Ji^ authority^ of fbf. Qoj^i, Quncih, and 
P<5^^x ^/«</?i/ Ay /i&^ Jefuits. Their do&rine 
relating to lindngs^ prujisi monis^ andjfer^ 
vants. Hbejiory of Joni^ d^Alba. 

* ■ 
Letter VIL 

l^e doSlrine of direSing the intention^ 

duels and manjlaughter permitted. Occajions 

where priefls and monks may kill. Whether 
'a, yefuit may kill a Janfenijl. 

Letter VIIL 

Maxims relating to the judges^ ufurers^ 
of fhe contraSi MouArzA^ brankrupts^ refii-^ 
tuttony &c. 

Letter IX. 

I ; Falff depptim to the blefed^ v^^«c ^^• 
,;uimb,it$on^ invy% g^uttj^^ % J^iui^i^oc^timr^n^ 

tal referoation^ liierJiesM^owM.U, ^Wf^Jk^ 
^ are 



P R E FA C E 

are maids ^ drefsy gaming^ an eajy method /* 
bear mafs^ 

LfiTTEk X. 

- Of penance ^ confeffibn^ fathfa^ion, i^Jb^ 
lutian, the next accc^ns tfijin. Of contrition 
and the love of God. 

VOL. 11. 

I 

^e eleventh^ t^elfth^ thirteenth^ fojir^ 
teentby fifteenth^ and fxteenth Letters ar4 
written to the Jefuits in general. 

N. B. ^be defence of the twelfth Letter^ 
containing twenty feven pages ^ was never till 
^nowtranfktedintoEnglifh. ^befubjeSisfolloii^ 

Letter XI. 

^at raillery is proper to refute ridiculous 

errors. But, precautions are to be obferv^ 

id. Mr. Pa sc ha l obfcrves thofe precau^ 

tions^ the Jefuits do not. Some impious buf* 

I fooneries 



to the RE A D EH. 

J^ooneries of father L k Mo ine^ and father 

Letter XIL 

Refutation of the Jefutts quibbles about 
4ilmS'giving andjimony. 

Letter XIII. 

I ..." 

^bat the doSirine of Lmssius on hom-, 
fide is the fame with that of Fjctoriji. 
Small dijlance between speculation and prac- 
tice, ^he diJiinSiion between Jpeculatim and 
jffraSiice mil not jujiify the Jefffits, 

Letter XIV. 

Itbe maxims of the Jefuits upon homicide, 
rejuted by the fathers of the CSmrch. A r#- 
fly (en paflant) to fame calumnies, ^he pro^ 
feeding of the Jefuits compeared mth that 
eftablijhediy law, 

^he Jefuits declare calumny to be no fin ^ 
find foake ufe of ft fo decry their enemies. 

Letter 
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gdnft certaia ntfonb^-iul^^py'^P'^X 

> ■ - jr.. , • - . - • ■ - ^ . ,. . - .J^ «. 

^Thfaoentemtb wtd tighteentb Lmers art'^ 
written U the Rev, father A if t^Ar- Jefidt 
mdcon/^faf" t9 the: Kit^. ' ' 









N. JBf. Ftf/i&^r jiNNAT compofed a trea^ 
iife^ tntitledy The bonefty of the Janfenifis^ 
&c. To which Mr. Paschal replied-, but 
bis repfyj containing twelve pages, is omit-- 
ted in our did ^nglijb tranjl^tion. 
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Letter XVIL 
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fbat there is no berefy. in the Churchy 
7'hat by the unanimous confent of all divines^ 
{and particularly the Jefuits) Popes, andge^ 
neral Councils^ are not infallible in Slj^Jlions 
of fa&. 
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to tKe H E^iD E R. 
LETTgR xvni. 

jW^ bere^ m the Qturckt more ijifuineii^ 
prmied frmi father An HAi*s. tfym^npiea'i 
fhat fenfe which the Jefuits pv( to Jah-^^ 
SMNivs is cmdemned by all, ^Cbe difference 
betvieen matters i^ rij^t and matters of fi0. 
Itittt in matters of ft^ tee ought rather to 
trufi to our fenfes, than to atvf human idt* 
tbority whatever^ 
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Mr. PASCHAL, 

Written by. his Sifter 

Madam F ER I E R. 



MY brother was born at * Cleriiiioftt, oil 
the 1 9th of June, in the year 16235 
my father's name was Stephen Paschai/, 
a Prefident in the Court of Aids, the name 
of my mother was An ton i a Begon. As 
foon as my brother knew the ufe of fpeech he 
fhewcd feveral figns of an extraordinary ca- 

• Clermont in Auvergne^ 

:VoL. 1. a pacity. 
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ii TfeeXiFB of 

pacityi by little repartees which be brought 
in very k propos, but ftill mere lemark^y 
by the queilions he would put concerning 
the nature of things^ to the great Turprize of 
all who heard him. This hopeful beginning 
was anfwered by uninterrupted fuccefs j for 
by degrees as he grew up his reafon acquired 
greater ftrength^. fo that his underftanding 
greatly exceeded that of one of his years. 

By my mother's deaths which happened 
in the year i6£6| at the time my brother 
iitas but three years old, my father ^fading 
himfelf left alone gave more application to 
ihe concerns of his family, and as he had no 
other fon, this title of only fon, together with 
the very remarkable proofs he difcovered of 
the genius of the child, created fo g;reat att 
aifedion for him that he could never refolv# 
upon trufling his education to any other, but 
determined from that inflant to inftrudfc him 
iiimfelf, which accordingly he did : £ot my 
brother was never entered of any college 
nor had any other mafter. but my father. 

In the year 16319 my father retired t9 
Paris^ carried us all thither with him^ aad 
fixed his habitation there. My brother, wfan 
yms but eight years old, received a gneat ad« 
vantage by this rietfeat, in r^rd to the defig^ 
. - I my 



Mr. PAStMAL. Si 

laml^i ^^ beyorid all diffmte he (roold ne^ 
f er havfe bften able to have taken thrftme car* 
^Mil i*t tbe protiifce whbf e thfe txeoiitionof 
^fe ccdp^ihiirtdtif. and the tontitmal refoit c^ 
Gdmpany coiiiing tx^ him, muft have great J;f 
kfterrapted his kitended undertaking : bat al 
Faris he wisis cnftircly at liberty. His wholi 
flpplicali&n was beilowed on educating hit 
fon^ in which he had all the fbccefs that 
tduld hi e%pe6ted from the aiSduity of as ca« 
j^ble and afiedUoRate a father as it i$poiEbla 
Ibr any itaah ever to be. 

His principal maxim in the child's^ ednca* 
iiofit wa6 to gain him a fupcriority over what 
Ife wa^ employed about, and for this reafbn 
ht wolild not begin teaching him Latin, dU 
he W16 twelve years of age, that fa he might 
itcquire it with the gk-eater facility « 
' Doring this interval he never fufiicred him 
le^ be kile, but codverfed with him upon all 
fidb^b£ls thitt were ribt above his capacity. He 
gave him a general view of the nature and 
tdeEQing of languages ; he (hewed him how ^ 
tbey vrcti reduced to certain grammatical rules^ 
that tbefe rule& had their exceptions Ijm^ 
w*hieh were cs^efully taken notice of, %nd 
Iket thm a metjbiod had been Ibund out of 
V a 2 • eftablifliing 
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cftabliftiing a communication bctweien one 
country and another, let their languages be 
what they -would. 

This general Idea enlightened hb under-* 
{landing, and made him comprehend the rea-* 
fon of the rules of grammar ; fo that when 
he came to learn theni he knew to what in* 
tention he learned them, and applied himfelf 
precifely to thofe things which required the 
moft application. 

After thefe my father inftrudted him in 
other parts of knowledge ; he often talked 
to him about the extraordinary efFeds of na- 
ture, as that of gun-powder, and of other 
things which furprize us, when we take them 
into confideration. , My brother took great 
pleafure in this fort of converfation, but he 
wanted to know the reafon for every thing ; 
but as a diftind reafon for every thing is y^ 
unknown, when my father did not give it 
him, or elfe gave him that which is com- 
monly given, and which properly fpeaking 
is no more than a put-ofF, he was diffatisfied 
with it, for he had always a brightnefs of 
undcrftanding to difcern admirably well 
whatever was falfe from what was true : 
and it may be faid of him that at all times 
and in all things truth only was the objedt he 

aimed 
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^imed at, fince to find her out was the fo\t 
fatisj^dtion that he had : wherefore from his 
lender infancy he could never be perfuaded 
by any thing that did not appear to him to be 
evidently true : and therefore when he thought 
the reafons given him were infufficient he 
fearched out for others from himfclf ; and 
when he had a particular attachment to any 
thing he never quitted it till he found out 
fome fatisfadlory reafon for it. One time 
particularly when fomebody at table ft ruck a 
knife againft an earthen plate he took notice 
that it returned a confiderable found, but by 
immediately putting a hand upon it, the 
found ceafed. He wanted prefently to know 
the reafon for it, and this experiment influ- 
enced him to make many others upon founds. 
He made fo many obfervations upon this fub- 
jc(5t that at twelve years of age he compiled 
a treatife upon it which was allowed to be a ' 
prpdqdtion of pcrfedt found reafoning. 

His genius for geometry began to difcover 
itfeif when he was but twelve years old, by 
an accident fo extraordinary that I think it 
vety. well deferves to be related with all it's 
particular circumftances. 

My father was welllkilled in mathema- 
tics, and by that means was well acquainted 

a 3 with 
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with all tbe iqgoiBiQui mmi is ibfft &ie|ic^ 
yfho came olieQ toF hfs lK)uie : but as he jck« 
figoed to ouke my bcotfaer ^oqaaiated witik 
t^ bngutges^ and as he loiew the t^athi^ 
malice is afcience iwfakh iatisfiea aod takci 
eudre poffcffiQik o£ the. mind^ he wafi not iiw 
cliaable that my brother fhould have the lead 
tiaifture of it, for &ar it fhoiild make him 
oeglod; the Latin tongue and the <^er la0^ 
guageSy which he defigned to make him a pei^* 
{e&, mailer of. For this reafba he £hut i|f 
all his books that treated on that fiibjedt, sfiA 
4i¥hen in company with his friends refraioed 
from all difcourie upon that head when hi» 
&n wa$ prefent ; but all this precaution could 
XK>t prevent a curiofity fo i1;rongly expited i|i 
$his child» that he wcxild frequently and ear*^ 
neftly Jfojicit my father to teach him the 
mathematics. But he refufed him, with4 
promiie at the fame time that he reierved 
that fcience for him as a future reward. JH^ 
f^fiiired him that as foon as he was perfe^^ly 
acquainted with iiatin and Creek he would 
feadb it him. , 

My -brother, obfervipg this repulle, aiked 
him one day what that fcienoe was, and whi^jt 
it treated of ^ My father told him in. gcner^ 

|hat it wa9 the method of unaklng figMrtt 

with 
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ii^ih ejcaahefs^, afid of !fiitii!)g om w&^ prcw 
pbrtkMis they relatively Md t6 mc another/ 
ind at the ikj^o titue forbid him talking tmy 
iiK*e about it, w even diinking bf it. BirtI 
Ih$ genim could not fobmit to be confined 
within ^k bounds, but as foon as he bad 
attained to this fingle bare difcovery, that the 
iiisrdieniatics taught the means of making fi^' 
gents infalKbly exad, he employed hk 
droughts about it at his hours of recreation, 
and being alone in a room where he ufed to 
dwert himfelf, he took a piece of charcoal 
and drew figures upon the tiles of the pave- 
ment, trying, for example, the methods of 
making a circle perfectly round, a triangle 
^hoie &dt^ and angles might be equal, and 
o^r things of that fort. He found all this 
t>ut.by himfdf only, and afterwards tried to 
dkcover the proportions of figures in rcfped; 
Wbne another : but as my father's care had 
4ieen fb ftridras to conceal all thefe things from 
liitn, he did not know even the names of 
th^n. He wa$ obliged to make fome defi^ 
nitions for himfelf : he called a circle it 
^obnd, a Mne a bar, and fo on. After thefe 
^ic^itions he fbrmed axioms, ^nd in fhoit 
Wnfieto tnake perfect demohftrationsj and s»s 
^is appiicMton kads on fr(S«tf one; thing ib 
i *^' ' » 4 another, 
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another, he extended his enqukies ib far 
that he arrived, at the thirty fccoiwJ propofi- 
tion of the firft book of Euclid. As he 
was thus employed my father came into th<!i 
room without my brother's perceiving it; 
who was fo very intent upon what he was a« 
bout, that it was a confiderable time before^ 
he difcovered him. It is difficult to fay which 
of them was the moft furprized, the fon 
to fee his father, who had ftridtly forbid 
him any applicapon to this ftudy, or, the 
father to fee his fop furrounded by all thefi; 
figures ; but the father's furprize grew infi.**? 
nitely greater, when, aiking him what he 
was about, he anfwered, he was endeavour- 
ing to find out fuch a thing, which happened 
to be the 3 2d propofition of the firft book 
pf Euclid ; my father alked him how he 
came to think any thing about that. He an^ 
fwered, becaufe he had found out fuch and 
fuch a thing before ; and upon my father's 
aflcing him the fame queftion he did before, 
Jie told him fome of the dcmonftrations he 
had made, apd in fliort by going ftill back^ 
wards over what he had done, and always 
explaining himfelf by the names of a round 
^d a bar, he c^rpe at laft to his definitions 

gfld his axipins, 

• My 
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. ^ My father was & greatly aftoniihed^at the 
MAvooky and force oj^ his genius, that with^ 
out faying a word more^ he kft him^ and 
went to vifit Mr. le Pailleur his intimate 
friend, and a man of fingular erudition. As 
foon as he came into the room he flood quite 
motionlefs like a man feized with a fuddea 
tranfport. Mr* le Pailleur perceiving 
this, and that he even fhed fome tears, was 
terribly alarmed, and begged he would no 
longer conceal from him the reafon of his 
fbrrow. My father replied, I weep for joy 
and not for afilidion : you know the great 
care I have taken to hide the knowledge of 
geometry from my fon, that it might not 
take him oiF from his other fludies : however 
iee what he has done, and upon this ihewed 
him all he had found out;, by which one 
might in fome meafure declare that he had 
iiimfelf invented the ^lathematics; Mr. le 
Pailleur w^s as much furprized as my 
father, and told him he thought it was not 
right to confine fuch a genius any longer, or 
conceal this fcience from him, but that he 
ought to let him fee the proper books^ witl^ 
out any farther reftridlion or referve. 

My father, approving of this advice, gave 

him Euclid's Elements to read at his hours q{ 

amufcment, 
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ianiftment. He lookeiid them ottty atid nn- 
dcfftood them by hkhfelf alone, without e^ 
vef bH^g occifioii fi>r any eliplanfttion kH 
diem* And at the fame time that he con^' 
fidered them, he himfelf compoibd, and 
is»de fuch a pfogrefs^^ tteit he regukdy at^ 
tended the conferences held every ^¥^ek» 
where all the ingenious men in Paris reforted 
to produce either their own performances o^ 
examine thofe of others. My brother maih«* 
tained his poft there very well, whether iii 
ttgard to examination or produftion, for he 
was one of thofe who the moft frequently 
fccought with them thither fomething ^at 
was new, Moft commonly in thefe alfenfv^ 
bUes they ufed to confider fome propofitioni 
fent either from Italy, Germany, or oth6# 
fbreign countries, when they took his o^ni^ 
€11 in every thing with as great care as \ke^ 
did that of any other perfbn whatever : for he 
had fo ready and lively a penetration thatfome-* 
times it has fo happened he has difcovered 
&ult5, which by the others have been paflcd 
%y tmperceived. However he only employed 
^ hours of' amufement on diis ftudy of ge^ 
ometry, for he learned the Latin language b]^ 
llie mtes my fittfaer made designedly for him. 
itot as h« fotmd out that this fcjience ihewed 

hwn 



truth which he-had fo ^tf^ntljr kbdttMd 
ta M cittt, he waa ^ |^fea£|d wHh ii fihA 
1^ ]tim)c4 the ^hqh heiit />f liis fcmitM «o^ 
My to nhe ftudy af ii^ t (o th»t bowevorrUilA 
llo the t»9e wgs aUottpd hioi for it hdmaiici 
(i^fCoofideriftble a pcogre i^ in it^ that at lixtoeti 
y<af9 of «ge he wrote atrefttife ufxm eo6ic8g 
wbidb palled for fuoh a (krprbmg efibrt of 
geoiiis^ that it wag faid nothing equal to it 
in ftKngthhad been produced fince the tiflw 
of Arc«im£D£^ The men of capaeit|i 
WKre of ofnnion it ihould be immediaM^ 
printed^ becaufe they faid, that though it waa 
a work which would always be mudi tdk 
oiired^ yet if it was printed at the time when 
the inventor of it was but fixteen years ^Id^ 
%\m very circumilance would add extremeljr 
to it'9 beauty : but aa my brother waa nevek" 
paifionately fond of fame, he took no notieo 
of the noAtter, and &> this work never came 
to bo publiihed. 

: All this ^e he continued his loaming of 
^ JUatjn and Greek Uncages, and befid^ 
tkk, at ^d after his nieals my father e^^nnerft- 
fdwith him about logip^ phy^cir nn^mher 
parts of philofi>phy ; an^jbii ^a9;lftll Jthorit)^ 
ftrvrf^n H ever ha^ii)^ tfeflPi ^ykigi^estp 

^nfmM any QoUiage, /i^ oihsf n^ 

/P Iters 
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iters for thcfe, any more than for all his other 
acquifitions. One may . eafily conceive the 
pleafute my father took to fee how vaft a.pro- 
.gr^& my brothter. made - in all the fciences, 
but he did not perceive that the great and 
coail:ant applications at fo tender an age 
would fenfibly prejudice his health, and in- 
deed it was very much impaired by the time 
he came to be eighteen years old. But as the 
indifpofition he felt was not yet come to any 
great height, it did not prevent him from 
conilantly continuing his ufual occupations ; 
fo that about the time he was nineteen he in-- 
vented that arithmetical machine by which 
not only all forts of computation can be per- 
formed without the ufe of either pen or 
counters, but they can be performed too with- 
out knowing any rule in arithmetic, and 
that with infallible certainty. . 

This work has been confidered as a new 
difcovery in nature, fince it reduced a fcienqe 
' which refides altogether in the intelledt, into 
A piece of machinery, and pointed out the 
.way to make all it's operations a<5t with all 
certainty, without having occafion to make 
ufe of reafoning. 

This work was a great fatigue to him, 
pot fo rough from the thinking about it, Or 

I the 
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the motion of it, for that he found out with- 
out any trouble j but from the difficulty of 
making the workmen comprehend all thefe 
things, fo that he was two years before he 
could bring it to that perfedion it is now in. 

But this fatigue joined to his delicate 
ftate of health, for fome years paft brought 
indifpofitions upon him, which he never after- 
wards got free of j and he would Sometimes 
tellus, that from the time he was eighteen, 
he never pafled a day free from pain. Thefe 
complaints however not always attacking him 
with equal violence, as foon as he had the 
leaft refpite, his mind was immediately. at 
work in fearching out for fome new di{t 
covcry. 

About this time, and at the age of three 
and twenty, having feen Toricelli's ex- 
periment, he afterwards invented and per- 
formed thofe experiments, which go by the 
name of his experiments. As that, for in- 
ilance, pf the vacuum which fo evidently 
proved, that all the effedts hitherto attribut.. 
cd to the honour of the vacuum, are oc- 
eaiioned by the gravity of the air. This was 
the laft employment he applied his genius to^ 
as far as what relates to the human fcjences i 
tnd though he afterwards invented the rou-^ 

LBTTE^ 
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iy+TE, that does' pot at* all Contfddid; my 
^flertiior^y for He ibUnd that Out without 
Ihinkitig of i(y and in , fuch a maftner, diM 
k is-vety |)kin he never applied himfelf ttf k> 
as 1 ihall m it's ^HDper pkce take^ an o^c^fioii 
tor relate. ' 

! Very fobn after this expftrinient, and be^* 
fore he was quite four and twenty yeart 
old, an opportunity prefcnted itfelf,. by the 
^edioii of Got)'^ providence, which 1^ 
him under an oUigatbn of reading works of. 
|Mety, hy which, the Divine Being coitiaii%^ 
fitcated fuch lights to him, as made him pefr^ 
fisflily comprehend, that the Chriftian religi^^ 
Qti obliges us to live only for God, and ta 
Confider him as our fole object: and this truth 
appeared to him fo cdnfpicuous, j(b necefTary,. 
and fo beneficial, that it fet the bounds to all 
Ids enquiries ; fo that from that very tic6e 
he renounced all other parts of knowledge, 
in order to give himfelf up entirely to that 
•fte thing only^ which Jssus Christ calls 
neeei&ry. 

Hithertxi he had been preierved by Go d's 
parttGutaf prote^ion, from all the vices inciw 
4etit toyouti^ t and what is ftill more extraot'* 
diMry in a genius of his fort of turn and 

<i l ar aiftqf^ ^ ^v^ launched out. into liber^ 

tinilm. 
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uniCmy in refpc^ to.religiott> but dired^d bit 
curioiity always to keep within the bomuift of 
natural knowledge. He has often told me^ thai 
he added this to all the othbr obHgationi bi 
owed my father $ who, having hioiTelf a ve« 
ry lingular refped for religion, had nude him 
imbibe the famei notion from bis infancy} 
laying it down to him as a maxim, that 
whatevei: i^ an object: of faith cannot be an 
ob)$£t of reafon^ much lefs be in fiibJQ£Ugq. 
to it. Thefe maxims to often repeated over 
by a father, for whom he had the ut^oA; ef* 
teem^ aftd whom he found' endowed witi;^ 
excellent iaiowledge and erudition^ aidcomf 
panisd with t very fotcible and perfpicuou^ 
noethod of reafoning, made fo ibrong an im^ 
preffioQ on his mind, that whatever dilcourfib 
^ny libertines made uie of they had no efied^ 
upon him» and though he Was fo very young 
he looked upon them as people guilty of thia 
erroneous pinciple, viz. that humast 

El^ASON IS SUPERIOR TO ALL THINGS^ 

and who were ignorant of the nature of faitb« 
Thus this extenfive, this capacious, and nioft 
Qopioufly curiraia genius, who cndeaypured 
widi fudi infihite pains to difcOvcr. the cau^ 
and neaibn of every thwg, was lowly, aiid 

&l»Qii&ve to €?ery di£lM» of ,ri^i|^» 9^ 

much 



mueh as any child could bc; and this fimplf- 
city governed the whole tenor of his life : fo 
that from the very moment he determined to 
purfue no other ftudy but that of religion, 
only he never bufied himfelf about the cu- 
rious queftions in theology, but made ufe of 
the ftrongeft afliftance of his genius, in or- 
der to acquire the knowledge and practice of 
Chriflian morality in it's greateft perfedion. 
To this end he confecrated all the talents 
God had endowed him with, employing his 
whole attention, during the remainder of his 
life, in meditating upon the law of God day 
^d night* 

But though he had not made fchool-divi- 
nity his particular ftudy, yet he was not ig- 
norant of the decifions of the Church, againft 
thofe Herefies, which owe their invention to 
the nice and crafty fubtleties of the mind ; 
and it was againft thefe forts of refined enqui^ 
ries, that he {hewed himfelf the moft cxal- 
perated, and God granted him an opportuni- 
ty at that very time of difplaying his zeal 
for religion. 

He was then at Rouen, where my father 
had an employment in the King's fervice, 
and where there was alfo at the fame time, 
a perfon who taught a new fyftem of philo- 
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fophy^ which attra<^ed the attention of all the 
curious. My brother, being earncftly prcffed 
to go by two young friends of his^ went thi- 
ther with fhemj but , they 'were greatly fur-^ 
prifed to find, by the converfation they held 
with this perfon, that in the laying down the 
principles of his philofophy, he drew confe- 
quences from them, relating to fome points 
of faith, which were contrary to the decifi- 
ons of the Church. He proved by his way 
of reaibning, that the body of Jesus Christ 
was not formed of the blood of the holy 
Virgin, but of another matter, purpofely 
created for that end, and advanced many 
other things of the fame kind with this. 
They wcmld willingly have oppofed him and 
his d<i6trine, but he refolutely perfifted in his 
fentiments. Thus refle(9ing among them-* 
felves, what great danger might accrue, from 
fuffering a man of fuch erroneous fentiments 
to have the liberty of inftrudting young peo-» 
pie, they refolved firft to admonifh hini, 
and then to inform agairift him, if he reject- 
ed the advice they gave him : the affair hap- 
pened exadtly fo, for he fcorned their advice; 
fo that they believed it a duty incumbent on 
them, to give in their information to Mr. 
Du Bell AY, who at that time performed 
Vol. I. b tke 



the epifdcspal fundions iri the dioceis of R6a^ 
en J by coxnmiffion fiiom .the Lord Archbi- 
fliop. . Mr, bu Bex LAV fent forthi$ per- 
fon and examined him, who impofed upoA 
Mr* Du BzLi^AY by an Equivocal confeflida 
of faith written and iigned with, his own 
hand, fhewingJ3<;fidc|S a very Oi^ht rtpLtd for 
an ad viae of fuch great; importarite ^iven 
him by three young men* 

However as foon as they faw this cdnfcf-* 
fion of faith they perceived this defeat ; and 
this obliged them to go to Gaiilon.ta find 
out the Lord Archbilhop of Rouen, who ex- 
amining into the whqte affair found it to be 
of ib great ifnportance, that he wrote letters? 
patent to hh council,, and gaveMn du- Bsx^r 
LAY an exprefs order to oblige this* petfon t<i 
retra£k in every particular point all that h^ 
was accufed of, and to receive nothiDg froii) 
this perfon but what was communicated bj 
thofe who accufed hini. This was accord*^ 
ingly put into execution, and he appeared be^ 
fore the Archbiftiop's council, and there re* 
nounced all his opinbns. One may venturo 
to fay that he aded in this fincerely, for h^ 
never fliewed any gall againft thofe whg 
brought this affair upon him. This makes 
it credible that he himfelf was deceived hy 
^^ : I / his 
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bis drawing falfe 6onclufions from his falfe 
pr&iciples. On the other band it m&y Vi^it^i 
certainty be affirmed that^ by bringing this 
about, there was no defign formed to his pre« 
judice, nor any other th&ig in view tmt that 
of inducing him totxndeceive himfelf, and ol 
preventing him from feducing the young 
people, who would not of themfelves have 
been capable of dii^ceming what was trud 
from what was falfe, where fubtlcties were 
fo artfully brought into queilion. Thus this 
iSsdr terminated quietly, and my brother 
pedevering ftill more and more in his en^* 
quiries how to make himfe^ acceptable ten 
God ; the love he was fo ardently infpired 
wiih forthe Chriftian profeffion, kindled it- 
felf in^o fuch a flame from the. time he was 
font and twenty tha£ it fpread itfelf over all 
the family. . Even. my fatl^r, without being 
dhained of it, refigned himfelf up to his 
fon^s jnftfudtions, and from that time oh* 
lerved a greater regularity 6f life, pradifipg 
continually every virtue, till his deaths whea 
has behaviour was that of a moit exemplary 
Chriftian. My fifler too, who was endowed 
with mofl: extraordinary talent^^ and had 
gaitled, even from her infancy, a reputation 
which but few of her fex tt fuel) an early 

b a age 
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age attaliv to, was fi>ienfibly afFe<fkd with my 
brother's difcourfes, that (he made a.r^hi* 
tlon to renoonce all thofe advantages (he liad 
till that time been fo very food of, in order 
to devote herfelf entirely, to GoD^ which fbe 
afterwards did by becoming a Nan tn.a veiy 
holy and aaftere monaftery (at Port-Royal in 
the fields) where (he made fo good a ufe of 
thofe accomplifhments Gob had adorned her 
withy that (he was judged to be deferving of 
the moft difficult employments, all which 
ihe conftantly difcharged with the greateft 
fidelity imaginable, and^made a piops exit 
there the fourth of October, 1 66 1 , at the age 
of fix and thirty. 

My brother in the mean time, whom Gop 
made u(e of as his inftmment to bring.abcmt 
all thefe blefiings, laboured under contimial 
difeafes, which encreafed daily. But as he 
then fhidied no other icience .but this of per* 
feding himfelf, he found a great difference 
between this fcience, and that which he hsbd 
till thep applied his genius to ; for as his dif* 
orders at that time retarded his progrefs in 
the other fciences, this fdence on the con«* 
trary brought him to perfedion even under 
the feeniing diiadvantage of the very fapie 
diforders, by fiirnifliing him with that admi- 
rable 
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rablc patience with which he fufTered them. 
I will content myfelf wkh only giving on* 
iKxan)pl6 of this. - - - » 

Among0: his other complaints he had that 
of not being able to fwallow any liquid unle& 
It was heated, nor then neither unlefs he did 
it drop by drop : but as befides this he had an 
infupportable head^ach^ an exceilive heat in 
the bowels, and a great many other diforders, 
the phyficians ordered him a purge every o- 
ther day for three months fucceffively ; fo 
that he was obliged to take all thefe medi- 
cines, and to do this he was forced to have 
them heated, and to fwallow them only drop 
by drop, which was truly a torture to him, 
and very nauieouily ofFenfive to all who were 
about, yet he never once complained of it. 
*The continuance of thefe remedies with others * 
'that they prefcribed for him procured him 
'^foitte rcflef, but did not reftore him to a per- 
fc^ ihtte ' df health ; fo that the phyficians 
•'ihtSught that in order to his perfed recovery, 
he ought to leiavc off whatever required an 
application of the mind; and try to find out 
as much as poffible all opportunities of di- 
verting him&lf. My brother had fome re- 
lu€bnce to comply with this advice, becaufc 
''he apprehended the danger of it : but at laft 

b 3 he 
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he yielded to It, believing he WA9 otfliged 09 
do all in his power for the Recovery of h» 
health, and imagined that reafonable diver- 
lions could be of no bad cohfcquence to him, 
and fo he mixed himfelf with the World a* 
gain. But though through the mercy of 
God he kept hmJilelf free from all vice, yet 
as God had called him to a rnuch higher de« 
grce of perfeftion, he would not permit hin* 
to remain in this fituation, but made ufe of 
my fiftcr to perfeft his defign, as he had for** 
merly made ufe of my brother when he wa? 
pleafed to draw my fifter off from all her en-* 
gagcmcnts with the world. 

She was then a Nun and led fo religious a 
life that the whole convent was edified^by i*.- 
In this her fituation flie was concerned to fee 
that he, to whom (he was indebted next tt> 
God, for that divine ftate of grace (he was 
in, (hould be dcftitute of that grace himK^f t 
as my brother frequently went to fee her, fo 
/he as freiquently talked to him upon this itkb»* 
jea, and at length fhe made ufe of fuch^ for- 
cible arguments with fuch mild and attradivp 
pcrfuafion, that (he prevailed uppp him, ^as 
he had before prevailed upon her, to abai!t* 
don the world entirely, fo that he deter-- 
pined to relinquiih ajl 9pnveriatip|i yrith it, 

an(i 



m4 tqkttr9mh4> i:igk%itll the itiperflumes 
of life J^mit kt even greatly cmlangertd his 
heelfh 1^ it) and this he did becauie he 
tbckigiit ibis own £il^ration preferaUe to all o* 
their coofideratioQS. 

: He W|Sr;;then: thir^r yeaiB of age. and very 
teirxB/ and front that tiroejatcred ifitath^ 
ftine niethod of life that he coatioued in till 
hi& death. 

V To aocompliih bia defign and break ofF 
all acquaintance and commeroe with mankind 
he removed hi? quarters, and went to live 
for ibme time in the country, upon his return 
from whence he fo fufiiciently nude it appear 
he had a mind to break off all fociety with 
the world that the world quitted him. He 
efts^i&ed his method of life in this retreat 
«poq certain fundamental maxims which con- 
fined in a renoyncing of all pleafures and fu- 
pcnAoittes, and this he put in pradice during 
the remainder of his life. To fucceed in this 
HtohtHion h€ began from that time to difpenfe 
with the offices of his fervants as much as 
poflU>le, and this he continued to do ever 
afterwar^is. He made his bed himfelf, 
brought his : dinner out of the kitchen into his 
room, ati4 carried the remainder back again 
thifAiW) fy;i4: jm (hort piade nq other ufe of 
L ' b 4 his 



ertflsid^^ ai^'do focb other things ds }:^ could 
-bj^ no tticaiis do hmtfdf.' Hit wlkole time 
was taken up in pM3/w^iid reading thefady 
ibripture, in which he took an iiictediblc 
pkafure. He faidthe Hoty S^riptutte was 
not a icienoe belonging to the genius but tp 
the heart, and was only intelligible to thofe 
who had a redtitude of heart, and that all 
thofe who wanted this found nothing tiberfe 
•hat ohfcurity . With this difpoiition he read 
the Holy Scripture, rejecting all the lights 
that might proceed from his own getiius, and 
he applied hin^felf fo attentively to this that 
> he knew dl the Holy Scripture by heart, fb 
that no one could put a falfe quotation from 
At upon him I' for if any body mentioned a 
-word to that purpofe, he would peremplori- 
Jy affirm either that it was, or, that it W4s 
not in the Holy Scripture, and then would 
predfely (hew the very pbce in qucitioo. 
He read all the comments with fingulair care ; 
for the refped: he had for that religioi ht htiA 
been brought up in frorn his youth yfSiB then 
changed into an affedting and ardent zeal for 
all the troths belonging to faith, as well f^r 
thofe to which the mind was obliged to fuh- 
mit, as. for thofe where the pra<^ce of the 

world 
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confifts ; mitiw ^aciil QSoited htm to;k^wr 
incei&iitly ta deilroy aU th;it could be Qt>« 
je£tedm oppoikion to tboie tiyxth^. 
. He had by patjwe fuch a gift of eloquesce 
tbat It empowqn^ bim to cjrprefs bimii^ 
jaft as be p)eafed witb moft furprifing ,ftqh 
lity, but he bad added rul^s to it hevec 
tbougbt of before whicb be niade u£b of to 
fo great an advantage that^ be wa$ a perfelft 
nudfter of his ilile, fo that he not only £^id 
^1 be would chuie to fay, but he faid it too 
in whatever manner he chofe, and his 4ii^ 
courfe . nei;«r failed of having the efie^l: he 
defired from it. This manner of writing fy 
. naturally eafy, fo plain and to nervous at tb;^ 
iame time, was fo peculiarly proper to him, 
tlut on the firft appearance of the, Provincial 
LfCtters they were eaiily difcerned to be biCt 
notwitbftanding all the care he took to con^ 
ceat it even from his intimate friends and re- 

About this time it pleafed God to care 
my daughter of a fiftul^. )achrymaU» which 
bad oicreafed fo fad upon her that the pur^j^^- 
knt matter not only iflued out of her ^, but 
from her nofe^ and mouth too( { and this 
giltfla was of fo b^d a fort that the inoft 

able 
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thit htgi»M'\h¥^m judged it to be ificiiri«: 
hte : ydt ih« vfas c^red in a moment by dit 
touch of a holy thcNn *^ and this was fo aa«^ 
thentic a miracle that nobody aver difputed it, 
having been attefted to be ib by feveral cele« 
brated phyiidans and by the ableft (urgeont 
ill Prante, as well as authorized by a iblemn 
dedMion of die Church. 

My brother was fo fenfibly affe^d by this 
iMot ftvoaf tbit he regarded it as if ^ con- 
lerred opon himfelf, becaufe it was done to ^ 
ytrfiMi who befides her proximity of blood 
was his ipritual daughter at her baptifm; 
Very great was his confolation to fee how 
(^o D ib evidently manifefled himfelf at a 
time when ^th appeared to be almoft extin* 
guifhed in the hearts of the generality (^ the 
world. This joy was fo great that it pene« 
Crated him very iivelfly; fo that having hk 
whole mind quite taken up with it, Goi^ 
infplred him with an infinite number of 
admirable thoughts concerning «);• miracles, 
wfaichy ^ving him new lights into religion, 
redoubled the love and veneration he had al^^ 
ways paid to it. 

* A 

^ Tlii jMlf Aom uMt Fcut-Rojal^ i» 6c. Jamiu's fubivb 

•f &e Mx. f ASCRAt^S (Jioughls. 
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- ^ It was ^B tMs pccafioa that he ^iifooYered 
tbe vidlcnt <kfif e - ha \k^- tor labour bow h^ 
fmght refbte tlie principgl falfe reafptiingf r^^- 
th^ AtheiAsi Mc Imd vei^ ^ci^foUy Audied 
them, and had Employed :hi$ wb<^ ^niu0 
M^ find out all methods of conmcing (hem^ 
Tidb was bis only occupation. The Uit jrear 

of his labours was entirely enjployed ii^ccdh 
IpSing different thoughts upon this fvibje£k. 
But God who had infpir^ hkn witLf]^ 
defign, and all thefe thougbtsy did not {^ 
tnithini to perfeft them for r^fons coa(;e;^ 
<A from us. ^^i^y 

In the mean time the feparation from, tfair 
world, which he fo ftriCkly obfervedi did nfit 
prevent him from often feeing fome perfons 
of dtilinguifhed capacities and high rank, whq 
having thoughts of retiring themfelves, afl^ 
«d him his opinion, and fcrupulouHy fbl* 
lowed it. Others, who laboured under any 
doubts in matters of faith, and who knew 
that he had great lights into what related to 
tbat fubje<5t, came to confult him upon y^^ 
and always returned fatisfied ixoxn fum, r^^ 
this in fuch a manner, that aU.t|iof^.Q{ thgi]^ 
.who now live a very Chriftian life corfeis to 
thb day that they owe to hss adyiit»^.;:tQr4ii$ 
^ounfels, and to the light ^^%^y% tfckC|!&VSft 
|he gogd (h^ now put |n pra£^cef 
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The corivcrfations in which he often 
ferund Himfelf chgagtd, though they were all 
iibout charity, did not leave him however vmh- 
but fbme apprchenfion of danger irithcin: but 
'as he could not in confcience refdfe the afllft« 
ance people afked him for, he had found out 
H remedy for it. He wore on thefc bccaiions 
an iron girdle full of (harp points, which he 
pVLt on next his fkin, and when ariy idl6 
thought came into his head, or when he took 
any pleafure in the place he was in, or when 
any other thing of this kind happened, he 
would give himfclf blows with his elbow ^o 
tnake the prickings of his girdle more vio- 
lently painful, and oblige himfelf - by this 
means to call his duty to remembrance; 

This pradtice appeared to him of fuch ufe 
that he kept to it till his death, even to thotb 
laft days of his life when perpetual pains aF- 
iliAed him. As he was not able to read or 
write he was under the neceffity of being idle, 
and of only walking about. He was conti*- 
nually afraid that this want of employment 
would divert him from his views. We knew 
nothing of all this till after his death, when 
we had it from a perfon of very ftridk virtut^ 
who placed great confidence in him, arid to 
'whom he was neceflitated to difcover it jft>r 
reafons which related to herfelf. This 
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< This, rigour he thus; iiied towaids him£c\f^ 
was drawn from, that great maxim oiF entirely 
reaounicing.aUpleafureyUpon which the wholip 
regulation of his life was founded. From the 
very beginning of his retirement he. never 
Med of fcrapubttily putting in prac^cethi^ 
otho: rule too, that is, of obliging himfelf 
to renounce all fuperfluity : . for he fo ftri^tly 
retrenched every thbg that was ufdefs, that 
by little and litde he took away the hangings 
of his room becaufe he thought them un« 
neceffa ly, efpecially as no fort of deceaCjt 
obliged him to have them, fince none.but his 
own people came there, and he was always 
recommending to them that they ought tP 
iietrjcnch, fo that it was no furprisse to them 
to fee. him live by the fame, rule which he 
recommended to others. 
. In this manner he pafled five years- of hh 
life, from the age of thirty to* thirty five, ht 
bouring without ceafing for Goi>, hia ne^h-^ 
bout, and himfelf ; endeavouring to perfe^ 
himfelf more and niore : and it might in 
fomc meafure be faid that this was all thlt 
tinje he properly lived, for the four years 
which God additionally granted him wai; h^P 
onccoDtinoal ilate of languifliing decay . It.w4s 
i)ot properly an illnefs x^wly fallen upon hiip^ 

but 
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!mt rather a redoirblxDg oiTiJie great diforderf 
tie ^as {uh}c6t to from the time of his youth. 
Bat he was attacked with fo violent a (hock 
^at atlaft he funk under it *, atid during aQ; 
Am time hTe -was not able to fet a moment a^ 
tibtit die great work he had undertaken fo^ 
l^ligion, nor to give any aflifhince to thofe 
Who applied themfeives to him for advice, ei4 
iher from his own mouth, or in writing ^ for 
his ftiflFcrings were fo fcvere that, howeve* 
deSroos he might be, it was impoffible for 
him to gratify their rcquefts. 

This renewal of his diftemper$ began by 
the tooth-ach which entirely prevented his 
iieeping. One night during this tedious ileep4 
ieis diforder, fome thoughts undeiignedly 
came into his head cx)ncerning the r o u<^ 
tETTE, or CYCLOID ; a fecond thought 
followed the firft, a third the fecond, till in 
fiiort they fu6ceeded one another in fo^iii^ 
fnerous a train, that whether he would or no 
they di(bovered even to demonftration ever^ 
thing relating to that piece of machinery, to 
his great furprize : but as he had a long timt 
renounced all thofe branches of knowledge, he 
did not fo much as concern hlmfelf to write 
them down. However having occafionally 
mentioned them to a pef ion to whom he psrM 
• ^' the 



the. greateft dffcreQjCe^ pfft ipf regard, aod 
through an ackn<>wle4geme0t for the myks 
of a^edioti be honoured him with, this per^ 
ifiti, diilinguifhed as well for his piety as foe 
the other eminent qualities of his t^ind, and 
Qohlenefs of birth, having hereupon formed 
4 4e(ign which tended only to the glory of 
OoPy judged it proper that he ihould make 
the ufe he did of this difcovery, and that 
afterwards he fhould commit it to the pitfs. 

.It was only then that he wrote it down, 
and with an amazing precipitation within the 
fpace of a week ; for at the fanye time whilft 
the ^printers were at work upon it, he fup^ 
plied two of them at once with two different 
treatifesy without his having any pther cqpf 
but that which was made for the prefs } and 
this nobody knew any thing of till fix months 
^^ter the thing was difcovered. 

In the mean time his diforders continuing 
upon him without affording him a mementos 
intermiffion, reduced him, as I faid before, 
to fuch a conditbn, that he was not able to 
fet about any fort of work, or to fee hardly 
any body. But though thefe diforders ft^ 
vented his beii]g fervicea^le either to the putv 
lie, o£ to private perfons, they were iKUt 
without their ufe to him himielf ; and hfi 

underwent 
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underwent them with lb much tranquillity 
and fo great patience that there is reafcm to 
think that Got) by thefe means was pleafed 
fo complete bimi in the manner he thought 
beft, to appear before him : for during this 
long illnefs he never once departed from what 
he had in view, bearing always in* his mind 
thefe two great maxims, a renunciation of 
all pleafure, and of all fuperfluity. He prac- 
tifed thefe maxims in the very height of his 
diftemper, by keeping ^ perpetual watch over 
his fenfes, abfolutely refufing them every 
thing agreeable to them. And when neceC- 
fity conftrained him to do any thing that 
might afford him fome fort of fatisfadion, 
he had a wonderful addrefs in dlfengaging his 
mind from having a fhare of it. For exam- 
ple; his continual difeafes obliging him to 
feed upon delicacies, he took the utmofi: care 
not to relifh what he eat, and we have ob- 
ferved, that whatever pains were taken to 
procure him any fort of food that might be 
agitable to the tade and ftomach, becaufe he 
was fubjed to naufeous complaints, yet he ne- 
ver faid either that this thing, or that is good : 
nay farther, when any rarity in fcafon was fet 
before him, if after his meal he was aikeid 
if he liked it^ or if k was good or no, he 

would 
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.would ionly (ay, you (hould have apprized 
me or it before, for 1 own to you, I took 
J10 maaner of notice of it. If it happened 
that any body mentioned before him how 
raiich they ^idmired the excellency of fuch 
or fuch a diih, he could not endure it, he 
jQ^Wcd it fehfuality, nay though it was even 
^qut any thiog that was common enough to 
be had; becaufe he faid iTuch people eat pure* 
ly to flatter the taftc, which was wrong. 

That he might avoid failing in . this par^ 
ticular, he never would fuifer any fauce 
or ragob to be made, nor would he even 
bear with any orange or verjuice, nor with 
any thing that created an appetite, though 
he naturally liked every thing of this fort. 
To keep himfelf within regular bounds, he 
had taken care, from the beginning of his re- 
tirement^ for what he thought neccflary for 
his ftdmach, and afterwards regulated how 
much he ought to eat, fo that whatever ap*. 
petite he found he never pafs'd his bounds, 
and whatever diftate he had to it, yet he 
forced himfelf to eat what he thoUght was 
fit; and when the reafon was afked hfm 
why he laid fuch a conftraint upon him- 
felf, hie anfwcred, it was requifite to fatisfy 
the demands of the flomach, but not thofe 

Vol. I. e of 
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of the.af^ietite. He sot only mOrtifitid hk 
icn&s by retrenching all they bad a rdi& (or^ 
but by refufiog nothing that he though 
would be difguftful to them for th(i £une xeti^ 
ion, either in his fobd dr his phyiic. He 
S0o}f iiich broths as fick people take 6>t four 
3fears fuccefliVely^ without betraying the lea^ 
diftafte for them. He took every thing p:^ 
/cribed him for his hfealth^ withom ahy uii*- 
eafinefsy though they wete ever fo difficult f6 
he taken, and Wheiiever I appeared quite a- 
ilonifhed to find that he never &ewed the 
feaft averfion to taking them, he baaterod 
roe, and told me he could not comprehend 
how any perfon could {hew a diilike to » 
medidhe, even after they Were apprized that 
it was a difagrbeable one, when they took it 
voluntanly, for that violence or furprise <teilj 
ought to produce that efied. In this maA** 
ner he nude his owa mortificatioh his coo* 
Aant employment. 

He had fo great a love for poverty that he 
kept it alwa3r8 preient in his thoughts, Co that 
when he went about any undertaking, of» 
if any body wanted his advice, the fiift 
thought that came into his head was, cto con*** 
fider if any thing in that cafe could be done 
for the fervtcb of poverty^ 

One 
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iync of Ae tifiingsf upon which he pafled 
the ftrf^teft cxaminaitton of himfclf, was, 
that prcdominint faticy to excel in every thing ; 
aS For exahiple, to make nfe of nothing bat 
what comes out of the hands of the beft 
workmen, and fo of the reft. Again he 
Could not endure that people fliould ftudy 
how to have every thing in rcadineft and cctt- 
venieht about them, and a thoufand other 
things that are praftifed without any fctpple, 
becaufe nobody thinks there is any barm in 
them. But he was of a different opinion in thii 
rclped, telling us there was nothing fo likely 
lo exterminate the fpirk of poverty as that nice 
attention to procure our convcniencieS, and that 
ifecoram which inclines us to defire the beft of 
every thing from the beft maker of it. And he 
laid in regard to artificers, that one fhould al* 
way^ chtife the pooreft and the honefteft, and 
not hunt after that fort of excellence which i$ 
never neceflary, nor can ever be ufeful. Some- 
times ' he would break out into this exclama- 
tion : O ! that my heart was but as poor as 
my mind, how happy (hould I be then ! for 
1 am wonderfully perfuaded that poverty con- 
tributes greatly to our falvation. 

This ardent affeAion for poverty, induced 
him to love the poor with that great tender- 

c 2 ncls. 
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nefs, that he never had the power to refafe 
giving alms, though he borrowed it fromevea 
what he necefTarily had occadon for, as his 
fubftance was but fmall, and as he was. obliged 
to a greater expencb than his income could 
aiFord to fupport him under his infirmities. 
But whenever that was reprefented to him up- 
on his beftowing any alms with liberality, it 
would put him out of humour, and he would 
fay, that let us be as poor as we can we al- 
ways have fomething left at our death. Thif 
put a flop to faying any thing more. He has 
fometimes been fo behindhand, that he has 
been obliged to take up money from his hav- 
ing given all he had to the poor, and from 
his being unwilling at that time to importune 
his friends. 

As foon as the affair ' about the coaches 
was fet on foot, he told me he would make a 
demand of a thoufand livres beforehand, on hi$ 
own account, upon thofe farmers who were 
then treating about it, as they were of his 
acquaintance, if it was poftiblc to come to 
any agreement with them, in order to fend 
afliftance to the poor people at Blois. As 
I told him that affair was not yet well e- 
nough fettled, and that it was neceffary to 
wait a year longer, he immediately returned 

I me 
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me this^ anfwer^ that hie did not apprehend 
any great inc(»iveniency by this, becaufe if 
they loft it, he would make it up to them 
out of his own fubftance, and that he was 
againfl ftaying till another year, becaufe the 
neccffity was too preiSng to admit of any de- 
lay of the charity. As thefe people came to no 
fettled agreement, he had it not in his pow- 
er to accomplifh his intention, which (hewed 
us the truth of what he had fo often men-* 
tioned to us i and clearly proved, that he de- 
fired no acquifition but what he could bene- 
fit the poor by ; fince no fooner did God give 
him hopes of fuccefs but he began to 'make 
his diftributions beforehand, even before he 
was certain the project would fucceed. 

His charity towards the poor had always 
been remarkably extenfive, but in the latter 
part of his life it was greatly increafed, fo 
that I could never give him fo great a fatis- 
£i£tion as to make it the fubjed; of entertain- 
ing him. He earneftly exhorted me for the 
fpace of four years together, to dedicate myfclf 
to the fervice of the poor, and to bring up 
my children in the fame difpofition. When 
I ufed to tell him that I was afraid it would 
take mc off too much from the care of my 
fsmify^ h? would fay that it only wanted a 

c 3 good 
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good will, ^d as thcdr* are diiewiit grtds^ 
tions in thia virtiie, k might be praAifiid fo 
fuch ft manner as not co prejudice domtftie 
concerns. He faid it' was tne oniverfal vofsb^ 
tion of all Chriftians, and that there was 00. 
occaiion for any particular fign to know whe^ . 
ther one had a cajll or no to it, bccaufe it W8» 
an inconteftible certainty, that it was what Je«: 
susChrist would judge the world upon ^ and 
that if one wellconiidered that the Angle omi£r 
fion of this virtue only, is fufficient to bring 
down damnation upon us, that very thooghl 
alone woald be capaUe of engaging us to de-» 
^rive ourfclvcs of all we had, if we could but 
have a proper notion of faith. Again he tot4 
us that fre<^enting the poor is extrenttely adr 
tantageous, (ince fay continually being ac-r 
quainted with the miseries that opprefs theaiy 
and with the want of their bar<^ neceflities^ 
^ven when their difeaies are ip the moft dm** 
gerous and deplorable ftate, wus fufficiea^t, M 
fuch a time, to make alnx>ft the hardeft heart 
willingly deprive itfelf of all ufelefs cpn?en^ 
encies, and fuperfluous embelHAuneBts, 

All this difcoof fe was fo urg^tly fiiovinsg^ 
tSiat h carried us f)n fometimes fo fiir as to 
propofe fchennes how a31 forts of Beceffitka 
might be reUevipd under ^ereain V^^l^ ^^ 
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MKhed ^b^t^i itegiiktkm^bat thi&mathod M 
<tti A6t app!?o\«& (jf, fiiying, w« were ttot call- 
ed' to affift ingaiier^, Imi to give otur particular 
ftpafftte > affifttiice, and that he believed th^ 
i!ia)r tiMft acceptable to GO0, was^tofcFvc 
the p6or, thatfgh but poorly, that is to fay, 
every one > according to his ability, without 
crowding the mind with thofe lofty notiond^ 
that have too much the appearance of that 
ibrt of exceHence, the too diligent enquiry 
7^t which, he blamed in eyery, thing. Not 
that he fo»nd iFault with the foundation of 
general hof{ntals, on the c(Hitrary he was ex-r 
tremdy fond of it, a^ he fufHciently made 
appear by his laft will, bat he faid fuch great 
undertakiiRgs were referved for certain perfooa 
afidtted by Go]> for that purpofe, and in foine 
n^umer vifibly guicied by h^ for that end x 
but that it was not the general vocation oi all 
^ world, as daily and particular giving re^i^ 
Kef tothepoorwa^/ 

. This was a part of the Inilrudlons he g^ve 
m^ to indiine us to the ]^ai£iice of that virtue 
which pefie£fed fo much of his heart ; thia 
6m1I Ample may ferve to let us &e the ex- 
tenfive cxceHenoe of ^s charity. His puri^ 
was^goal to his diarity, and he had fo ^ea$ 
f regard for thia virtue^ that he was always 

c 4 upon 
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upon his guard to prevent ekher hUnfelf or 
others from breaking in upoi^ it. It k iocredin* 
ble how nicely exa£t h^. w^ in thk particular^ 
I really flood in awe of him myfelf^rfor b^ 
would Tometimes cenfure noy difcourfe wh«» 
I thought it quite innocent^ and then .after-* 
wards (hew me the failings in it, which I 
(hould never have difcovered myfelf without, 
his reniarks. If accidentally I faid I had feea 
a handfom woman, it rnade him angry, and 
he would tell me that^ fuch fort of difcourfe 
fliould never be held before fervants or young 
people, becaufe I did not know, what thoughts 
r might be the occafion of puttipg into their 
heads. Nor could he bear to fee my childreft 
carefs me, but told me I ought to difufe them 
to it, that it was a prejudice to t|iem, an4 
that one might give them tokens of tender-r 
nefs a thoufand other ways. Thefe were the 
]nfl:rp<£):iops he gave me on this head,, and 
this (hews how vigilant he was, for the pre- 
fervation of purity both in, himfelf and others. 
An accident happened to him, about thr^ 
months before he died, which afforded a 
very fenfible proof pf this virtue in him^ and 
which, *t the fame tipie, fliews the »grcatv 
nefs of his charity. As he was. one . day rc- 
lijrning froip hearing mafs, at the churcji 

" ;■ ef 
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of St. Bui PICE, a Very beautiful young 
girl abdut fifteen came up to him, t# beg 
aft almsef him: he was troubled to fee her 
ex|x>ie<l to fo evident a danger; he afkcd her 
who ihe was, and how {he came to be thus 
oWigcd to beg charity: and having learnt, 
that (he came out of the country, that her 
^ther was dead, aiid that her mother fall- 
ing ill, that very day was carried to the Ho- 
tel DiEu, he thought that God had fent 
her to him, at the very inftant (he becamp 
ncceiiitous ; fo he immediately conduced her 
to the feminary, where he placed her in the 
hands of a good prieft, gave him fome mo- 
ney, and entreated him to take care of her, 
fOui to place her in fome way of life or fer- 
vice, where fhe might learn to regulate her 
condudt, in regard to her youth, and where 
her perfon might be in fecurity. That he 
might lend the prieft his aififtanqe too, in 
taking care of her, he told him, he would 
feiid a wopiai) next day, who {hould buy her 
fome clothes, and whatevet elfe was ne- 
ceflary^ for fitting her out to go into the fer^ 
vice of a raiftrefs. * Next day he fent a wo- 
pian who, in concert with the prieft, ufed 
fo much diligence, that having clothed the 
mrl^ they got h^r a good place. 

The 



THc pncft i&ed the woman tlH; j[)f/fot/» 
mtne who performed this tharlty,^ (he ftn« 
fwered him, ihe had no iMmmAfdon to tdll 
him, but that fhe (hoold come from tSme to^ 
thne to vifit him, in order to provide in con* 
eert with him, what the girl might have ec> 
cafion for. He entreated her, to get a peru 
iBiffion to tell him the perfon's name: I will 
promife you, fays he, I will never mention 
it, as long as he lives, but if by Gob** 
permiffion he dies before me, it would afford 
me fonM confotation to publifli this aAion^ for 
1 look upon it to be ft) fine a one, that ^I 
ipannot fufier it to be buried m oblivion; 
Thus by this fingte accident, the good prieil 
was enabled to judge, how extenfivdy hk 
charity and love of purity reached. 

He ihewed an extraordinary tendemdfe fbr 
t»2 but not fuch an affeAion as to be eotire-^ 
Ty attached to us. Of this he gave a fenfi* 
He proof at my fitter's death, which hap^ 
pened ten mtinths befc^e his own. Vi^a 
he received the news of it, he feid no more 
than, may Gojy give us grace to die as wdtt! 
From that time forwards, he kept himfelf 
in a wonderful fubmifSon to the decrees of 
GoD*5 providAice, without ever making 
%ny other r^G$Sti<m^ hvA upon tbe fipgulv 

fa- 
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ftvoomG^ W ht&fSwfA open n^ fifter, 
diifiing her ^k». 9b4 upon . circpmteMs ^ 
thf timofof bwr 4eMh, wbichjiiMk biqi PCTt 
petuajljr fajF, '' ,bk(]fe4 are tha 4cii4»! whp 
«Vdie in the IkOR©." When he faw nap^ 
io cooOQiift) alHi<$tian for this loik^ which ia 
pmlf tffnGted me^ h«^ grew apgry, aadtdi4 
mei I did iUr and that I oqght not to havf 
69d% A way of thmksi!^) en the dsatb of th^ 
jail ; diat oa the contrary, I ought rather t^ 
give praifea to God, for his having fo ai^y 
fMQttf)miied ilich triflii^ fervices, a» fojr 
fifkr had rendered binu Thut h^ made i% 
apfKxar, that he had ap attachment to thofit 
|b. knred^ for. had he been capable of i|apr» 
oig 0110, k would ^indii^utaHy haw beon to 
my fiftsr ; fince flie was undeniably th<s per-r 
^ in the world he loved wmA, But he 
cai^riod it ftiU farther^ for Qot only he h^ no 
(tittfchment . tt> any bodf» bttf he was abfa* 
httcly agawft any body's having one to him, 
I do not QHsan aoy ciinunal^v dw^ero^ airr 
^b^bmeatSy for ^at would be too groft an er-r 
rer to be Cuppoied, as the whole world is coa^ 
Vioced of thie contra^; bu^t I fy^k i» relati^ 
(^ to thc^ friefiid(hip$^ which arc^ pf tiui 
jfoqiSk mnocent nati|i?e» and this wa^ one of 
Ifee thbgs, OT^r yfhS^ h? J^cpt a laoft rc^u-y 

|ar 



xliv 1 he Life of 

lar watch, that he might never give any oc- 
cafion for it himfelf, and that he might pre^ 
vent it in others : as I did not know this, I 
Was quite furprifed at the checks he would 
fometimes give me, and I told my fifter of 
it s complaining to her, that my brother had 
no affedion for me, and that it looked as if 
I made him uneafy, even at the very time I 
was the moifl afFe£tionatdy employing myfelf 
to do him fervices in .his ficknefs. But my 
liftei; told me I was deceived, for fhe knew 
to the contrary, that he had as great affe(3i^ 
on for me, as I myfelf could wifli* By this 
means, my fifter removed my apprehenlions, 
and it was not long before I faw fome proofs 
of what fhe faid : for on th? firft occafioh 
that prefented it felf to make me want fome 
afliftance from my brother, he embraced that 
opportunity, with fo much affiduity and fuch 
tokens of affcftion, that I had no longer rea-^^ 
fon to doubt his having a great love for me; 
fo that I imputed the cold reception he gave 
to my earncft attention how to divert him, 
to the chagrining circumftances of his diftem- 
per. This riddle was never interpreted to me, 
till juft the very day of his death, when one of 
the mod remarkable perfons for his great gc- 
plus and piety, with whom my brother had 

long 



Mr.iPASCHAL. xk 

long confcrtftd about the ptaftcie of Virtue,' 
told me, he had given bim tHis inftrudSori 
amongft others, that he ought never to fufFcr 
any body whatfoever to love him with any 
jpartienlar attachment: that it was a fault, we 
do not enough examine ourfelves about, be- 
cauie we do not perceive the enormity of it, 
nor confider, that by cherifhing and endur- 
ing thefc attachments, the heart was too 
much taken up with them, which ought to 
be entirely. devoted to God aJone: that it 
was diieving from him, that thing he fct the 
greateft value upon in this would. 

We afterwards perceived, that this prin- 
ciple had entered very deep into his heart, 
for to the end he might always have it pre- 
fented to his thoughts, he had fet it down in 
his own hand- writing, on a little piece of 
paper by it felf, where were thefe words. 
It is unjuft to make any attachment, 
though one maizes it fpontaneoufly and 
** with pleafiire. I (hould deceive thofe in 
whom I fhould give rife to fuch a dcfire, 
for I am no ultimate end of any body, nor 
have I what can fatisfy that defire. Am 
** I not bordering upon death ? If fo, the ob- 
** jciSfc of their attachment will die too. ' As 
^' I fhould be blameable to make people be- 
' ** licve 
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^^ lime ft falflioodi though I <xtotn 
^' lb<falkfttefy, ta perftiade &em they m^it 
•^ withf>leaftMre believe it, atnimidkHngibd^ 
^^ gdve xnc 1 plealbre : )vift ib dm I blixxie^ 
^^ ^Ue if I raakejiiy feUf tobefaebved^ zt4 
?^ if I drdw people into an attadmicsit to ne^ 
*• I ought to warn thofc i«4id would ba rea^ 
dy to aflent to this lie, that they oagbt 
ito jg^vc no credit to it, whatever advan^ 
tage might accrue to me, from theirbeliev^ 
ing it ) aad it is my duty to wiam them toer, 
that they ought not to be zttxhed to taat 
*^ at all : for it is their duty^ to employ dieir 
^' lives^ and Cheit whole cai^, to picdk iand 
" after God/' 

By this means, one may fee how he vra^ 
his own inftrufbor, and how he put his in- 
ilruftions into practice, fo fiirprizsngly as tab 
deceive even me. By theie marks which vitt 
have of what were his defigns, which 
came to our knowledge meerly by accident, 
onen^y partly difcem the %hts God gave 
him, for his arriving at the perfe<3:bn of the 
Chriftian life. 

He was fo very ssealous for the glory of 
OoD, that he could not fuffer the kaft vibk* 
tipn of it. This made him fo vety warm in 
the King's Icrvice at the tin» of the trouble- 
fom commotions at Paris, that he flood up in 
I oppo- 
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oUcd all the^WoM •t^a^^^ biwiigbt in cx^ 

^k fot tjb^ fr^llkmj ^ mlf Ho maity preteA- 

ices fcnr k. Hq i^ that isxo. tkue efiabliflitid 

»9L rcp^blic^ like tt^f #^ VeQice^ it was do- 

iQg exQ^fidipgly ill to coiftribiite ^ place a 

Klag tibercb ami tp c^r^s tiMt liberty whidi 

poa had given to the people of it : but that 

Ja ji Aate where the reg^l power was efta*^ 

bliflied, there was no vkdating the rofpedt due 

to it» without cotncnitting a fort of facril^e^ 

iince that power is not only the image of 

G0P9 hurt a participation too of his very^ 

|x>wer, which cannot be bppofed without n^ 

fibly refiiling the ordinance of God j and that 

pQC could not fufiiciently exi^ggerate fo eoor«> 

nioua a faulty befides it's bei{^ always ac« 

,4compaiued with a civil war^ whkh is the 

^eateft fin that can be comn^itted againft oiu: 

4ie^hboiir. So ^reat was his finocrity in ob*- 

ierving this ma3i:iiB^ that rather than break 

into it^ he refufed very ccmfiderable advantat^ 

ges offered him at that time. He ufually 

£ud that he had as ftrong an aver£on to that 

£a as he had to aflafHoationi or robbery on 

the high-ways and in &ort, that nothii% 

toxjJLdi he m;;»re cos^ary to the di^fition 'Of 

his lutture^ (x occafion in hm a i^ghter tcsip^ 

lation* 

Thefe 
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t Thefe were his fentiments inr favour of the 
King's fervice, and he was irreconcileable to 
all who oppofed it : and what sriade it vifible . 
that that irreconciliation was not the effed of 
either bis temper or attachment to his own fen* 
timents, is, that he was mild to admiration 
towards thofe ^ho offended him only in par- 
ticular. Thus he never made any difference 
, between thofe gnd other people, and fo entire*- 
!y forgot what related only to his own per- 
fon, that it was difficult to make hini remem- 
ber when he was injured, excepting you told 
him the particular circumftances. As he £)me^ 
times found people wonder at this, he would 
fay, do not be at all furprized at it, it is not 
the effect of virtue, but really forgetfulncfs, I 
remember nothing of it. However this certain- 
ly demonftrates^ that offences which regarded 
only himielf, made no great impreflion upon 
him, fince he fo eafily forgot them ; he, who 
had fo excellent a memory, that he often faid 
fae never forgot the lead thing he had a mind 
to retain. 

This amiable difpofition he accuflomed 
himielf to, and made ufe of to the lad, even 
under very difobliging circumftances, for be-<- 
ing fenfibly offended, a little before he died, 
in a point that nearly affected him, . by a per-- 

ion 
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£m who owed him ^mt ohUgadons, but had 
at the fame dme done him a pece of (mke, 
he made his ackfiowk^mentt widi Aich a 
train of comp^nentSi taid to many civilittes 
that he earned them to an exc^s. Howevef 
it was not tfaioa^ want of tamaefi becaufif 
bodi ^es hap^Kndd at the iame tfane^ but it 
Was realfy becaii& he never refented any o(- 
fesKe that regarded onty hbn^f . 

All thefe difpofidoos cf which I hft\re g^en 
yoa a detail are better oon(»u£bedia a narmW 
compafs by the pifiure he hi^ gifenof him(etf 
written withhii i»wn land upoA « fin^ piece 
«f paper as fidlbws. 

** I love povtarty becanfe jBStr« Cttfltsl^ 
** Io?ed it. I k>ve wealdi becauib it adoii-i- 
'* nifters the means of affifting the diftiel[ed« 
** I keep fidelity to die w^W world. I tt-* 
'* tarn na ev'd to thofe Xfbo do any to me, 
^* bat I wiih dieir conditicn was like mine^ 
** m ^rhidi one ndiher reocakes good or bad 
** fiom the moft part of maakkd» t en- 
** d^wnir to be always un(fifg«^fed) £ncere« 
** and fUdifol to -all men. t have a tea^ 
** deraeis of heart f<ur fhofe with whom 
*^ C6t» has in a m(M^e par^goW m«Mer unit* 
** edmet dikl whether I amonfybyniy* 
** ielf. or In &9 prerence of the world. 

Vox.. I, d «* I have 
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V J'Mvfc Gob ifi vi«v.i»aU my afitiods, to,. 
*' whom it JbelpDg^ to. ]ucigc them, and to. 
** i^^rhoml have entirely confecrated tbcHi^ 
*^ ajl. .Thefjb.are royfentiawnts, aiidlblefs;. 
^^ my RcLdee/ner every day of. my life ior hay- , 

ii^g engrafted them, in me, and who from. 

one who WAS a nian jFiill of weakiiefs, mx- 

•* fery,, concupifccnce, pride and ambition^ 

has made j^e a;tnai)[ exempt from all thefe. 

ey ils, by -the . pojwj^r of 1m grace, to which 

V only it i$ owing^ having nodiing as tomy% 
y fclf but mifery and horror/V . . j 
r, !Tbk WfiS; the %k he drew himfclf J^^^^ 
that^ having always before. his eycst the {Kifh. 
in which God Was condudltnghimy hbamightL 
Q«ver ftray from it/ The exKraotdinary ti^t» 
added to the greatnefs.of his mind obftruiSted 
not Ithat wonderful iimplicijty which appeared 
In Him, throughout the'whole courieof hi$ 
iife^. and which made Inm; fo pundual. inr 6^ 
lESry thing he did^ wh^wver religibn :wzs 
cQucerned** He had a fenfible affcdion [foe 
thci whojfc divihe office, bijt above all^fdC 
tlbat part of it^ -^ntitled^. The^ p e^ i 't. e S^ 
M E u R E s, (a. manual of devotion) becau^ 
t^y.^e eomp^^d from jhe 1 1 Sth Pfiilm, ^ 
which he difcovered jIq ' many ejscceliclicitf* 
thai hfi tafadk, «x6u«cdiftiiy ddight iftf^pntsni 
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it. ' When he' difcourfecl with liis frifends a- 
bout the* beauty W that Pfalm he would he 
in fuch traii^orts, that he feemed to "be in aa 
cxtafy. This meditatioit m^de him fo fenfibl/ 
toucHcd'with every thing where the honour^ 
oif Gob Nvas 'concerned, that he Idft nothing 
licglcfted that c6uld contribute {o it. When, 
they fent ^ billets every month,' as in many 
places they do, • hi repeated thetn with fur-^ 
priling refpedt, and fccited' every tJa'y the fcn- 
tence in them. During the four laft' years 6^ 
his life, as he could not em|floy hirnfcFf ab6ut 
any work, h& principal diverfioh was to -go 
about vifiting 'the churches* where rilics were 
cxpofed, or where they celcbratfed ariy fo- 
femnityi and he had a church alrttanack for 
that very purpofe, to inftruft him at what pla- 
ces af?y particular devotions vrcre to be pier- 
fortned. ^'This he did with fo niuch devotibix 




that fine ^obfervation of i' very virttibus per- 
i&l, aftdof an cnlighteried undefftandihg,^ 
nA'^. ** That the gracS dfGoii difdoverS ili 

^v--«*; .» .5 ' ■ . I , , , % 

4* •^iTliey who'.rtcir^A to filkttdc rft #ort-R6yal afed to feitit 
M^ to one aiioyier pnce a^mont^ wHich they calfed bi|« 
kiiy and at the end ot theie billets they commonly infeitdl 
ftoHS: Ibifieoce c^cr taken • finasa. tbe Vkkf Scapcure,' or thf 

-^ d 2 ** feir 



^* "^df in a great gemos by:Utdc tS^ng^ii, iiid 
'• in a common genius by great cites. •' 

This remarkaHc fim^eity (hcweA itfttf, 
when the fnhjaa 6f di&oixrfe turned tipdh 
<jQD, or on hinsifel£;. lb that the 'day'bef^ 
lie died, an ecclcfiaftic of dcq^ knowfed^ 
and great virtue coming to vifit Wihi as^ 4ie 
himfdf had defired, and fiaying'an.bottr'widb 
liim, was fb edified by his converlaticm, t&sit 
Be faid to mp^ ^' go and comfort 3Pourftlf V'if 
**' Go !>, calls him, yoii have great reaf^ lb 
^* return him thanks^ for the grace hef his 
V given him. I always mach admired Ms 
•'great parts, but I never remarkecf the gfiftt 
*• limplicity I have juft now been withefs^} 
'V this is a matchlefs inftwcc in fuch a geiOiSs 
^' :^ he is: I could wifh widi all my hie^yit 
•* tbbc in his place." The curate ofBtJ 
Stephen's church, who was with him 4n 
^1 his illnefs, was a wimefs of the fame b^- 
l^Viour, and often ofed to iky; this i^ iA^ 
^tol a child, he i^ humble and fubmiflivc 
as a babe. It was owing to this fimj^d^^ 
thu full liberqr was granted to teSi hini 'bf 
llis failings, and he complied wi^ the adfi-^ 
tes you gave lum witlmt any refiftanQe« 
^The extraordinary vivadty of his teo^^r 
tikde hW fooietinie* ib impat^ tiMi^^k 

was 
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m» ^bBlc»}t tp pkaiiif hkn } but whfsn jou 

took no^oc^of it to liuiK or when he objfervr 

d^f tpait hk impatknce vexed any onei he 

imde amioods for It bj fqclv a courteous be.r 

l)<avidt)ri and ie iozny g^od cffices^ . that he 

43ev«r)dt any body's Ifiei^fhip. I endea*' 

?Dur to.be ascondfe as. I can, for otherwUe 

t (bould have foany {»rticukrs to mention^ 

i»i^c»i every one of the heads I have taken 

tpotice^fs but as I have no defign to enc^ 

jfirge my telation, I now come to hTs laft 

^^|nej($. This began by his being febsed with 

j^iilriing^ loathiBtg g£ idl nonrifhnient, two 

)|Miit^ btfoit his deifcth. H^ phyfician adr 

VH^hfan to ^^t>ftain froim all folids, and io 

k'Jf^&f^i Whilft he was in this condition he 

jfedbgrmed a very remarkable charitaUe a£tl^ 

,j9n/ . 'He had in bis own houfe with him, 

-t giped boneft timty wiui his wile ma all bis 

ipxily, had , given tbem a room in his hou^ 

^^ditjri^faedthem wlthfinng. All thji^J^ 

^#t;€>ujt of chft^^, lor he d^w no oth<r v^ 

Jfo^iia^, excepting ^at of not being quito 

:4e§talDne in hjb houfe. . This good imn Ht^ 

MQ^ih' taAxtt at diai time Uf o^ (he Ms^ 

.yfidlfi'' iof bradM^, iMi^i^ itij aSiftance wia 

tmmt^.if'Msihi^ pfnf»y 

43 chil^ 
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r children. This obliged him tp think how th^^y 
plight be parted. But as he was afra^4 th^re 
>vould be danger, in movixig the iick pcrfon 
..out of his hoqfe in that condition, he ch^fe 
rather to go qut of his own hpufe^ though 
he ^a^ fo yery ill hioifelf. There is lefp dan- 
ger, fays he for me, in my changing my ha- 
bitation, and therefore it is neceifary that I 
fhould leave it Thus he quitted his hou^ 
the 29th of June, to come to us, and yent inr 
to it no more ; for thr^e days aft^r v^ards a 
violent cholic^bcgan to fci35e hini, wliichffp- 
tirely- deprived him of llcep. But as he pof- 
. fefi?d a great courage and ftrength, of ni^, 
.)ie underwent thqfe torturing pains with a 
furprieing patience. He got up for all this 
.everyday, and would help himfeir to h;s 
medicines, without fuifering the leaft thipg 
. to be done for him. The phyiicians who 
bad the care of him, feeing he was in gBeat 
l^aldy but finding his pulfe very good^ with- 
pjul aay. drought or appearafii^ of 4 fever, 
AiTared us there wbb np d^ger, making ufe 
of thcfe very words, ^ There . is not the 
.^* leaft fliadow of danger." Notwithftand- 
;ingaU they faid, finding himfelf enfeebled 
, by the continuance of his pains, and tedious 
.^ant of ileef^i 3^r the fou^tl) day of his 

com^ 






<«^ 



Mr,;P^A6t;H AL. \y 

edmplabt 6f the cholic, and even befbf e he 
fceptto his bdd, he fcnt for the curate and 
confei&d himfelf. This made fome noife 
aiiiongft his friends, and obliged fome of 
them, alarmed with terrible apprehenfiohs 
for him, to cbmeandvifit him. Even His 
phyficians could not conceal their furprife, 
faying it was an inflance of fuch an appre^ 
bendon of danger as they did not expe<£l 
frdm him. ^ . : 

My brother, feeing the concern they were 
is, was out bf humour at it, I intended, 
ffiid he, to have received the communion, 
Imt finc6l fee people fo furprizedat my con-i 

* feiiion, I fliould be afraid my communicat- 
ing would encr^afe their alarm: It is thcrc'. 
^e better that I ihould defer it, and the^ 
cumte being of the fame opinion, he did not 
cotxiiminicate. * His iHnefs ilill continued^. 

' and as the curate came to pay him a vifit horn 
time to time, he embraced ; ail thofc p^jpdr-i^ 
timities of corifeffing himfelf, biit.faid ho-f 
thing of iti left people (hould be frightitedybenv 

" caulbthe phyficianS always affirmed^ that>his 
^Itlnefi was not dangerous ; and indeed ))iisf,|pakis 
dimmifiied io much ^ that he fometitnes got up 
and i^riitedabout hkrdom. However hiapaibs 

' never Hitirely left him, bit f^metinies even 



ooRfideMbly; ' Thoogli ^hls^flid lior ttavtic iSit 
phy&iMx^j yet whatever ihty coakt iaifi /he 
adways ikid hkniaf he yns In ilttig^ ^ni 
never &iled codcffiog himfdf ««tty^ite» ite 
Cttfate came to fee him. ^ At tbiijttodQQ^of 
ttAie he made fab w^, in >vr]^di - the poo^ 
were not fbrgotifen/ aiid hd Itidf ^/irioloiii 
Ihroggle widi himf^not tx> leave thentmomj^ 
for he toM me that had MDr. Ps^iby iiits 
at Paris, and coofented to it, he viooldiiavi 
diTpofed of all he had an hvwt of ihit^d^ 
)n (hort his whole heart and w^VM»pB» 
pofifeiTed in their hdialf» and beAhn oftsii 
iaid to me, How oomes it that I have nevee 
done any thing for &e poor, tlioo^Iiiiii 
hid 6> great an alFeAion for them: fd[t>js^ 
laid I, kecauie your fortune was deveeveon^ 
fidcrable enough for you to give tlnsor ai^F 
neat a0iftanee. To this he anfwcrod : rSftibe 
I had not wealth enoiq;h tn^ let thenrptrtake 
with me, I oo^ to have beftowed:mf itinae 
i/ad ittf pains upon them, and it is in. tlda that 
I hswe been wantmg* If the phyficians fpeali 
^siith^ and Gon permits me to: recover from 
^las iUoels, lam determined to haem naiMher 
^Mpopation K en^yment, easeept viri»act vHU 
Itt fot the (ervioe of die poor^ during :tb$ 
— ?[cm^iin4t«r 
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^•••^ ^^■^^^••'Wp^f •*^^*' . AM^wK '•^M^ •T'^'W jf fl^^WJv ^f^F^Pwf 

iM at:M)gr tbe cowl^ h« wn 'J9»- Iwr 

lie-, tbbftrveii.aiiir (mk in jtffi^tipp tOiiiwslMli 
faAr thcni^ be wcnid hjy " X>o noirbKiil 
** > caDoaned Ibi: mc» fidnae^i 1».i|m» f)«|itiii| 
^. ^MB q£> a^ChofiiaOt: haeaia&, faf/ir ^!Mi^ 

!!^ fidBBbdoi; evHs, : dqiriywt of ^ib« bn«i|| 
*f vandf pioafiircs. ot tbe: feoT^t, «»ri]^ j^soDit 
!.V'aU tbafe paffioin wbkb wotk ifjeRmi >a» 
^.loog' as we' fixe, fice £ram .fttaNf^BiDflc 

5V death. ShaM wAdSMS^m^ im6 ^a? 

^*^ «o fad ^b]r neoBffi^JB-dMtibOK cne oiqdil 
!f ' Mk bc&^sOt and terJbaie aotbnlg elle to. ^ 

'■A-Ji;i:.. •!; " 4 ■ " hut 
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^^ but htimMyiirta peaotAti^^ it^f 

^^ For this ftafoh, all V^yk 'io befeedb 
f ^ '*Gop; to grant me this fevoar:*^' ' 

^l^hold here in whaft a di(jpdj[ltk>n he ttn* 
dferwent all his affliidions. ' '^ t: 

- He was extremely ddfifous of r«c6iying the 
comtAunion, bmt the* pbyllkians^oipliDfed it, 
^fld (hid he could dot (do it fa^itig ejfcept k 
5vas at night, which he 'did riot care to do 
without evident necefiity ; for to commoni^ 
cate in the fenfe of a viaticum one ought 
to be in danger of approaching dea^& t Which 
not being his cafe they could not give hite 
that counfcL This oppofition vexed faim,;bQt 
he was obliged to yield to k. His cholic fHQ 
oontiriuing, they ordered him prqier wafers 
to drink, which brought him griat eafe. Bat 
on the fixth of Auguft he felt a great giddi- 
hefs and pain in his head. Though the phy- 
:ficians were not alarmed at. this, as they zf- 
furedhim it was only occafioned by tiie va- 
pours from the waters, yet for all that he 
Gonifefled himfelf, and preflibd them with in- 
'^edible earaeftneis to let him receive the 
communion, and that in the name of Gon 
4hey wdild find out fome method to remove 
thofe inconvenieno^ that had hitherto been 
•bjeAeei to k^ and he urged this fo ftroaglj^ 

thjit 



Mr. P ASCII A L. lix 

ijb^t ;|rpf;rfon priest reproaph^d Jilrfi for his 
uneeiineis, and told^him Jtie ought to fubmh 
to the fentiments of his friends, thaf; he was 
b^ter^ tl)4t he had hardly any remainder of 
thechplic, an4 that being^ only diilurbed by 
^e vapour of the water, it was not propei? 
foF him to fend for (he Holy: Sacrament; but 
that he had better defer It 'till he could receive 
k at church. To this he anfwered. Nor- 
|>pdy is fei^iable hqw I am, and as people do 
aot feel it they will find themfelves in a mi- 
ilake about nvy lUnefs : There is fomething 
.|l)ore extraordinary than ufual in this pain of 
Ijiy head. However as he faw tl;ie, Qppo^t^on 
fo great againfl granting his reqaefl:, h^ 4id 
not venture to talk ^ny more on the ful^d, 
but he faid, '' Since I mufl pot be allowed 
this favour, I would willingly fupply it's 
place by fonie good adion, and fince I have 
it not in my power to communnicate with 
the head, I am defirous of communicating 
'^ with the members, and for that reafon I 
1* am defirous p,f having fome poor (ick pcf^ 
fon brought in^ hithef, who ipay ^ave tbc 
fame fervice done to him that is. done, to 
mc, let him have a nurfe on; pui;po(e for 
hims ^nd in fhort let there be no difier- 
Cjice made jsetweeq him and me. ^> I 

« {hall 



It 

€C 
(C 



CC 

CC 

CC 



«c 



V a ppor^croatuce 1$ as well tak^ti cure of ^ 
*< I am, m tbftt coi^iion I feel to fee tny&Uf 
*^. fi>< plentilfuUy provided with cf cary thbg^r 
•• F«r whcp I reflea that whttft I have werjr 
^* thing ia fuch ao abundanee, then h ait 
^. io^nite ftuBOtber of poor pccf^le ^votfe than 
<< I^oi, whd waat e?en inecdE&ries, it ia fti 
^^ great a grief to me that I cajinot fupport 
<* myfelf under it, and therefore 1 heg <>f 
^ you to enquire of the curate for fome fick 
^^ perfi>n who may anfwer my intention/* ^ 
'I difpatched a mei^ge immediately t^ the 
curate, who fent me word that he knew of 
na fidcperfon fit to be removed, but that aa 
jfeon as my Inrother was well, he would a£forid 
fcim the naeans of exercifiog his charity, bf 
^idng him an old man to take care ^ for 
the left of his life ; for the curate had .n<k 
^ leafl doubt then of mybrother's recofwy, 
l/ybeik he iaw he could not have any of 
dv^poorin the iaioe houfe with him, 1^ klh 
tfcated me tatio him the favour to get hiih 
carried to the hofpital of incurables, becanie 
lielMttIa great defire to die in the con^fSumy of 
^poor. I tdkl him, the {^yficiam thoi^t 
|r improper to have him conveyed any whe<o 
mUirprefetttQO^^ This gave him great 

uneafinefs. 



Mr. f ASC^^L. hi 

lascbfitteft; and he midVi^ if 

ke had'iMic a little relate ^omliiiit^itaipiiimts^ 
I^wooldgrstntiMthat&tfe&aipnv - ^ 
V In tl|« fiaeaft titne the p4fl^ hi hislitad in* 
ir^£afii%, hdib^red k/as he di other iUs^ 
^rithotiR the l6aft corAfdabt. Otiice on the 
lb^<sntee»ih ks£ Augu^ mi in cbc^ grtfMeil; 
^olence ^ his pun^ he defired I wtfOid^ get 
& dcinfulbtiaQ c^ phy0ciEi»| bat at tiio fiime 
lime raiiiog Tcrupka abput it^ he (aid to mo^ 
I am afraid 1 am too icdtcitous in my ieqiM& 
Howei^er I |m>cored wfaitt he defired^ aad the 
l^yfidaiii ordered him to drink foop ^hey^ 
cxiiUbntly a0iiring him that he was in oyddn*- 
ger^ and that k was only a meg^iiii inijn^ 
with^ the ^ipour proceeding from the watii»9 
yet wh^terer they could fay gauiad o^ qm^ 
6k with him, and he defiled he pof^ 
hare ibme ecclefiaftic to pais the ni^ wl^i 
]^» and indeed I myfelf found h«n<^:i> 
very Hli'that without £iying any things I ar« 
4ered in, wax pandlesi and all that waa|ei|i||- 
6» for his receiving the oommMlyoa dB&wst 

> TiifiiA -arete not utmeqe^aiy pfCfiiiplioQ^, 
'fcit-^qie ufi^l J^iOQtr tbaa^^io i|W|iiii||^ 
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we thought he -was dead, and wc were all 
of us extremely concerned to fee him die 
without the adminrftradon of the Sacrament; 
after his having fo often and fo eameftly re-: 
queft€d it. But Go C, to recoiiipenfe fa 
juft ahd earrieft- it defire, miraculoufly fuf- 
ipended his convulfitwi and reftoi;ed him to 
as found a judgment as he had when in pcr- 
fed: health, fo that the curate entering his 
room with the Holy Sacrament, cried oot td 
him^ behold he is here whom you have fo 
greatly longed for. Thefe words rouzed him 
quite, and as the curate approached him to 
adminifter the Communion, he fummoned all 
his ftreAgth and raifed hlmfelf half up in his 
bed to receive it with the greater refped!, 
and the curate having queflioned him, accord- 
ing to cufloiti, upon the principal myfterie^ 
of the faith, he anfwered diftindlly, yes Sir, 
I believe all this with" my whole heart. He 
then received the holy viaticum ahd the ex- 
treme undlion, being fo tehderly aJBTedted at 
it that he let fall fome tears. He made all 
his refponfes, returned the curate his thanks, 
and when he gave him the benedi£tion with 
the Holy Sacrament he faid^ may God nd- 
ver fdtfake me ; which were almoft his laft 
words^ for in a moment after he had finifhed 
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his tfaankr^ying the ccmvulfion fits returned 
upon bim, which never after left him, or 
gajre his mind the leaft free interval, but con-^ 
tinned on him till his death, vrhich happen- 
ed four and twenty hours afterwards, on 
the nineteenth of Auguft, 1662, at one 
o'clock in the morning, when he was thirty 
nine years and two months old. 
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Written to a Friend in the Country: 

• • « * 

.On the; difputes ofthe Sqrbonne^ with 
the invention of the term next Power, 
which the Molinist made ufe of to 

I ^ draw a cenfure upon Mr. Arnauld. 

SIR, 

U . and I have been under a very 
great miftake : I was not unde^ 
teived till yefterday» I thought till 
then, that the disputes of the So r bonne had 
been of imp6rtance and of the laft confe^ 
.qnence to religion. So many meetings of a 
company fo famous as the Faculty of Divinity 
at Paris, and when fo many extraordina- 
ry thipgs have pailed even beyond example, 
luve made the world conceive fuch an ex- 
alted idea of it, that one cannot believe but 
that there muft be fotne extraordinary rea- 
fon for it. However, you will be very 
much furprifed, Sir, when you ihall leam by 
this letter, in what all this great buftle ends. 
VoL^^I. B And 
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And this ts what I fhall tdl yoti m ^ verf few 
words^ having made myfeU a perfcd maiter 
of th^tafc.^ .... 

Two queftions are examined : one of 
fadl the o^er x)f . ri^L * ,.-?:•' 

That of ifaft is to know whether Mr, 
Arnauld be guilty of rafhnefsfor having 
faid'in his fecond letter, " that he ha^ dili- 
** gently read the book of Jansenius, but 
^' has not found therein the propofitiops 
** that were condemned by the late Pope*}*' 
neverthelefs he declares, ^^ that as he C09- 
" dcmns thofe proportions wherever he Sndi 
^^ them, he condemns them in Jansb^ius^ 
'' if they be thete.f' 

Now the-qu6ilioto is to know, if he; Mr. 
ARNAUt]},'be guil&jTof raflinefs by hinting 
his doubts whether thofe proportions be i)i 
JanssWius or no, after the Bifhops have 
declared that they are. 

This affair was propofed in the Soreonne. 
tSeventy one do<3:ors undertake Mr* Altt- 
NAUtD's defence, and maintain that he could 
*makeiK> other anfwer, to fo many writings that 
ib pr^fflngly required his^ opink>n whether 
thofe propoiitibn^ were in the book, tjian 
thii, vi:^. ^^* That he had not feen them 

: *■ luioecnt Uie Xtb> 
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** there." But iieverthelbfs, he condemned 
them, if they were there. 

Nay fomc of them went farther; and 
deckred, diat though, after all the diligent 
fearch they had made, they could never find 
them there, yet they had found fome that 
were quite the reverfe. 

Thdy afterwards proceeded to demand 
very earneftfy, that if any doftor had feen 
them there, he would be fo good as to fhow 
them ; that this was a thing fo very eafy, 
that it could not be refufed, bccaufe it would 
be a certain way to bring them all over, even 
Mr. Arm AULD himfelf But that has been 
always refufed. You now. Sir, underftand 
ihe proceedings on one fide. 

On the other fide, there were fourfcore 
iecular dodofs, and about forty Mendicant 
ftiars, that condemned Mr. Arnauld's 
propofition, without fo much as examining 
whether what he faid was true or falfe ; zf^^ 
firming at the fame time, that the queftion 
tiid^not regard the truth but the raflmefs only 
of his propofition . 

- Befides thefe, there were fifteen, who 
*wcrc ttdt for the cehfiirc, and they are called 
the indifferent. Thus ended the quefl:ion re- 
lating to the matter of fa<fi:, about whidi I 
- - B 2 muft 
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muft (nvn I give myfelf very little trouble j 
for whether Mr. Aksauld be ra(h, or not^ 
is a c^e that does not touch myconfcience at 
all. And had I the curioiity to know f£ 
thefe proportions are in Jansenius^ his 
book is neither fo icarce, nor (o large, birt 
that I can read it entirely over, and fatisfy 
myfelf without confultiqg the Sorbonne« 

But, if I was not* afraid of incurring the 
cenfure of being rafh myfelf, I bdieve I 
fliould follow the opinipn of alinoft every one 
I fee, who believing till now the common rc^ 
port that thefe propofitions were in Janse^. 
Nius, begin at prefent to think otherwife, 
upon thatiodd refufal that has been made to 
point them but; I have not yet met with any 
.one foul that could ever fay that he had ieen 
them. . So that I fear this [4anie] cenfuce 
will do more harm than good, and makp 
fuch an imprefTion, . on thofe that fhall be 
acquainted with the truth of the ilory, as 
will utterly deftroy what it intended to prpvff. 
For to tell you the truth, the world is . now 
a*-days fo diftruftful, that they will believe 
nothing but w;hat th<iy fee. But as I faid 
before, this point. is but of little importance 
fince faith ia no way concerned, • 
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The qtieftion of right, indeed, ieems to 
he knucb more confiderable, becaufe in that, 
faith is concerned : for which reafon I have 
taken particular care to inform myfeif about 
it. But you will be very well picafed to 
find, Sir, that this queftion too is as trifling 
as the firft. 

The • bufinefs was to examine what Mr. 
'ARNAUtD has faid in the fanie letter : 
*^ that grace, without which one can do 
^' nothing, was wanting- to St. Peter in 
^* his fall/' Upon which, yoii. Sir, arid I 
tfiought that the grand principles of grace 
would have been exanrined, that we might 
have known whether grace Was of was not 
given to all men, or if it was efficacious or 
not. ' But ' how much were we mtiftaken ! 
Would you believe it, ^Sir, I am become *a 
inoft acute divine, in a very little tiifte, of 
Which you (hall foon fee the proofs. ' 

To know the real truth of the matter, I 
ftiade a vifit to my neighbour Mr. N. doc- 
tor, of the college of Navarre, who »is (as 
you very well know) oni of the moft bitter 
izealots againft the Janfehiils : and as my 
€urio{ity made me alnK>ft as wa#m as himfelf^ 
I afkedhim if the aflembly would not mak^ 
a formal dccifion ^\ that grace is given to 

B 3 "all 



6 LETTER J. 

*' all men/' that the wnld migKt have no 
more doubts on that head. Sir, iaid he wkii 
fome warmth, and in a furly tone, that's not 
the point. He owned at the fame time, that 
there were fi^eral of his party whp held^ 
that ^^ grace was not given to all men«'* 
That the examiners themfelves had declared 
in a full Sorbonne, that this opinion was pro« 
blematical, and that he himfelf .thought ^ 
top, which he coni&rmed to me by a cele- 
brated paflage in St. Augustin, ^* we know 
*' that grace is not given to all men/' 

I begged his pardon, for miftaking hj» 
meaning, and defired him to tell me^ if the 
ailembly would not at leaft condeoui that 
other c^ikuon of the Janfenifts, which 
makes fuch a noife in the world, viz. *' that 
*^ grace is efficacious, and that it determin^^ 
<' the will [inefiftibly] to do good.*' Bu^ 
I was as unlucky in my iepond queftion as J 
was in my firft. Sir, faid he, ^ you know 
nothing^ at all of the matter. These is 
tko hprefy in that prx)pofition : It is an 
orthodox tenet, all St. Thomas's difciples 
are of the fame ofunion, "^and I myfelf 
maintained it in my publick diiputations Jo 
theSorlwppc, 

I wat 



i iras {ifiaid to prcfkife.^iijF £irt]i0r dsibtiSpi 
\kL% at Uhb fame tiitxe^ I ^kiofcw d^ M^i^ 
tile cfifficciliy lay ; yet to iiiilbnki my^£ mbre! 
*fidly^ i/d^ficed hiin toilet Jdae kilo^;, id irbat) 
t]iie0]erd^ of ,Mr. AiusAui»'a jpf^^^am^ 
coitMe(L'i It is, laid - be, m tfaatlMr. hA^ 
Hiuu 1. 9 .doei not ; afio^ that die ' juft. hjUirft' 
die power to fdifil :GpB/'t .c6A)nui«d^>< i m the 
ifaattiertfaat we'juntietjftaiid it; : < ; I 

: Aftor ti^inifbrm^itioa I left bim S' afid tiofc 
a'iktfe l^roud^ thatil .iUouid idifisorec fvSika:^ 
the difficoityrlay,: I went iifuned]a4)% tbSnd 
6ot Mrl N. who' !ki kecQveiing: bk. l^ealtb 
every day^ aind had flrdn^ lesfeough to gQ 
with me to his brother in laif, wWk Mi 
pn^efled a Jan&Dtfi: as any onein tlie worlds 
tot withal u very hoiieft, ikrortfay, gpbdoian* 
la order to be tih^ better tebeimli I pretend-* 
ed to be of his party, and &id, is it poffibld 
that the Sorboivae fliould briing iata the 
Church &ch an error as tfais^ ^^ that aft 
^^ die )uft have always the powc;^ lo fiiltt 
ty Gofi's commandments F' What do ]»m 
neati, Sir, iaid he, by talking in this man^ 
ner, wiU you caU fuoh a catholic ^o^oe 
as diat, an error ?.:nothing but a. 'Lutheran 
or a Caivinift ever denied it. What^ iaid I,are 
not the Janfeniils of that opinion } No, Sir; 

B V faid 
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faid hey -we tov^tem^m^ htcdiai wad 2n^* 
pious^ ;^rpriifcd iitt^tUis teply> I ifcton^-I^ 
had o^r-aiSed the jm&mA now, ai Ihmk 
done the iMoMnifirfaefoone. Bat as I iif aa* nob 
quite (ktisiiedwkh hir anfmir, :I hegg^ dk 
hkat to tell -me truly and ingenuoufl jr». if :he 
bdieved ^^ Aat the juft :had abmps:a tcoe 
*^ abilit^' to obferve. die. divine ^pncqpts/'^ 
MygenUcman grew a little .warm upon tfaxi^:: 
and (with an holy^ sseal) told me, that .he 
would not diiguife his fentiments for. any 
conlideration in the world ; that it was h^ 
belief, and that he and all his friends would' 
maintain it to the laft moment of their liveSy 
as being: the; puie. dodrine of 6t« TnouJi^i 
and St. Ail GUST IN their maften 
. He.fpokethis ib. ferioufly, that I had -no 
more room to doubt of it. Upon this I re«*. 
turned to my ^ft do&or, and told him with 
a ..great deal of fatisfadion, that I was very - 
fure, that'pe^e would, ibon be made, in the 
Sotixnme, that the iJnxdkmAs to a man ac-- 
koqwiedge that the juft have power to fulfil \ 
thecodimands; that I would pawn my life 
upon it, and that I would Itnake themidll \ 
fign it with their Uood, Softly, Sir, .£ud; 
he, not.ib fail ; a nian muft be an exceli- ■ 
|?|)t4ivio?^ tQ c)ear up $? dclk^at? a poiuta . 

The 



tfe iMTct qic g igtweiainoBr ig : fa ^htflhaadi 
itk6y cthat^wr:ican^]m(% tefi. where k..i£ 
ottdblvct^ : and maSBcpini^y. too iUfiieiilt for 
)Mr tDL.topmpiebeQd ; fbrefb! Gcntedtod vmki. 
&«^iAdQg>ihat tbe Janfiniifts :wiU:teI{: ywu 
that the jtt£tliaye:nll the power :to: jEblfil the 
dttoaeipneopto, which is nit the ihitig we di& 
{Hltei Inrt'they will'never tell! you; that thisl; 
power fis; theLUTOT iaw»k, which is: thfc 

pQlhtrinrdelBate; \ c^ , * - *^ 

: Tin&2\Y^rd:is^ijiute;npw^to^ine9 and.hM 
deed unintelligible. I thought J had uilder^ 
ftbod th& ixiatter tokrafofy ^dlbefbte^ hut 
this term threw, a Imift over the wholeaffiur; 
and in ny opinion was invented fpr nothing 
elie'but to perpiexi I defired therefore that 
he^ would ejqdainity hut he.feemed to make 
a myfi:eryx)£ it, and without any farther ^«^ 
ttt&^oh^ .fdnt mc. back to tl>e . Janfenifts^ 
tovQiquire if they allowed /that the. power 
Gf:the> jiift, .was a NEXT PowE^?. : 

iqontmvtted this term to my m^nary-t 
I idBty memory^ b^caufe my underftandh^. 
had n^^ing' to do wi^ k. But lefk I (bcmhA 
forget it, I ran away immediatjcly l;o» my 
Jahfenift, and immediately . after the .firi^ 
compliments, pf ay Sir, faid I, doycAla^ow 
of a NJBXT. TOWER ? He feU/a; Ja»ghing, 

and 
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and : Very .cabbly: nfiied^/cb jou, -S^; fifft 
tell me in what &8& you iimcbrftand it, .nidt 
tfaea I will tdl you, what I thiDiL.^:]b 
But as my learning did not go ib far^ ISimmk 
myfelf unabk to give him ^a&y^aofwvi: $ hut 
however not to make my vifitcdttrdyufblfile/. 
feid ly (at random) I onderfiaod it tta Ihe 
6aie that ;the Mdin^ do« Pray iwhi^;of 
Ae MoUnifls, , laid he, very caknly? :M^ 
all of them, faid I, as they all mafaecbot 60^ 
Mid the iamie body, and aU afi: byoiie jiad 
the fame fpirit* \ 

Ahl iiaid. he, you koowitcry litiie o£ ihe. 
imMer. Theyag^ee fo little in tfaeiam0 
^ontimants, that yoa will find thenr quite bpit 
|x>fite to each other. 'Tis true, thejr.alL a^^ 
gmetominMr. Arnauld, aiul th er e fa ie 
tewe diought proper that all q£ them fhooM 
loaiDe nfe of^ and pronounce widi ihcar fipt 
ihe word next, diough they undecftandit 
differently; that fo by this uQity of. iaiw 
gva^, and outwacd cciiformity, thcjr may 
mdkc a confidorafale body, and caDmpoie a 
tbiOM mxtotvom party, to cri^ htm .wttii 
U& o^pofition, and greater afliirance* 

Thkr anfwer really afioniflied fnei ibqt 
yet, without 9^aking any ill impreilion upoa 
ane a^xmt the wicked defigos .of tibe Mdti^ 

I nifts. 
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niftsy ^wluc)l I woul4 t^ <^^^^ upon any 
man's iiogk teiHoKHiy . Wheipfore in ^ af^ 
faiTy whcrda I was fo. Iit|le'0mcarnedi n^y 
hoAads was only to knovf , wrhat .rafianinj^ 
tfaejr give i^o that myileirioas word nbxt^i 
I wfli explain it wit^ all say heart, qmih 
ht^ bat you will &e iuch grois clafhiog, and 
GQQtfadidioii, that you will Istf dly beUev«^ 
me; you will fnCppGt my veracity. Yov^ 
wfll be better fatis£bd, to .hear it explained b^ 
diemiciyes j if you want a direi^iop I'wi^ 
give you one $ you have nothing to dolmt tf 
snake .a Separate' vifit to one Mr, le Mctxnx^ 
and one to ^ther Nicoil^i. I neidxer )cao^ 
the one npr the other, faid I. See thM^ f i^ 
pUed hp, if you 4q not .^^^ fqiiie iQpjbef^ 
that I wiU name tp 3^u^ ^^bo IbUow Mf. Ml 
Mom e's opinion.*-^ happfttcd b|r.gOQd hp^ 
to knowi<Hxie of them. Xhea^ faid he, d9^yoi| 
know any of tl^ofe Pqcoiqica^ 
the new Thomifts, who all foUow the<^ioi| 
«f father Nicol ai ? I chancedto knowibiyu| 
of them too; sind being refcAved to fbllom 
bis advice^ ^ dear up tbe^^&B; I iiff^tdit 
redly to one x^ Mr. aLc Mo^iN^'s^dif^es* ' 
I begged the £ivour of fiim to %qII vm 
wi^at it was toiiave the kjcxt pow^ jt jCp^^k? 
My thin^ ? That is very ea/^, &id he; it i| 
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to have all that is necellaiy towards it^ 
m fuch a manner that nothing be wanting 
[to complete the adion.] So then, faid I^ 
to have the next powbr to pafs a river is 
to have a bodt, waterman, oars; 6cc. (b that 
liothing' be wanting ; very right, quoth he; 
And to have the next power to fee, is 
10 have good eyes and good light. For ac- 
cording* to you, though a man fhould have 
6ver {o good eyes, and yet be in the dark, he 
would not have the next power to fee, 
becaufe light would be wanting, without 
whidi one cannot fee at alL You reafefl 
vtry lexically, faid he j why then, faid II 
dMfeqtiently when you fay that all the juft^ 
at atltitaes have the next power to ob^f 
the commandments ; you mean that they 
always have all that grace which is necefiaiy 
to Ibch obedience, in fuch a manner that no^ 
thing is wanting on God's part. Hold, faid 
he/ the juft have every thing that is neoef- 
&fy to ki^ep the commandments, or at leaft 
lb requeft it of Gov. Said I, I underftand 
yoQ very well j they [the juft] have all that II 
liecefiary to implore God's divine afiiftance l^ 
prayer, but want no freih grace to enabte 
them to pray. You underftand me, $tpl 
&)d he. But is it not requifite to hav€f.«6 

elficacious 
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^caciQ^ ^€^> tcr excite .ua to make o^ 
: prjayers to^Gp© ? No, laid: he^ and Mf . x.» 
MoiKE .will toll you the feme* : 

Not to lofe time, I went to the Jaootim^ 
9sA enquired for thoiie that I was fare, w^ro 
yo^t oew ThomHb, J prayed them to tell 
me what they meant by next power? Is 
it not that, faid I, to whiqb nothing i^ wanfr* 
kig to make it adi ? No, replied they. But 
pcay father, faid I^ do you call that power 
whidi is deficient, next ? And will you iay 
for example, that a man in the night, without 
ftoy fort of light, has the next power to 
fifc ? Ay marry has he if he be not bUndt 
and: you will believe us. With all mf heartg 
&id I, but Mr« LE MoiNE underftanda it 
q^ite Qtherwife. That is very true^ faid they^ 
^c we underftand it in the manner we ha^ 
told you. Jufl as you pleafe for that, j&id I^ 
for I wiH never difpute about ternM, if I 
an» but. informed in what feofe they are t0 
iMLjandcrAood. By your definition } &pii, 
l^t wlwn ypu fay the juft l»y# always 
the, NEXT-POWER to prfty to Go©, y(Mi nGmm 
fjl^t they want foroe other affi^ance topray^ 
without which, they would not pray at all* 
,Ql faid the :fether, embracing me^ prodi^ 
( fipus wdil 1 prodigious well indeed ! Sof ^j 

^ [the 
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Vcty true, qvoththe Jacobin, I beg your 

|>ardon, Sir ^^ this let me throughty into the 

Tecret myftery of their defign ; and fifiog 

,up to. take n^j^ leave, faul 1/ father;s^ indeed 

.and indeed,. I am very much afraid that all 

this is but mere quibble ; and let all your 

ailemb)ies and meetings end as they will, I 

.will venture toprophcfy, that though you may 

make the cenfure, you will never make peace* 

ror when it ffaall be agreed between you t6 

pronounce the fyllable next., who does not 

ee with .half an eye, that (as it haa not beda 

explained) both.parties will boaft the triumph. 

The Dominicans will fay that the word is 

.underfloodin their ienfe. and Mr. le Moine 

;in his ; and fo there will be morebuftle to 

explain, the .word* than there will be to intro^ 

^duce it. , For after , all^ there would be no 

igreat' rifque. to receive it without any meaa- 

,ing,' fince^ all the mifchief it can do muft 

*. l^ by it's meaning. But it would be fliame-- 

fuL and unworthy of the Sorbonne, and Fa^ 

culty of Divinity to make uie of captious and 

cequivoc^l ter^s, without explainip^ them. 

, Now good farthers, . I conjure you to tell rae, 

J (it is the laftqutfiion I ihall trouble you with) 

what muft Tbelicve, to be a [true] catholic ? 

i^ou muft (and all of them fpoke together) 

-. « fay* 
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fiy^ that all the juft have the next power, 
eK:ludiDg all fenfe and meaning whatever. 
jibjirahmdo a fenfu ^omifiarum^ et hfenfu 
aliorum thkolo^orum. 

That is, faid I, (and I was then juft go- 
ing away) I muft pronounce that word with 
my lips, for fear of being called a Heretic. 
For, is it a fcripture word ? No, faid they. 
Have-the Fathers, the Councils^ or Popes 
made ufe of it ? No. Db you find it in 
St. Thomas ? No. What occafion is there 
then to fpeak the word at all, iince it has nt^ 
authority^ nor any meaning of it's own to 
fupport it ? Sir, faid they^ you are very ob- 
ftinate, but you fhall fpeak it, or you will be 
an Heretic; ay and Mr. Arnauld too, 
for we have the majority 5 and if need be, 
we will oblige as many of the Cordeliers to 
join us as fhall carry the point. . 

I thought this laft reafon fo very good, 
that I made my bow, and left them, to go 
home to fend you this account, by which you 
fee, that neither party has approved, con- 
demned, or ib much as examined the points 
following, n)ix. i. *^ That grace is not giv- 
*' en to all nien. 2. That all the juft have 
** power to keep God's commandments. 3. 
" That neverthelefs they ftand in need of an 

Vol. I. C ** efficacious 
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cfficacicm« grace to dcteirininc their will to 
keep tbem, and even to pray. 4. Thal^ 
^* this efficacious grace is not always given' 
to all the juft, and that this grace depends 
upon the pure mdrcy of God.** Srf that 
there is nothing but poor next without 
fenfe or meaning that feems to be in danger. 
Happy the people that never heard of it ! 
thrice happy they who lived before next 
cxifted. In (hort, we are undone, if the 
gentlemen of the academy do not, by their 
plenitude of power, . hanifli out of the Sor^ 
bonne that barbarous word, which has 00* 
cafioned fo many diviiions. Unlefs they do^. 
the cenfure appears to me to l^. uuavoidi;^ 
ble, yet I do not fee that it can be attended^ 
with any other mifchief, than bringing the 
Sor bonne, into contempt jfor it's way of 
proceeding, which will take away that au- 
thority it ought to have on other occafioos, 
I leave you. Sir, at liberty, either to be 
for, oragainft the word NEXT, forleftecmi 
you too much to trouble you under fo ffi»«, 
vok)u$ a pretext* Should this accmint prove/ 
any ways agreeable, I will he fare to acni 
quaint you with every thing that paffea. 

Pa«», Jan. »3, 1656. I *»> ^9 ^^* 
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AS I was fealkig the kft letter I wrote 
to youj our old friend Mr. N. made 
me a vifit : It was the moft lucky thing in 
the world for my curiofity ; becaufe he is' 
extremely well acquainted with the prefent 
dbbates^ and knows the iecret of the Jefuits 
as well as they do themfelves ^ for he is con-* 
ilaotly with them^ and intimate with the 
diief anaongft them. After we had talked 
over the fubjedir of his vifit, I begged the 
favour cf him to tell me as briefly as pofiible 
vt^t were the points in debate between the 
two parties* He fatisfied me immediately, and 
told me there were two principal points. 
The firft' touching the next power ; the 
iecond touching suFFrciENT gracb. I 
explaisied the fkft, Sir, ia my kft letter^, 
and ihalt fpeak to the iecond in this. 

C z He 
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He told me then in fhort, tfiat Jthe dif- 
ference about sufficient GRACE, is this I 
The Jefuits maintain^ that there is a general 
grace given to all men^ but fubjedted in fndi^ 
a manner to free-will, that this general gracQ 
is rendered efFedive or inefiedive, as the 
will pleafes, without aflcing any further af- 
iiftance from God. And that this general 
grace wants nothing in itfelf to make it's 
operations efFeftual. For that reafon they 
call it SELF-SUFFICIENT. On the other 
hand the Janfenifts affirm, that there is no 
grace adhially self-sufficient, unlefs k 
be efficacious too j that is, that all tbofe 
graces that do not determine the will to a<^ 
cfFc6liyely, are infufficient for adion. Fsar 
fay they, no one can adl without effica-* 
cious GRACE : and in this confifb their 
difference. 

After this I defired our old friend to tell 
me fomething of the dodrine of the new 
Thomifts* That is the modft abfurd of all. 
faid he* For they agree with the Jefuits, to 
admit of a self-suf f ici ent crace 
given to all men, bat deny at the fame time 
diat men can a6t with that alone, that there 
is (till wantbg the gift of an efficacious 
GRACB^ which ^can really and truly deter* 

mine 
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miiie dieir will to action, and which [grace] 
God doth not give to all. Then according 
to this dodrine, faid I, this grace is both 
fiifficient and infufficient. Very rights faid 
he. For if this grace is able of itfelf to o* 
blige men to aft, there would be nothing 
more wanting, and if it is not able, Why do 

theycall it SELF-SUFFICIENT ? 

' But, laid I, where is the difference be* 
tween them and the Janfenifts ? They dif- 
fer,' Sir, faid our friend, in this, viz. That ^ 
the Dominicans, at leaft, go fo far as to fay 
that alt men have sufficient grace: 
f \*^hich the Janfenifts will not do.] I under-- 
ftand you, faid I ; but then they do not 
^ak as they think, becaufe they tell us af- 
terwards, diat to proceed to execution, we 
muft of neceffity have an efficacious 
GRACE, which is not given to alL So that 
as they agree with the Jefuits in adopting 
the fame nonfenikal term, fo they agree with 
the Jaiifenifts, in the real fubftance of the 
thing* That is true, faid he. What is the 
isafbti then, faid I, that the Jefuits and Do- 
minicans are fuch faft friends ? Why do not 
the Jefuits declare war againft them, as well 
9S againft the Janfenifts ? For dbey will aU ' 
ways 4nd a pQwerfiil adver(ary in the^Domi- 

C 3 means. 
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nicans, wlio maintaining the ntct&itf 'of 
jB F p I CAo 1 6 u s <^ It AC E to determine the 
win, muft necdfarily hinder the eflablidi* 
ment of that which they pretend to &y h 

SUFFICIENT of itfclf. 

The Dominicans, faid he, are too powi^- 
fiil, ^nd the Jefuits too cunning to attttCk 
"them openly; they are very we^l contented 
to have gained them 6Ver fo &r as to admit 
of their belf-supficient grace, even 
nominally, though they underftand it in a 
fenlc quite different. 

By this means the Jefuits will ^(ily m$kc 
the fentiments of the Dominicans appear fii- 
defenfiblc, whenever they pleafe* For, fiip- 
pofing that all men have sufpigiekt 
GRACE, there is nothing more natural than 
to conclude from thence, that there is no 
need of an efficacious one too/| becaufe 
the fufficiency of thofe general graces 
will exclude the neceffity of all others. For 
tcthatfeys sufficient,* fays everything^ 
that is ncceflfary to action ; And k will be 
of little fervice to the Dominicans to declare 
that they underftand the word sufficient 
in another fenfe. The people accuftome^ to 
the common meaning of the word, will 

jiot fo rouch 33 hear it explained^ Thus by 

to 
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this efxpreiSSon^ which the Dominicans have 
adopted, the Jefuits. have got advantage c- 
liobgh, without pufhing them any farther^ 
and if you knew what paffed under pope 
Clement the eighth, and Paul the fifth, 
and what oppdfitioti the Dominicans mad6 
to the Jefuits, who at that tjme were c- 
ftabliflbing the. doftrine of s tj r f i c i e n t 
<SRACE, you would be tio longer fur* 
prized, to find them fo eafy together now. 
Let them chjoy their opinions in God's name, 
fay the Jefuits, provided ours be fuflfered ito 
pafe, md efpecially fince the Dominicans have 
efpoufed the name of sufficient grace, 
afid agreed to make ufe of it on all public 
occafions. 

The Jefuits are very welf fatisfied with 
.this complaifance, they do not defire the Do- 
minicans to deny the neceflity of effica- 
cious GRACE J it would be pufliing theni 
too far I one fhould not tyrannize over one's 
friends : Befldfes, the Jefuits have got enough; 
For the generality of the world is fatisfied 
with words ; fevir fearch to the bottom of 
things. And thus the name of sufficient 
eRACE being received on both fides, though 
in different fenfes, there is not a foul, (ex- 
cept fortie clearfighted divines) but what 

C 4 will 
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will' thiflk^ both p(Mie$ ^ee as well iQi 
^ the {cti{t as they do in the «xpreflion4 ;^ 

I owned to my friend^ that I thought the 
Jefuits [to be] ^ derer fhrewd fetpf people : 
From hence^ I went ftrait away to the Jacor 
bins^ as my friend tadvifed me, and whom 
fhould I find at the door, but one of my 
very good friends, a ftaunch Janfenift ; (fbur 
J have friends qf all patties) who wanted ti^ 
fee one of the fathers, though not the ifime 
that I did. But with a great dea) of jntreaty 
I prevailed upon him to go along wi;h me ; 
I alked for one of my hew Thomifts, who 
was. quite in raptures to fee me again. So ! 
father, faid I, it is not enough then for all\ 
men to have a next power, (by which 
they can do nothing) but they muft have 
SUFFICIENT GRACE too, by which they 
can do as little. Is not that the dodrine of 
your fchools ? Yes, Sir, faid he:^ apd what I 
iliifly maintained myfelf but this very iporn-- 
in% in the Sorbonne. I talked there for half 
an hour together, and if it had not been fqr 
the hour glafs, I ihould have demolifhed that 
curfed proverb which rans about the ftrects 
of Paris, J3ir votes with bis cap Hke a Monk 
in the Sorbonne. What do you mean by your 
half hour, and your h9ur glafs, laid I ? Have 

they 



Aey: omimed your liamngues- to the nicety of 
a minute j) Yes tbey have, faid he, fome few 
days pajfL And are you obliged to fpeak your 
whdb half hour? No. Youmayfay^s littleatf 
;ym will, fdd he, but not as^ much as youwilU 
What a fine regulation is this, faid I, for a 
I^khe^ ! excellent excufe ! for t^ofe whp 
have nothing good to fay ! But to the point, 
£ither ; is this grace given to all men s u f f i- 
CI EN T? Yes, laid he. Yet ftill of po efFed^ 
replied J, without efficacious graci^ 
Very true,, faid he. And all men, continued I, 
have suFFicitNT, but all have not effi- 
c ACjrous QRACE ? Very true, faid he, agalcu 
But, anfwcrcd I, by this way of arguing, you 
muft conclude, that all men have grace e« 
nough, and that all men have not grace e-*. 
npugh i that it fufficeth, and fufficcth not.; 
diat it is nominally fufBcient, but really iur 
fnfficient. Upon my word, father, this doQr 
trine is extremely nice. Have you forgot finoe. 
you left the world what the word fufiicieixt 
fignified ? Do not yo\i ren^eipber that it in* 
dades all that is neceflary ? Yqu (^nnpt hayie 
forgot it ; give me leave to niake qfe of aa: 
example which comes qearer hopie to ybu, 
^d of which you mufl: be fenfible. If at. 
labile you had but two ounces of breads ^ 

but 



a6 L E T T E R II. 

» 

but c«e glafs of water a day, would you bfc 
fatisfied with your Prior, who fhould fay, that 
That with fomcthing mOrc, which he wodd 
never give, would be enough to keep you 
Acck and fat ? Why theft will you venture 
to tell all the world, that they have a suffi- 
ciBifT GRACE to aft by,when you acknow- 
ledge that there is another abfolutely necef- 
fary* which all men have not? Is this an ar- 
ticle of fo little importance, that you leave us 
to be indifferent, whether effigacioits 
GRACE be neceffary or not? Or tell us, that 
we cam never aft to any purpofe, though we 
have grace fufficient to do it ? Are fuch points 
indifferent ? What do you mean, replied the 
good father, by indifferent ? It is he^resy rank 
HERESY. To allow the necefSty of effi- 
cacious QRACE, to enable mankind toad 
with fuccefs, cffedlually, is a point of faith j 
and noiie but an Heretic will fay otherwifo. 

Where are we now, cried I, in the name 
of wonder ! and which fide muft I take ? If 
I deny the [general] sufficient grace, I 
am a Janfenift : if I admit of it, as the Jefu- 
tts do, fo that there is no need of an Effi- 
cacious GRACE, you fay I am an Heretic : 
and if I admit of it in the fenfe that you do, 
the Jefults call me a madman. What muft 

I do 
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f do then, under this inevitable neceffity of 
feeing either a madman, an: Heretic, or a 
Jpanfcnift ? And to what a pafs arc we brought, 
if th^ Janfenifts are the only people in alli^ 
ance both with faith and reafbn ; preferving 
themfelves at once, both from madnefs and 
tt-ror ? 

My Janfenift looked on what I fald to be 
a good omen, and thought he had gained 
me oven However, he faid nothing to me, 
but turning to the father, Pray, faid lie, 
tell me in what is it, that you and the Je^ 
fuits agree ? In this, faid he, that we both 
acknowledge that sufficient cracb is 
given to all men. But, faid I^ there are two 
things in that word sufficient > there is 
the found, and the fenfe ; the firft is nothing 
but wind, the laft is fomething real. 

If then you agree with the Jefuits in the 
words, and difagree in the fenfe, it is as plain 
as the fun at noon day, that you difagree entire- 
ly as to the fubftance of the term, and agree 
only in the found thereof. Is this a^ing fin« 
ccrcly and candidly ? 

But, replied the good man, iincewede* 
ceive no body by this way of talking, (for we 
publickly declare in our fcbools that we itn- 
dcr&mi the word ijuite Otherwik than the 

Jefuits 
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Jcfuits do) what do you complain of? I com-^ 
plain, anfwered my friend, that you do nor 
publifhtoallthc world, that by sufficient 
G 11 A c E you mean a grace that is not fuffi- 
cicnt. If you thus alter the ufual and com- 
mon terms of religion you are 'obliged in ho- 
nour and confcience to declare, that whcft 
you admit of sufficient grace in all 
men, you mean in effefl: that they have not 
sufficient grace. The Thomifts a- 
lone uriderftand the word sufficient in 
one fchfc, all the reft of the world in ano-- 
ther. All the women, which make one half 
of the world," all the court^ all the army, all 
the magiftracy, all the lawyers, merchants, 
artificers, the populace, in fliort all forts oi? 
people, except the Dominicans, by the word 
sufficient underftand every thing that is 
fequifite, and neceffary. Scarce any body is 
acquainted with your Angularity in this re^ 
{pc&i there is nothing faid'all the world o- 
ver, but only that the Dominicans teach that 
^ mankind have sufficient grace. 

What can we infer from thence, but that 
ihey*hold that all men have all that grace that 
is sufficient, efpecially when we fee them 
united as well in intereft as cabal with the 
Tefuits^ who underftand it In that fenfe? )>)es 

not 



L.E T T EH IL ug 

"not the uniformity of your expreiiions joined 
to this union of party both interpret and 
<X)niirm the uniformity of your fentimente ? 

All the faithful enquire of the divines 
what is the true Hate or condition of [human] 
nature fince the fall ? St. A u G u s t i n 
and his followers make anfwer that no man 
has SUFFICIENT (^RACE, but he alone ta 
whom God (hall think proper to give it. The 
Jefuits come and tell us, that all men bare 
grace adually sufficient. Confult the 
Dominicans upon this contradiction, and what 
do they do ? Why join with the Jefuits. This 
union makes a majority. They fcparate from 
thofe that deny sufficient grace. They 
declare that all men- have it. Cap any one 
iniagine from hence, otherwife, than that 
they fupport the Jefuits ? and yet they will 
tell you, that thefc sufficient grapes,, 
withou the efficacious ones (which are 
npt given to all men) are good for juft no-r 
thing at all. 

Shall I prefent you with a true pLfture pf 
the Church between thefe different opinions? 
Qmiider the Church then as a man^ <wha 
leaving his native country to travel, abroad^ 
falls into the hands of robbers, who wound 
him in fuch a manner » that they leave l^ 

half 
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half dead. He fends for three phyficlati^ 
from the neighbouring towns. The firft^ 
after havmg probed the wounds^ judges them 
mortaU and declares that nothing but God 
can reilore his former ftrentgth. The fecond^ 
who was willing to flatter him, faid^ that h^ 
[the patient} had ftill ftrcngth sufficient 
to carry him home ; and abufing the iirft for 
oppoflng his opinion, determined to deftroy 
hkn. The poor patient in this doubtful ccm- 
dition^ feeing the third coming at a diftance^ 
extends his arms, as it were to embrace the 
man who would decide the difference. When 
the third phyfician had looked upon the 
wounds, and knew the [different] opinioiif 
of his brethren, he embraces, and joins with 
the fecond ; both unite againft the firft, and 
drive him away with contempt ; but why? 
Btcaaie two forfooth are more than (Hie« 
The poor traveller judged by this way of 
proceeding, that the third phyfician was of 
the fame opinion as the fecond ; but for iea 
of a miflake, Do you think, fakl he, that I 
have ftrengtb sufficient to continue my 
jonmey? Yes, anfwered the doctor. But 
the patient being fenfiUe of his weakneis^ 
afkcd him why he thought h ? Becaufe, iuA 
he^ yott have got legs. Now the legs are 

the 
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ibn org»as by which mm naturally arc fu& . 
ficSently enabled to walk* Bot, repUod tbo 
poor vm^i have I all that ilrength that is 
ueofffkty tomato nko( my legs; fyt it 
feeois to me, in my prefent languKhing oon^ 
dttipii> that they are of no fervicc to me at 
alt I kiK>w that very well, faid the phyfi-» 
cwtn, and you will never be able to walk at 
long as you live, untefs God fends you fonM 
extraordjpary afTiflance to fupport and goido 
you. What, faid the poor infirm man, have 
n©tl then suj^fjcj^nt ftrength of myfetf 
to walk ? Very far from it. Sir, faid he. 
Then, quoth the traveller, ycHi are of a 
contrary opinion to your con^)anion^ to^nch^ 
ing my real condition ? Yes, Sir, faid he, I 
vmOi conitfa I am. What do you think tbo 
patient faid to this ? He compkiiied heavily 
of the odd behaviour, and ambiguous teroia 
of the third phyfician. He blamed him for 
joining wUh the fecund, to whom, though 
there was a feeming agreement, he was in re«« 
aKty diametrically oppofite ; and for driving 
away the£u:ft, whofe opinion he had approved^ 
And then, after having tried his flrength, 
and foi]tfid by ostperieace the t^e flate of 1^ 
weaknefs, he fent them both aw^y. And 
calUng baok the firft, put bimfidlf inio hia 
I hands. 
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hands, and foQowiag hk advior^ wqiwAscI^ 
that ilcengtlt <^ God, wUch he confitfled bp 
had not of himfclf« The Almighty badi 
fiompaffion on him, tod by the dkine a(i^ 
ance he returned happily home. 

The good father furprifed at io€& a para^ 
hie, had not a word to anfwcr. Then, fail 
I to him, in the gendeft manner J could^ tQ 
keep him in countenance , but aftet.alli mf 
dear father^ what is your reafon for caUiii|^ 
that GjiACE SUFFICIENT, which you aflcilf 
lobe in reality insufficient, and maka 
that infui^cienicy a point of faith ? Sir^ faki 
he, yOtt that are in the world, and a private 
perfoo, are at liberty to difcufs thefe matter) 
as you f^eafe ; I am a Monk, and membec} 
of a focicty. Do not you know how to Wieigfa 
l^e difference ? We depend on our fuperiors jf 
they aepend elfewhere, and have ptomkd 
our votes* What do you think would be^ 

jOQoxieof.nxe if, We knew his meMing 

at half a word, and recolieded that a com-? 
panion of his wa;s bwifhed to Abbeville, op 
the like occaiion. 

Bat, faid I, how xrame your community 
to eng^ k£dfy. to admk of this fort c^ graf^ 
at all? Oh, iadd he, that's quite anotbvr 
queftion. All I can fay to that is, our ordcc 

I has 
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Im malntatoed the dodtiine of St. Th ok a 9 
concerning efficagioits grace, to tha 
Btmoft of it's" power* How warmly did it op** 
pofe the doftrince of Molina even at k*s 
birth ? What pains has it taken to eftablifh 
the necefiity of the efficacious grace 
of Jesu^ Christ ? Do not: you know what 
vmiLS done under the pontificates of Clement 
the eighth, and Paul the fifth ? How, that 
the firfl: by death, and the fecond by the pub* 
lick affeirs of Italy, being hindered from pub- 
lifting his bull, all our arms continue locked 
up in the Vatican ? But the Jefuits, who, from 
the very firft appearance of Luther's and 
Calvin's herefy, had taken advantage of 
people's incs^acity to diftingui/h the falfity 
from the truth of Sti Thomas's dodrine, 
had fytczd theit own do(3:rine with fuch 
mpidity and fuccefs, that they foon found 
themfelve^ 'mafters of the people's credulity* 
In (hort, we fhould have been decried as 
Calvinifts, and treated like Janfenifts, if wtf 
had not tempered the truth of an effica- 
cious GRACE, by allowing (at leail in ap- 
pearance) a SUFFICIENT one. In this ex- 
tremity what could we do better to prefer ve 
our faith and reputation too, than admit the 
name of grace sufficient, denying at 
Vol. I. D the 
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the fame time that it is fo in effcSk : Thkia 
the true ftate of the cafe. 

He (poke this in fo melancholy a tone, that 
my heart aked for him. But my friend untouch-* 
ed replied ; Never flatter yourfelf, or prefume 
to think that you have preferved the trudi* If 
truth had no better proteftors thaii you, {he. 
muilhavedied under fuch helplefs hands. You 
have admitted into the church the name of 
her enemy, which is as bad as the enemy it- 
felf. Names are inieparable from things ; if 
the word GRACE sufficient beoncp 
confirmed, it will be in vain to tell the worldj , 
you mean insufficient. The people will 
never fwallow it. Your explication will bp. 
deteftcd by all the world. Men ipcak there 
even on trifles, with much greater finccrity. 
The Jefuits will triumph ; fo their GJt ACf, 
tvhich, they fay, is eflTeiaually sufficient, 
will pafs for true, and yours, that is only no-f^ 
minally fo, will be rejedled with contempt^ 
Thus you will be obliged to receive an article 
of fai^ in oppofition to your own belief. 

No, no ! cried the father, rather thaa 
confent to the ejftabliflhment of grace stuf-. 
FicxENT in the fenfc of the Jefuits, we will 
all burn at the ftake. St. Thomas, whom 
we have all fvvorn to follow, even to death, 

is 
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k dircftly contrary to all fach do(9:nn«i. To 
which my friend, more ferious than myfelf, 
Your order^ father, has received an honour, 
which is fcandalouily mifmanaged« Yoa 
have abandoned that grace which was en« 
trailed to your cuftody, which was never 
abandoned before, from the creation of thft 
world to this very day. This vicTomous 
GRACE, that was expedled by the Patri* 
archis, foretold by the Prophets, given by 
Jssus Christ, preached by St. Paul^ 
explained by St. Augustin the greateft of 
the fathers, defended by his followers, con- 
firmed by. St. Bernard, the laft of the 
lathers, fuftaincd by St. Thomas, the an- 
gel of the fchoote, tranfmittcd from him to 
your focicty, maintained by fo many of your 
own fethers, and fo glorioufly defended by . 
your religious members, under pope Cle- 
ment the eighth, and Paul the fifth j this 
EFFICACIOUS GRACE, I fay, this Ikcred 
depofitum, which was put into your hands, 
on purpofc that it might have, in an holy 
order founded for ever, preachers that fhould 
publifh it to all the world, even to the end 
of time ; this facred depofitum, I fay, is 
delivered up and betrayed for fuch fcandalous 
interefts and vile confiderations, that the whole 

D 2 univerfe 
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univcrfe cries (hame at it. It is time for o- 
ther hands to arm in it's defence. It is time 
for the Almighty to raife up more couragious 
difciplcs of the dodrine of grace, who, 
defpifing the paultry engagements of the 
world, will ferve God for himfelf, the great 
God, and him alone. Though this grace 
fhould be foffaken by all the Dominicans, yet 
will (he not want protefliors ; for fhe will raife 
them up herfelf, by her own almighty power. 
Grace requires a pure and difengaged hearty 
which ihe purifies herfelf, and difengages 
from the interefts of the world, which arc 
incompatible with the truths of the Gofpel. 
Think ferioufly of it, father, and take care 
that God in his juft judgment docs not re- 
move the light from it's place, and confign 
you over to darknefs and ftripes, as a juft re- 
ward for your coldnefs and indifference in 
fuch ah important caufe of his church. 

He would have faid a great deal more, 
for he grew warmer and warmer ; but I in- 
terrupted him, and getting up, faid, Indeed, 
father, if I had credit enough in France, I 
would ha>je it proclaimed by found of trum- 
pet and beat of drum. 

Know all men. by thefe prefents, that 
2 when 



L E T T E K II. 37 

when the Jacx)bins fay, that sufficient 
(JRACE js given to all men, they niean, that 
all men have not that grace which is truly 
su:FFiciENT. After which you might fay 
fQ as often as you pleafe, and not othefwife. 

Thus ended our vidt 5 by which you may 
fee, that this is a political sufficiency, 
not unlike the next power. However, 
in my opinion, any one but a Jacobin may 
iafely doubt of both . 

. As I am fealing my letter, I hear that the 
cenfurc is paft* But as I do not know in 
,what terms it is couched, and as it will not 
he made public 'till the 1 5th of February, I 
fhall write no more about it 'till the next poft, 

I am, Sir, &c* 
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SIR, 

YO U mud not imagine tliat I am the 
only perfon that have feen your letters. 
N0| I (hew them to all my acquaintance 
without reierve ; in fhort all the world reads 
them, underftands them, believes them. 
They are not only efteemed by the ableft di- 
viiies, but are agreeable and entertaining to 
the laity, and intelligible even to the ladies, 
J beg leave to fend you, what one of the 
mofl illuftrious gentlemen of the Academy, 
where all are fo, wrote to me, when he bad 
ieen but ycwr iirft lettct only, 

** I wlfh with all my heart that the Son* 

" hfliwc, which owes fo much to the mc-r 
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*' mory'of the late Cardinal, [Richlieu], 
^' would atude by the fentence of the French 
*^ Academy by him e(labli(hed. The author 
^^ of the ktter (hould have full fatis&£tion ; 
for in quality of an academician^ I would 
authoritatively condemn, bani{h9 profcribe, 
I had almoft faid exterminate, to the utmoft 
extent of my ability, that fame next 
^^ POWER, which has made fuch a noife a-* 
'*' bout nothing, wkh it's unmeaning, un- 
intelligible jargon. The misfortune is, that 
our academical power is not fo near at 
hand, and very much cramped befides. 
I am very forry for it, but particularly 
that it is not in my poor abilities to naake 
a fuitable return to your many objiigihg 
^* favourSr 

I am. Sir, he. 

What follows is what a perfon (whom I can 
by no means take the liberty to name) wrote 
to a lady, who bad fent him your firft letter.. 

■ "N 

> "** I am more obliged to you. Madam, 
" than you can imagine, for the letter ySou 
" was pleafed to fend me. *Tis full of wit, 

- *^ and pcrfeftly well wrote. *Tis 'a ftarra- 

- ^^^ tive handled witli exquilice deHcacy^i ' 
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^^ It explains; what was thought too pcr^» 
^- flexed to b&€xplai»ed« It banters finely* 
^* It informs thpfe who know but. little of 
*' thefe difputes, and gives a double pleafure 
^* to fiich as knew thetn before. Beiides 
*• that, it is an excellent apology, or if you 
^* will, an innocent cenfure touched with 
^^ the greateft tendernefs. In fliort, there is 
^* fo much art, » wit, and judgment in the 
" letter, that I flipuld be glad to know who 
^* wrote it, (cc. 

And you, Sir, would be glad to know 
the perfon who writ this account; but be 
e^fy with refpedling him without knowing 
him, and when you know him, you will rc^ 
fpe<5t him the more. 

Go on with your letters. Sir, on my au- 
thority, and let the cenfure come when it 
will, we are very well prepared to receive; 
it. The terms npxt power, and grace 
i&uFFiciENT, with which we have been, 
threatened, terrify us no longer. We hav^y 
learned but too well, from the Jefuits, the 
Jacobins, and Mr. ,i,e Moin?;, into how- 
inany ftiapes they have been turned, and 
"Vvhat little folidity there is in that new jar-i 
goo, to trouble our heads any more about iU 
1 iam^ Sir, apd always fjiall b? yours, ^o. 
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In apfwer to the foregoing. 



Paris,' Feb. % iC^6. 

B I R, 

» • • • 

I Received yo^^ obliging letter, and a writ- 
ten CQpy of the cenfure, at the fame 
time. I find my felf as honourably treated ia 
the oae, as Mr. Arnau ld is didionourably 
treated in the other. I fear, there are ex- 
tremes on both fides, and that our judges do 
not thoroughly know us. If they. did,. I am 
perfuaded that Mr. Arnauld would have 
merited the approbation of the Sorbonno, and 
myfclf the cenfure of the Academy. Thus 
our intercfts are diredly contrary. He, to 
clear his innocence, has nothing elfe to do 
but to make himfelf known ^ I, on the coui^ 
tnary, to keep my reputation, muft remain 
in my obfcuri^y, . So that, noi being able to 

appear 
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appear myfelf, Imuft give you the trouble) Sir ^ 
to difdiarge my obligations to tboie worthy 
gentlemen who have honoured me with their 
approbation, while I proceed to tell you feme 
news concerning the cenfbre. 

I muft own, Sir, I am extremely far- 
pri25ed at it. I thought I ihould fee the con- 
denmation of the tnoft horrible herefies ; bat 
you will be amazed, as well as myfelf, that 
fuch pompous and promifing preparaticsis 
ihould vanifh into fmoke, at the very point 
of producing fo grand an efied. 

To underftand this affair the better, be 
plealed to refledt a little on the ftrangc no- 
tionSy that have been lately given us coooern- 
ing the Janfenifts. Recal to mind the ca- 
bals, the errors, the fadions, the fcfaifms, 
the confpiracies they have fo long been ac- 
cufed of. Confider in what manner they 
have been decried and blackened, both in the 
pulpit and the prefs ; and how much this 
torrent, which had lafled fo long and fo vio- 
lent, was fwelled within thefe few years to 
fuch a degree, that they [the Janfenifts] were 
openly and publicly accufed, not only of be- 
ing Schifmatics and Heretics, . hut Apoftates 
and Infidels ; ^* to deny the myfteiy of 
" tranfubflantiation, and renounce Jesus 
^J Christ and the Gofpcl," After 
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After fo 'many ^ippshmg accu&tlois^ it 
«ci8 refdh^d to examitie their writings, tn 
tMrfler to form a ju^ment of them. Mr. 
Aknaitld's fecx>nd letter was pitched opon, 
as what contained the principal and ^mCSeA 
errors. Hb moft avowed enemies were made 
his examiners, who employ all their learn- 
ing to find out ibmething to pick a quarrel 
With^ and with much ado lay hands on one 
fin^e prc^)ofitkm, which relates to do£trine 
only, and expofe it to cenfure. 

From this manner of proceeding, would 
fiot amy onethink, that this propofitbn (pitch- 
ed upoa with fo many remarkable circum- 
ikooes) muft contain the blackeft herefies 
that ever entered into the mind of man ? 
lilbt a bit. There is not the leafl fyllable in 
that fat)pQfitbn, but what is To clearly, titnd 
Ibmnally exprefied, in the pafTages of the 
Fathers, which Mr, Arn A ULD quotes, that 
I could never yet meet with any man that 
€X>uld Ihew me the leail differeiKe ; yet it is 
generally thought there muft be a very great 
- one ; for if thofc pailages of the Fathers are 
orthodox, (as without queftion they are) Mr. 
Ahkauld's propofition muft be very oppo- 
£te| tobecome heheticaIt. 

Every 
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Everyone expe<acd that this^asnigma would 
be explained by the Sorbonne* All Cbriften- 
dom. hftd it's eyes open, to difcover,,in this 
cenfure, if poflible, that point which wa$ 
imperceptible to common capacities* In the 
mean time Mr. Arnauld makes his apo* 
logy, and in different columns give$ yoi^ his 
propolitipn, and the paflages of the Fathers 
from whence he took it. In fuch an eafy 
inanner, that the meanefl: capacity may find 
out their agreement, , 

He there ftiews us, in a place which, he 
cites from St. Augustin, ** that Jesus 
** Christ exhibits the cafe or ftate of % 
juft man in the perfon of St. Pet b r^ 
who by his fall teacheth us to avoid pre- 
fumption." And quotes another paflagQ 
from the fame father, who fays, " That 
God left St. Peter deflitute of grace, 
to let all men know, that they can do no- 
thing without it." He gives us another 
fromSt. Chrysostom, which fays, " that 
*' the fell of St. Peter did not proceed 
fiDm any coldnefs towards Christ, but 
ibr want of grace j which want did not 
♦/ [again] proceed from his (St. Peter's) 
«^ negligence, but becaufe Gop h^d .foffaken 
♦^ him, to teach the whole body of Chriftians, 

'' that 
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•* that. without God they can do nothing." 
And lafl: of all he gives his own criminal 
propofition,' which is this : *' The Fathers 
"* fliew us a juft man in the perfon of St. 
** Peter, to whom grace, without which 
" one can do nothing, was wanting. 

' 'Tis here, Sir, that all attempts will be 
in vain, to make this expreffion of Mr. Ar- 
nauld's to be as contrary to that of the 
Fathers, as truth is to falfity, and faith to 
herefy. For where is the difference ? Is it 
becaufe he fays, " that the Fathers (hew us 
" a juft man in the perfon of St. Peter ?'* 
St. August IN fays fo too, in fo many words. 
Is it becaufe he fays, that he [St. Peter] 
wanted grace? The fame St. August in, 
who fays, ** St. Peter was a juft man j 
fays, that he wanted grace on that occa- 
lion." Or is it becaufe he fays, *^ that 
without grace we can do nothing ?'* But 
is not that what St. August in himfelf fays 
in the fame place ? And what Stl Ch ry- 
sosToM had faid before, with this only dif- 
ference indeed, that he exprefles himfelf in 
a much ftronger manner, when he fays, *^ that 
*' his fall proceeded not from his coldnels or 
** negligence, but from want, of grace, and 
** becaufe God had forfaken him. 

Things 
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I'hings thus circumftanced, every body 
was in fufpence, to know in what the dif- 
ference confifted ; when at laft this cenfure,. 
fo much talked of, fo much expe£tcd^ and 
the caufe of fo many meetings, appeared. 
But, alas ! How were we balked in our cx- 
pcftations ? Whether the MoUniftical do<aors 
would not condefcend fo far as to inform us, or 
for any other fecrct reafons whicb we muft not 
be acquainted with, they have done nothing 
elfe but pronounce thefe words following : 

THIS PROPOSITION IS RASH, IMPIOUS, 
BLASPHEMOUS, ACCURSED, AND 
HERETICAL. \ 

Would you believe it. Sir, moft people, 
iinding themfelves difappointed of their hope, 
are very much out of humour, and difguft- 
cd at the very cenfurers, and draw admira- 
ble conclufions in fa vour of Mr. Arnauld^s 
innocence, from^ their own conduS. What, 
fay they, is this all then ! Have fo many 
acute dodors, all enraged againft one man, 
been able to find, after fo long a fearch into 
all his works, nothing to objefl: to but three 
lines ; and thofe drawn from the very words 
of the grcateft do<5tors of the Greek and Latin 
churches ? And muft this author be condemn- 
ed becaufe his writings afford fo little matter 

for 
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for accu&tion P What greater proof can any 
ixian gi?e of the purky of bis faith> than 
this excellent porfon that ftands accu&d ? 

Again iky they^ what reafon for belching 
out &> many imprecatbns u you find in the 
oeofure? Whew you will meet with poi* 

SON, PLAGtri) HORROR, RASHNESS^ IMr 
P I E T Y, BLAS PHEM Y, ABOMJ^N ATION^ 
EXECRATION, ACCURSING, HERESY, 

which are the moft horrible expreffions 
that ever were invented either again A; A r^ 
R I us, or Antichrift himielf. Why all this 
artillery againft nothing ? Where is the he- 
rcfy ? Who has feen it? Point out the im- 
perceptible enemy. If it be to attack the 
very wwds of the Fathers, what will become 
of .our faidi? What will become of tradition? 
If to attack Mr. Arn auld's propofition, let 
them (hew us the difference, iince as yet we 
fee nothing but a perfed harmony. When- 
ever we difcover the mifchief, we (hall have 
it in . abhorrence. ; but as long as we find 
nothing, but what contains the (cntiments of 
the holy Fathers, expreflTed in their own 
terms, who can deny it ah holy veneration ? " 
Thefe, Sir, arc the heart burnings of fuch 
as pry too narrowly into thefe matters. But 
I think; that you and I, who do not dive fo 

2 far. 
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far, may, upon tnc wHole, be very eafy* 
WcMild we be wiier than our mafters ? Let 
us never attempt it ; • the enquiry is too in- 
tricate ; the labyrinth without a clue. 

Go but the thoufandth part of an inch far- 
ther, the cenfufe itfelf will be heretical. Truth 
is of that delicate nature, that if you recede 
from it theleaftin the world, you fall back into 
error ; and this error of Mr. Arnauld's is 
fo very minute, that the leaft attempt only to 
go from it, brings you back to truth. So very 
fmall is this imperceptible point between the 
propofition and faith. Thediftanceis foinfen- 
iible, that as I cannot fee it, I am afraid of 
running counter to the dodors of the Church, 
while I ftrive to conform to the doftors of 
the Sbrbonne. Under thefe difficulties, I 
thought it neceflary to cdnfult one of thofe 
that flood neuter in the firft queftion, and 
know of him the truth of the matter. I met 
with one, and a very ingenious one too : Pray 
Sir,\fald I, be To good as to (hew me the 
cif ciimftances of this difference, for I frankly 
confefs I can fee none at all. Sir, faid he, 
fmiling at my fimpiicity, are you weak c- 
nough to think that there is any ? Where 
can it be ? Do you imagine if they had found 
it, they would not immediately havic fliewn 
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it^ and expofed it trittmphaptly to the eyes of 
the people, whom they would gladly preju- 
dice againft Mn Arn auld ! I perceived by 
this, that they who were neuter in the 
firft queftion were not fo in the fecond. But 
however, being defirous to know his rea-^ 
QmSy if there be no difference, faid I, be-« 
]^eei> the Fathers and this propofition, how 
<^me it to be attacked ? What, faid he^ do 
QOt you know two things which almofl: every 
ignoramus knows? Firft^ that Mr. Arn auld 
has ne^er faid a tittle^ but what was folidly 
grounded on the tradition of the Church ; 
and fecondly, that his enemies, notwithfland**, 
ing that,^ are refolved, coft what it will, to 
ca^ him opt of the pale of the Church ; and 
therefore as the writings of one could not be 
^ken hold of^ to anfwer the deiigns of the 
Qtber^ they were obliged (to latisfy their 
ipalice) to pitch upon any propofitiop that 
firft came to hand, and condemn it, without 
faying why, or wherefore ? For, do not you 
kpow that the Janfenifts have reduced them 
to that pafs, and prefTed them fo furlouily^ 
that for the leaft word that ihall appear con« 
tracU£tory to the Fathers of the Church, in 
a trice whole volumes are wrote againft them, 
tOQ weighty tp be borne ? 

Vol. I. E Their 
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Their opponents tfiereforc, fenfible of their 
weaknefs from fo mdny repeated trials, haye 
judged it more convenient, and lefs difficult 
to cenfurc than reply ; for it is eafier to find 
Monks than reafonsi 

But at this rate, faid I, their cenfure Is 
good for nothing ; for what credit will be 
given to a thing without foundatioh, and dc* 
ilroyned by anfwers that will be made to it ? 
If you knew the genius of the populace, faid 
thedoSor, you would' talk in another manner. 
This fame cenfure, (which may be very juftly 
cenfured itfelf ) will for fome time produce 
pretty near every thing it was intended for. 
For though it is certain on one hand, that by 
dint of argument one may demonflrate it'^ 
invalidity, it is as certain on the other, that at 
firft people will give it the fame credit, as if it 
was the jufteft cenfure in the world. Let the 
hawkers but cry up and down the ftrefefcs. 

Here is the cenfure of Mr, AkNAULD ; 

Here is the condemnation of the Janfenift,** 
the Jefuits will have their ends. How very 
few will read it ? How very few that read it 
will underftand it ? How very few will find 
out that it does not anfwer the objections that 
arc made to it ? Who do you think will take 
thofe things to heart, or give themfelves the 

trouble 
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trouble to examine them to the bottom ? Con- 
fider then of what utility this will be to the 
enemies of the Janfenifts; They will be fore 
of a triumph by this means, and though it 
fhould laft no longer than two or three 
months, (vain triumph!) yctfliU it will anfwer 
their purpofe ; it is fo mudi time gained, and 
after that, they will look out for other txpc^ 
dients to fubfift upon. They live (as the pro- 
verb fays) from hand to mouth. It is by this 
way they have fubfifted fb long ; one while 
by a catechifm^ where a little boy damns all 
their advcrfaries j another while by a procet- 
fion, where o rac e s u p f i c i e^n t leads 
GRACE EFFICACIOUS iu triuthph, fome- 
times by a play, where the devil runs away 
with jANSENiui, ibmetimes by an alma- 
nack, and at prefent by this cenfure. 

I once imagined the way of proceeding in 
the Molinifts was weak and defective, but 
after what you have faid, Sir, I admire their * 
prudence and their politicks. I fee very 
plainly now, they could do nothing more 
fure, nothing more judicious. Very true. 
Sir, faid he, the fureft card they ever had to 
play, was to be filent, and that made a very 
learned divine fay, ** the wifeft amongft them 
** are thofe that intrigue much, fay little, 

E 2 " and 
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*.' write nothing/* It was upon thcfe max- 
ims that even from the very beginning of 
their meetings tlie wifeft heads amongft them 
made an order, that if Mr. Arn auld came 
into the Sorbonne, he fhould only explain in 
the mail iimple terms, what was his belief, but 
Ihould not prefume to enter the lifts againft 
any one. His examiners, defirous to recede 
a little frmti this rule, found themfelves very 
muck miftaken, and were too vigoroufly re- 
futed by his fecond apology. 

It was by the fame method that they found 
out this rare, and quite new invention of the 
half hour, and hour glafs. By which rneans 
they got rid of the preffing importunities of 
thofe doctors, who engaged to refute all their 
reafons, produce writings to convict them of 
falfity, challenge them to anfwer, and oblige 
themi to hold their tongues. 

They were not ignorant that die feceffioti 
' of fo many dodtors from their meetings, for 
want of liberty to fpeak, would caft a blot 
on their cenfure 5 and that the proteftation of 
nullity, which Mr. A r n a u l d made to it 
from the very firft, would be but a wretched 
preamble to procure it a favourable reception. 
They do not doubt but thofe who are not 
prepoflcffed, will reipe^ the judgment of th^ 

fevcntjf 
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ieventy dodors who propofed to get nothing 
by defending Mr. Arnauld, as much at 
lead as they will the judgment of a hundred 
others who have nothing to lofe by cour 
demning him. 

However, they think it a grand point 
gained to have a cenfure^ though it ic^me 
not from the whole body, but only ». part of 
the Sorbonne : Though it pa^ed with little 
or no liberty, and was extorted by abundance 
of little mean tricks, and all of them un^ 
warrantable : Though it clears up nothing 
that was in difpute: Though it does not 
ihew whereia this herefy coniiils ; and fays 
little about it, for fear of being miftaken. 
This very filence is a myftery to. the fimple, 
and the cenfure will draw this particular ad- 
vantage from it, that the moft critical and 
clear lighted divines will never be able to 
imd one bad argument in it. 

I would advife you. Sir, to fet your heart 
at reft ;. there is no herefy in the propofition, 
tfaaagh.it is condemtted. It is very inoiFcnfive 
eva7 svherc but in Mr. ARKAUt-p'sfecond 
letter : % If you do not car^ to bejieve me, 
2&i Mn.xE MoiNE, the ftrifteftof all the 
inquiiitors. It was but this very morning 
^t a dodor, who is a friend of niine, talk- 
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ing vtith him oa that fubjeft, defired to knbw 
where the diftinftion was, and if he might 
ufe the language of the Fathers any longer 
or no ? To which, Mr. le Moine made this 
excellent anfwer : " This propofition would 
*' be orthodox in any other man's mouth : 
" It is only in Mr. Arnauld that the Sor- 
** bonne has condemned it." Does not this 
give you, Sir, a wonderful idea of the ma- 
chines employed by Molina, which have 
t)Cca[fioned fuch prodigious fubverfions in the 
Church? That what is. orthodox in the Fa- 
thers is heretical in Mr. Arnauld 4 what 
is heretical in the Semipelagitos becomes or- 
thodox in the works of thejefuits ; that the an- 
cient doctrine of St. August in isaninfup- 
portable novelty, and the new inventions which 
are cooked up every day before our cyes^ 
muft pafs for the ancient faith of the Church ? 
Upon that we parted. 

What I learned from my friend was of great 
ufe to me 5 for by what he faid I concluded, 
that this is a new fort of hercfy. It is not 
Mr. Arn A u ld's opinion, but his perfon 
that is heretical. He is not an Heretic for 
any thing that he has faid, or written, but 
only becaufe he is Mr. Arnauld ; that is 
all the fault you can find with him. Let 

him 
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him do what he will, he will never be a 
good Catholic 'till he is dead. The gr ac£ 
of St. August IN will be good for nothing 
as long as Mr. A r n a u l d defends it. Should 
he oppofe that grace, I believe it would 
be the fureft and almoft the only way to 
eftablilh it, and exterminate Molinifm : Such 
deftruiftion doth he bring on the fentiments 
he efpoufes. 

Let you and I, Sir, have nothing to do 
with their altercations. Thefe difputes may 
concern the divines, but have nothing to do 
with divinity. We who are no dolors, are 
unconcerned in the quarrel. 

Let all our friends fee what I have written 
about the cenfure. Honour me. Sir, with 
your affedion as long as I am, &c. 
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Paris, Feb. 25. 1656. 

SIR, 

THERE is nothing comparable to the 
Jesuits, I have vifited Jacobins 
dodtors, and all forts and denominations of 
men, to inftrud: and improve myfelf, but all 
to little purpofc, 'till I Had vifited them. 
All others are but copies 5 Jefuits are origi- 
nals. Being defirous to drink at the foun- 
tain head, I made a vifit to one of the cle- 
vereft amongft them, and took with me my 
trufty Janfenift, the fame who went with me 
before to the Jacobins. As I was very de- 
firous to be particularly and minutely inftradl- 
ed in the difj)ute between them and the Jan- 
fenifts, concerning what ihey call actual 
GRACE, I told the good Father that I fhould 
be very much obliged to him if he would in* 
ftrudt me in it ; that at prefent I did not fo 
much as know what the term meant, and 
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intreated him to explain it to me. With all 
my heart) iaid he» for I love people that ^e 
curious. Obferve the definition : What wc 
call ^'actual grace is an infpiration from 
God, by which he teaches us the know- 
ledge of his will) and by which he ex« 
*^ cites in us a full inclioation or propenfity 
\^ to perform it/* And pray, faid I, wheite 
is the difference between you and the Janlb- 
nifts in this difpute ? I will tell you^ faid he, 
we maintain that God beftows a c t u a jl 
GRACE on all men every time they are 
tempted: For we aflert, that if men had 
not fuch ACTUAL GRACE) and in fuch a 
meailire as not to fall into dn, every time 
they are tempted to it, what wickednefs fo- 
ever they conunit can never he imputed. 
The JanieniAs tell you, on the other hand, 
that fins committed without actual 
GRACE will be imputed : But they are a 
parcel of dreamers. I faw pretty well what 
he would be at, but for a clearer information. 
Father, faid I, this word actual grace 
(not being uied to it) puzzles fne* If you will 
be fo good as to repeat what you faid before, 
without making ufe of this term, you will 
infinitely, oblige me. Ay, ay, faid the Fa- 
ther, that is, I fupppfe, you would have me 

put 
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put the definition inftead of the thing defin* 
ed. With all my heart ^ the fenie and mean- 
ing will be ftill the Ikrae. We maintain then, 
as an undoubted truth, ^' that an adion can- 
** not be accounted (inful, if God doth not 
** give us, before we commit it, the know- 
'^ ledge of what evil is in it, and a lecret 
*' infpiration, which excites us to avoid it.^* 
Do you underftand me now ? 

Aftoniflied at fuch do£bine, (by which all 
the fins of furprize, and of all them that 
forget God, are accounted as trifles) I turn- ' 
ed about to my Jani^ift, and £iw fome* 
thing in him which told me, he did not be- 
lieve a word of it. But as he faid nothing, 
faid I to the Father, I (hould be very glad if 
what you tell me was trac, and fupported by 
folid proofs. Do you want proofs, faid he 
prefently ? I can fiirni(h you with fome, and 
thofe of the beft fort too, never fear, let me 
alone for that ^ and fo he went to fetch fome 
books. 

Said I to my friend in the mean whik, 
can he bring any author to fupport his opi- 
nion ? What a novice are you, faid he ? 
Depend upon it as a certain truth, that nei- 
ther the Fathers, nor Popes, nor Councils^ 
nor Scripture, nor any book of devotion, not 

even 
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cvtn any mockm oiic, ever arrthorifed thefe 
fentimatts« No ; but as £br cafaHls and 
new fcholafttcks he wfll produce a huge buE«- 
dle of them. But, fatd I, I defplfe ten 
thoufand fuch and^urs as thefe, if they prow 
contrary to tradition. You arc in the right 
of it, faid he, and upoii this our honeft Fa^ 
ther returned flaggering under his books. 
Come Sir, faid he, offering me the firft book 
that he had in his hand, read tliat, it is &r 
ther Bauk y's .fuainaary of fins, and to (btw 
yoii it is a good one, tliis is the fifth edi- 
tion. So much the worfe, ^d toy Janib-* 
nift in a whifper, for this book was con*- 
demned not only at Rome, but fay the M^ 
ihops in France. Come, come, faid the Fa^ 
ther to me, fee page 906. I looked, and 
found thefe words, ^^ for a man to fin, and 
** render himfelf blameable in the fight of 
*^ God, he muft firft know whether the 
*^ thing he is going to do k bad : He 
" muft doubt, fear, or at Icaft judge ^that 
** God will be difpleafed with the aiSkion he 
is going to: commit, and has forbidden 
it, but neverthelefs he leaps all bounds, 
tweaks the precept, and commits the &&.'" 
This is an excellent begintiing, faid 1, a 
fine i^tmgout! And yet, faid he, fee what 
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envy is. It was upon this very account, that 
M. Hallier, before he became one of us, 
ridiculed fiither Bauny very farcaftically, 
applying to him this paflage out of holy 
writ. Ecce qui tollit peccata mundi : ** Behold 
^^ the man that taketh away the fins of the 
•** world.** It is very, true, faid I, this is a 
new fort of redemption of father Baunv's 
own making. Shall I (hew you, faid he, a 
more authentic authority? Look upon this 
treatife of father Ann at, it is the laft he 
wrote againft Mr. Arnattld j read page 34, 
where the leaf is turned down, and fee the 
lines which I marked with a pencil. They 
deferve to be recorded in letters of gold. I 
did as I was ordered, and read thefe words» 
** He who has no thought either of God or 
^^ his fins, nor any apprehenfion (or as he' 
** told me) any knowledge of the obligation 
** he is under to exercife a6ts of contrition , 
^* or love towards God, has no actual 
^' GRACE to exercife thofe adts ; but then 
'^ it is trae like wife that he is guilty of no 
^^ fin if he conunits them : And if he is 
^' damned, it will not be for his omifiion.'' 
And a little lower : ^^ The fame may be faid 
*' of a finful conunifiion.*' Do you take 
notice (faid the Father to me) how he talks 

both 
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both of fins of omiffion and commiflion ? 
Nothing is forgot you fee ; pray how do you 
like it? Like it, faid I, I was never better 
pleafed in my life ! What charming confe- 
qiiences may be drawn from hence ! good 
God, what blefled efFcdls, what myfteri- 
ous wonders do I fee into ! I fee infinitely 
more people juflified by ignorance and forget- 
ting God, than by grace, and the sacra- 
ments. But, dear Father, is not this a falfc 
joy that you raife in me ? Is not this fomc- 
thing like that sufficiency which fufficeth 
not? I am terribly afi:aid of a dijiinguoy I have 
been fo often bit by it, that I muft conjure 
you by all that is good and facred, to tell me 
inccrely, if you fpeak in earneft ? What do 
you mean, faid the Father, a little nettled 
by aiking that queftion ? Is there any doubt 
in the cafe ? Give me leave to tell you. Sir, 
this is no jefting matter. Be not di/pleafed, 
good Father, faid I, I am far from jeding, I 
afifure you, but my ftrong defire that this 
doftrine fhould be true, gave me terrible ap* 
prehenfions that it cnight be otherwife. 

Well then, faid he, to remove your 
doubts more efFedually, look into the works 
of Mr. LB MoiNE, who has taught the 
£une at a full meeting in the jSorbonne. He 

learned 
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learned it indieed of us, but he has very 
much improved it by his ingenious comnients 
upon it^ and» to his itpnlortal praife be it faid^ 
has irrefragably eftablifhcd it. He tells you, 
that to tender any action finful, all thefe cir-^ 
cunnftances mtifl meet together in the foul-"-*-* 
But— read it yourfelf, and weigh every word. 
I read, in Latin , what you will find hctfi 
tranflated, " Firft, oh one part, God difp. 
•* fufes over the foul a certain (portion of) 
** love, which inclines it towards the thing 
•* commanded, and on the other part, rebel* 
lious concupifcence prompts it to the con- 
trary. Secondly, God infpircs the foul with 
theknowledgeof it'sinfirtnities. Thirdly, 
God infpires the foul with the knowledge 
of the phyfician that muft heal it. Fourth- 
ly, God infpires the defirc to be healed. 
Fifthly, God infpircs the defire to pray, 
and implore his aiMance.'^ And if all 
thefe things do not happen together in the 
foul, the adion, faid the Jefijit, is not pro- 
perly finful, and fo, not imputed, as you fee 
Mr. L £ M o I N £ iays, in this very place^ 
and fo on. , 

Will you have any more authorities ? jEIeie 
they are at your fervicc. (But all moderu, 
(faid my Janfenift, foftly.) I fee that, iaid 
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I, aftd addrcffing myfelf to the Jefuit, oh ! 
Father, faid I, this is the fineft thing in the 
world for fome of my acquaintance, who 
ihall make you a vifit } you hardly ever faw 
fuch innocent creatures, their vices have fii 
blinded their reafon that diey never fo much 
as think upon God. *^ They know no- 
thing about their infirmities, nor about thci 
phyficlan that can cure them. They never 
think of deiiring the health of their fouls, 
ftill lefs to beg of God to beftow it uptMi 
them ; fd that they are now as innocent 
(to ufe Mr. LE Moine's expreflion) as 
when they were baptifed. They never 
thought of loving God, or being forry 
for their fins/' By which means, accord^ 
ing to father Ann at, they never committed 
any through want of charity, or repentance. 
Their life is one perpetual round of pleafures, 
without the leaft refQorfe to interrupt them, 
which made me believe their deilra<3ion was 
inevitable. Biit you, my good Father, have 
taught metabelieve quite otherwife, that their 
exceifes are fo far from caufing their dam^ 
nation, that they rather fecure their falvAtion. 
Bleiled be your paternal indulgence, which 
in fo mild a nxamier can juftify the (inner. 

Others, 
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Others, to cure the fouls of men, pre-' 
fcribe painful auftejitits ^ but you tell us, that 
fuch as were judged to be g^ven over as iar 
curaUe> were in a found and perfe^ fl^tc of^ 
beaitfa. What a noftrum is here,, to fecure^ 
the happinefs both of this life, and that which^ 
is to con>e ! I , always thought that our fios: 
were augmented in proportion to our forget- 
fubefs of Gop, but now, as far as I can fee, 
the fooner you can banifh God, and all 
thought of him out of the world, every 
thing, afterwards, becomes innocent and 
pure. I am for none of your iinners by halves, 
who retain fome fort of regard for virtue^ 
no, your half finners will be all damned. But. 
give me your thorough-paced rpgue, the cafe- 
hardened villain^ the comj^ete (inner, th^ 
meafure of whofe iniquities, is full and run- 
ing over. There is no hell for fuch, and they , 
have bit the devil, by gjlving themfelves up • 
entirely to him. , ^ 

The good Father, who faw plaii\ly enough , 
the connexion of my confequences v^rith hi9 
premiiles, found an hole to creep out at c^- 
verly enough ; and. Co without putting him^ . 
felf into a paiiion, (whether from his natlirajl^ 
temper or out of pmdence) proceeded t}w$^;i 
To let you imderftand how we reconcile thtCt* 

fccming^ 
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feeming contradidionSjj you 'muft know, that 
we affirm indeed, that fuch finners as you 
Ipcak of would be innocent, if they had ne- 
ver had a thought of repenting, or defire tore- 
turn and feek after God : But we rnaintain that 
they have ail had fuch a thought, and that 
God never fufFers any man to fin, before he 
gives him a clear view of the evil he is go- 
ing to do ; and the defire either to avoid the 
fin, or at leaft to beg the divine aflSiftance 
that he may avoid it, and none but a Janfe- 
nift will contradid it. 

Is this then, replied I, the herefy of 
the Janfenifts ? Becaufe they deny- that e- 
very time a man fins, he feels remorfe of 
confcicnce ?' And that in defiance of it, as 
father Ba UN Y fays, he leaps all bounds and 
commits the fad: ? This is a comical fort of 
herefy enough ! I imagined indeed, that peo- 
ple might ^ be damned for never entertain- 
ing good thoughts, but to be damned for 
not believing that all mankind have fuch 
thoughts, never fo much as entered into my 
head before. Give me leave then, Father, 
to undeceive you, I think myfclf obliged 
in confcience to do it, and tell you, that 
there are a thoufand and a thoufand peo- 
ple that have, no fuch thoughts at all, who 
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fin without regret, and what is more, cmn^ 
mit all manner of wickcdqefs with avidity, 
and glory in it too. And who can know this 
better than yourfclves ? You muft certainly 
have found at your confeffionals fbme of 
thofe I am fpeaking of, for it is among peo- 
ple of the greateft rank and diftindion they 
are ufually to be met with. But let mc 
forewarn you to take care of the dangerous 
confequences of this dodrine. Do not you 
confider what effedt it may have on thofe li- 
bertines in religion who feek occafion to 
doubt if there be any fuch thing ? And what 
an handle do you give them to doubt, when 
you tell them, it is as true as any article -of 
the creed, that every time they commit a 
fin, they feel within themfelves a fecret check, 
and an internal defire to fhun the crime, For 
is it not plain, that as they are convinced 
from their own experience that your doftrine 
is falfe in this point, they will extend the 
fame confequences to all others j though you 
Ihould aflert of them as you do of this, that 
it is as true as the Gofpel ? They tell you^ 
that if you are not true in one article, yoH 
muft be fufpedted in all. And thus you 
will oblige them to conclude either that reli-^ 
jgion is falfe, or that |he Jefuits kngw nothing 
at all about it. . Here 
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Here my fecondj backing my argurhent^ 
put in a word* . If you have a mind, Fa- 
ther^ to prcferve your doftrine, the beft way^ 
in my opinion, would be not to explain fd 
clearly as you have done to us, what yoil 
mean by 'ACT UAL grAce. For when 
you fay openly, that no man finS before he 
knovVs his infirmity, or is acquainted with 
his phyfician, or has both the defife to bd 
cured, and to requeft it of Gob, who do yo\l 
think will believe you ? Will the world, up- 
on your bare aflertion, believe that fuclj as 
are plunged in avarice and uncleannefs, in 
blafphemy and murder, in revenge, robbery, 
and facrilegCi can have any true defire to 
embrace chaftity, humility, and the othcf 
chriflian virtues ? 

Does any man believe, that thofe Philofb- 
phers who fo much extolled the power of 
nature, knew it^s weaknefs, and h i M thaC 
could cure it ? Do you think that they who 
maintain as a true maxim, *' that it Is not 
•* Gop that gives virtue, and that never a- 
*' ny man begged it ofhim,^' that they ever 
thought of begging it of him themfelves ? 

Who can believe that the Epicureans, 
who denied divine providence, had any in- 
clination to pray to Gon ? who lay it down 
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as a maxim, " that to call upon God in our 
*' neceffities, is an affront jto him who has 
other employment than to concern him/elf 
with a thought about us ? And laftly, who 
can imagine, that Idolaters and Atheifts, 
who have a thoufand temptations that 
lead them into fin, can have the leaft de* 
fire t^o addrefs themfelves to the true God,. 
whom they know not at all, for trae vir- 
** tues, of which they know as little ? 

Who can fay ? — — We can fay, and will 
fay, replied the good Monk, in a magiflerial 
tone, and fooner than unfay that no fin can 
be committed without a clear view of it's 
malignity, and the defire of it's contrary vir- 
tue, we will maintain that all mankind, nay 
even the mofl impious and infidel, have fuch 
infpirations, and fuch defires, at the very, 
inflant of every temptation. And I am furc 
it is impofTible, at leaft by Scripture, to prove 
the contrary. 

Here I could not help making an anfwer 
and faying, What, Father! mufl we have re- 
courfe to Scripture to prove what is felf-evi- 
. dent ? Here is no point of faith, no room for 
difpute ; it is matter of fadt, we fee it, kqow 
it, feel it [to be fo]. 
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But my Janfenift, keeping within the 
terms that the Jefuit had prcfcribed, made 
this reply : If jrou will fubmit to nothing 
but Scripture; come' on ; but then I muft beg 
fuch a ftiare of docility from you, as not to 
refift that, arid fincc it is written, " That 
God has not revealed his judgments to the 
heathen- but ha§ left thfem to go aftray in 
their own paths,*' fore you do not pre- 
tend to fay, that God has enlightened thofe. 
who according to Holy Writ, were left in 
darknefs and in the (hadow of death ? Does 
not what St. Paul fays of himfelf, fuffi- 
ciently demohftrate the falfity of your prin- 
ciple, when he calls himfelf the chiefeft of 
all finners, for a fin which he declares he 
committed through ignorance and zeal ? Doth 
not the Gofpel fhew you, that they who cru- 
cified Jesus Christ had need of that 
pardon which he begged of his Father for 
them, becaufe they knew not the wicked- 
nefs of their adten? And which, as St. Paul 
affures us, they never would have done, had 
they but known what they were about. 
* Doth not Jesus Christ forewarft us 
that there {hall arife perfccutors of the 
Church, who, while they endeavour to de- 
ftroy it, will think they do God ferviqe? And 
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does not that demonfltate^ that what St« 
Paui. terms tht? grcateft fin of all, may bo 
committed by fuch, who are fo far from 
knowing that it . is finfbl, that they wocild 
think themfelvcs fiisnersif they did it not? Am} 
Jaftly, hath not Christ himfclf tavight us, 
that there arc two forts of finners, the firft 
fort fins ignorantly, the iibcond knowingly^ 
and that both wiU be punched, though indeei) 
pot with the fame feverity ? 

The honeft Father finding himfclf prefiled 
hard by fo many pafiages of that Scripture to 
which he had made his appeal, began to give 
ground a little ^ if I grant, faid he, that 
thole infpirations are not given to the moft 
obdurate finners, yet I hope you will allow 
that God never fuffers the righteous to fall 
without"- — You turn tail, my good Father, 
faid I, interrupting him, you turn tail ; ycMi 
give up your general principle, and finding 
it ufelcfs with refpe6t to finners, you would 
gladly come to a copipofition/ and make it 
fcrve for the juft, But even then, your do^ 
drine would aft in fuch a narrow fphere, and 
be of fervice to fo very it^y that I do not 
think it worth tny while to difpute the point, 
]Put my fccond, who was as i'eady a$ if he 
had (l«died the whple^ (jueftiop but this very 
. morning, 
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^rnbig, made iitfwtfr : AH ! Father, this 
k th« ItOi t^f^gc that the dlffAitants of yoqr 
f^njiytOj yoKr iaft intt^enchmeni, hut ftiU 
wta that Aail not fave you : For the exam* 
pfo^ of the juft snake a& much againft you^ 
^ the €»amples. of the widccd.- For who 
^ubts^hut tliat the yu& often fall into fins of 
Gnxptitt without percaiving it ? Po not we 
karn frotii the faints themfelvcs, how many 
fecret fnares concupifcerice lays in their way, 
anii how very frequently it happens, that the 
Moft fQber 4tid refcrvcd give to pleafurc and 
^ppetiteQ what they intended to give only to 
neceffity ? And is not this what St. A u- 
©usTiN fays of hlmfelf in his confeffions ? 
How comnjon is it to fee the moft zealous 
afid devout, cx:afperatcd in their difpotes from 
a motive of felf^intercft, without knowing 
at the time, but that their heat procieeded 
from an attachment to the caufe of truth, 
but ware not apprifed of the contrary till a 
confi<lerdl>le time afterwards ? But what ihall 
we fay of them, who with the moft intenfe 
delight do thpfe things that are aftually evil^ 
becaufe they believe thcmtobeadually good? 
Sti<:red hiftory (hews* us abundance of fuch ex- 
atopies, which the Fathers of the Church; 
pronounce fxaful in every inftance. ^ 
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And if it was not fo, how could the juft 
and righteons have any fecrct faults ? How 
would it be true that God alone knows 
their 'magpitude and number ? That no mail 
knows whether he is worthy of love or ha.-* 
tred, and that fuch as are moft holy ought 
to live in ffear and trembling, though they 
know nothing by thcmfelves, as St, Paui. 
^aks in his own cafe ? ** Though I know 
^/ nothing by myfelf, yet am I not therefore 
'' juftified ?" 

You fee by this, my good Father, that 
thefe examples, as well of thfe juft as of 
finnersj equally deftroy your dodrine. You 
fee, there is no neceflity, in order to make an 
aftion firiful, to fuppofe, as you do, that a 
man muft firft know it*s malignity, andbb 
in love with it's contrary virtue, ilnce that 
impcftuous paffion which the wicked have 
for vice fufficiently demonftrates that they 
have no affedion for virtue : And that af» 
fedion which the good have for virtue, pro^ 
claims as loudly that they do not always 
know, as the Scripture affures us, what fins 
they commit every day. 

It is certain therefore, that the juft fall 
Jnto fin through ignorance, and that the 
grcatcft Saints can feldom err otherwife. 

For 
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For how is it to be conceived, that fouls 
{o pure, who ihun with fo much care and 
attention the minuted peccadillo^ as foon as 
they know it will be diipleafing to God, 
and neverthelefs commit many faults every 
day, how is it poffible, I fay, for fuch 
(every time before they fall) to have a [per- 
feft] knowledge of their infirmities, and their 
phyfician, with a longing to be healed, and 
a defirc to beg of God to aflift them, and 
yet in fpite of all infpiration, fouls fo zealous 
ihould •* leap all bounds and commit the 
^"^ fin r 

r-^ You may fafely conclude then, that when 
either the wicked or the juft commit fin, 
they; have not always that knowledge, that 
defire, and thofe infpirations you would make 
n9 believe.. That is, to ufe your own terms, 
they have not always actual grace on 
ajU * the bccafions that draw them into fin. 
Follow no more then your newfangled doc- 
trine,, which fays, it is impoffible to fin a^ 
, long as a man is totally ignorant of what is 
juik and right ; but follow St. Augustin, 
and the primitive Fathers, who teach us it is 
impoflSble not to fin as long as you are igno- 
rant of [what is] juft and right. '* Necejje 
^^ eji utpeccet a quo i^gmrafur jujlitia. 

The 
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The good Father fining that the juft coaH 
sot fuppott his opinion better than the wick^ 
cdy was not however entirely daunted, but 
after pauiing a little, I will coxwince both of 
you, faid he, and taking up bis father Bau-^^ 
VY again, at the fame page that he ihewed 
us before^ look ye here, gentlemen, faid he, 
here is the reaibo upon which his opinion 
IS founded. 

I knew very well that de did not want good 
proof for what he advanced. Read what 
he cites out of Aristotle, and s^ter fuch 
an exprefs authority, you mufl either bum 
the works of that Prince of Philofopbers, 
or be of our opinion. Now liften to thq 
principles that father Bauny lays down ; 
and firfl of all he aflerts, ^' that no a£tioQ 
can be deemed culpable that is not volun* 
TARY." That is very true, faid n^ friend ; 
and this is the firft time, faid I, that ever I 
faw you agree j if you will take my advice. 
Father, flop where you are. ' That would 
be doing nothing, faid the Jefuit, you nauft 
be acquainted with the circumftances that are 
neceflary to make an adion voluntary. I am 
much afraid, faid I, that you two will differ 
again. Never fear, faid he, it is all fafe ; 
and ARisToTtBisof my fide, 
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^ow CftttfuUy attend to vfhzt firther Bau- 
HY fays: ^' To cortftitute a vobntaty a^iion 
'^ a mafi muft fee, koowy and crnnlne 
^' wh^t good or ill there is in it. Vobmtari^ 
^* um tfty as wc gemsraliy iay with the Phi- 
^* lofophcr, (by whotoi^ j&id he fqucezing my 
*V hand, you know yay well wc mean 
'* Aristotle) quod fit a principio cog* 

nofcente Jingula^ in .quibus eft aSHo. So 

that when the will hurries a perfoa on at 
^^ random, and without examination^ to like 
•^ or diflike, to do or not do any thing, 

befcHre the underftanding was able to dif^ 

cover the ill there might be in liking or 
^* difliking, doing or not doing it, fuch ,an 
" aiftion is neither good nor bad : Becaufe 
'^ before this examination, this infight and 
** reflcdbn of the mind on the good or bad 

qualities of what a man is going to do, 

fuch an adion is not voluntary. 

Well, faid, the Father, ^re joa fetisficd 
now ? Why truly, faid I, Aristotle and 
father Baunv feem to be of the fame opt*-* 
fiion, but my furprife is not yet the le& fcs: 
that. For, will yqu tell me when a man 
knows what he does, and is refol ved to do it, 
that he adfe involuntary, " 'till he fees, un- 
^^ dcrilands, and examines what good or ill 

\ *^ there 
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^' there, may he in his adion ?" If that be 
the cafe there are very few volunfaiy a(flions 
in life, for not one in a thoufand thinks of 
all this. How many oaths at gaming ? How 
many excefles in debauchery ? How many 
diforders in the Carnaval are involuntary, and 
confequently neither good nor bad, becaufe 
they are not attended forfooth with thofe re- 
flexions of the mind on the good or bad 
qualities of what you are doing ? 

But I can hardly believe that Aristo- 
tle' had ever fuch a thought, for I have 
heard fay that he was a man of good un- 
derftanding. 

I will explain that to you, faid my Jan- 
fenift, in a trice, and afking the Father for 
Ar I s TOT LE*s Ethics, he opened it at the 
beginnmg of the third book, from whence 
father Bauny had taken the very words. 
Then addrefling himfelf to the Jefuit, fays 
he, I can readily pardon you, from your con- 
fidence in father Bau NY's fidelity, for be- 
T lie ving Aristotle to be of that opinion. 
Had you read him yourfelf you would pro- 
bably think otherwife ; that Philofopher in- 
ded teaches, " that to render an aftion vo- 
" luntary, a man fhould know the particula- 
" ritiesof it.'* But what elfc does he mean by 
2 that 
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that but ^he particular circumftances of that 
action ; as the examples he brings clearly 
juftify him to do ? For docs he produce any 
other inftances but what proceed from not 
jcnowing the circumftances, fuch as " when 
" a man ftiewing a machine lets fly a dart, 
" and wounds a perfon^ or, when Merope 
** killed her fon while (he thought fhe was 
^' killing her enemy," with others of the 

like nature ? 

You fee by this, what fort of ignorance 
that muft be, which renders adions involun- 
tary, "uiz. That ignorance of every particu- 
lar circumftance, which is called by divines, 
(as you very well know) ignorantia faSii. 
There is another fort of ignorance which is 
called ignorantia juris^ and that is when a 
man is ignorant of the good or evil of hi? 
adlions : Now as this laft fort of ignorance is 
the point in hand, let us fee how ArisTo- 
TLE and, F. B A u N y agree. " All the 
** wicked (fays the Philofopher) are ignq- 
" rant of what they ought to do, and 
*' what they ought to avoid : And it is that 
*V yery ignorance whicH makes thepi vicious 
" and wicked. For which reafon wecan- 
^^ not fay, that a man's actions are involun- 
. <* tary, becaufe he does not know what is 

" proper,. 



A 



70 LETTER IV. 

proper for him to do towards difcharging 
his duty : For if he be ignorant h^w to 
choofe between good and evil, th^t does 
not render his actions involuntary, but only 
makes them vicious. The fame may be 
faid of him who in general does not know 
the rales of his duty, for fuch ignorance 
is rather blameable than excufable. And 
therefore the only ignorance that can make 
our a£tions involuntary, and excufable, is 
that which relates to the fa6t itfelf in par- 
ticular, with all and lingular it*s circum- 
ftances. For then we excufe and pardon 
a man when we think what he did was 
againft his will" 
What do you fay to this. Father ? Will 
you ftill affirm that Aristotle is of your 
opinion ?. Who will not hereafter be afto- 
nifhed to fee that an heathen Philofopher as 
much excelled your do<Stors in the important 
points of morality, and conduit of fouls, 
as he knew better than they, the conditions 
that render mens actions voluntary or invo- 
luntary, and excufe or condemn them ac- 
cordingly ? Exped: nothing more then, my 
good Father, from this Prince of Philofo- 
phers, but liften to what the Prince of Di- 
vines fays, who decides our prefent diipute 
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in thcfe words. 1. i . of his Rctr. ch^ 1 5* 
*^ To commit fiii through ignorance the will 
f^ mofl aiient to the adion, though it does 
" not ncoeflariiy affent to the.iin* Forwhidi 
^* reafon fins of ignorance cannot be com* 
** mitted withoot the will, which muft in- 
^^ cline as to the adion, though it does not 
" to the fin, but that does not present 
*' the aftion from being finful, for it be- 
" cojnes fo becaufe it was done, contrary to 
** the precept which forbad it." 

I faw the Jefuit look furprifed, but mora 
at the quotation out of Aristotle, than 
that out of St. August IN. But as he was 
ftudying what to anfwer, there came a fer- 
vant to let him know that Madame la 

Marechale of and Madame la Mar- 

quife of , dcfired to fpeak with him ; 
and fo leaving us abruptly, I will talk this 
matter over, faid he, with fome of our Fa- 
thers, for we have fome amongft us whofe 
keen parts will fumifh you with an anfwer 
to every queftipn. We knew well enough 
what he meant ; and as my friend and I 
were now alone, I am aftonifhed, faid I, to 
confidcr what a total fubverfi on of morals 
this dodtrine will introduce. And I am 
^onifjicd, replied my friend, at your afto- . 
2 niQ\menU 
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nifhment. What, do not you yet know Aenl 
that. their do^ine of morality is ten times 
more wicked thanfeveral other points whidi 
they teach ? Of which he gave me ftveral 
Shocking examples, and referred the red to 
another timcj which I hope will fumifli 
matter for entertainment, die iirft time I 
have the pleafure to meet you. 

I am, Sir, &c. 
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Paris, March 20, 16^6^ 

SIR, 

ACCORDING to my promife There 
fend you the firft fketchcs of the mo- 
rals of our good Fathers the Jcfuits i *' of 
^' thefe men fo eminent in learning and wif- 
** dom, who are all conducted by divine 
" wifdom, a much furef guide than all the 
" Philofophers put together/' You think I 
am in jeft perhaps; No, I fpeak ferioufly ; 
or rather it is what they themfelves fay, in 
their book intitled Imago primi feculi. ** The 
*^ image of the primitive age/' I have only 
copied t^ieir own words, as I (hall in what 
follows, concerning their own Elogium. " It 
is a fociety of men, or rather of angels, of 
which Isaiah prophefied in thefe words, 
Ite angeli veloces. Go ye Angels light 
*' and' fwift." Is not this prophecy very 
^ YoL. h G clear? 
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clear ? ** They have the towering genius and 
t5 peaetrating fpirifr of eagles, it is a flock of 
phenixes, for a late author has difcovered 
that there are more than one. They have 
changed the face of chriftianity.** We 
tnuft believe them hecaufe they fay fo^ and 
you will find it to be true by their maxims, 
which I propofe to difplay in the following 
difcourfe. Being refolvcd to inform myfelf 
with the niceft exadnefs, I would i^ot truft to 
what my friend had told me, but was de- 
termined to talk with the Jefbits th6mfclves» 
And here I found every lyllable true, as my 
friend had reprefented it : I believe he never 
told a lie in his life ; and you will think fb 
too, when you have read my account of 
what pafled in our feveral conferences. In 
that which I had with my friend he told me 
fuch xmaccountable thing? that I could hard- 
ly believe him. But when he fhewed ine 
his affertions, word for word, in their own 
writings, I had nothing more to fay in their 
defence, but that the fentiments of particu- 
lars ought not to be imputed to the vvhole 
body : And I aflured him that I knew fome 
who were as rigid to the full as thofe he had 
quoted were diflblute. Upon this he dif- 
covered to me the fpirit of the fociety, a 
I fecret 
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fecret. which every body is not acquainted 
with, and which perhaps you would be glad 
to know. It is this : 

You think you had done a great deal 
in their favour^ by (hewing fome of tl^ 
leathers, agreeing as much with the max-* 
tms o^ the Gofpel, as others difagree i and 
from thence conclude that thefe loofer fenti^ 
ments fhould not be laid upon the whole fo- 
ciety. But then as there are thofe amongft 
them that di^fend fuch licentious dodtrines^ 
you mufl conclude alfo, that the fpirit of the 
Jefuits is not that of Christ Jesus, For if 
k waSy they would not iuffer fuch amongft them 
who defend tenets in oppofitbn to theGofpeh 

What can the defign and drift of the whole 
body be, replied I ? At this rate they caa 
have no fixed principles^ but leave all at ran« 
dom to fay what they pleafe. 

That cannot be, replied my friend. So 
large a machine could never fubfift long by 
iuch mad extravagant conduft, without a 
^foul to regulate and prefide over all it's mo- 
jdons. Befides there is an exprefs order, 
that no one /hall pritit any thing but what isi 
l5rft approved of by their fupcriors. But, 
faid I^ how can the fuperiors themillves aU 
low of fuch contrary doftrines ? 

G 2 I will 
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.1 Will tell you hov/, continued He, You 
mud know then that * it is not their aim to 
corrupt mens morals ; no^ that is not their 
deligUy Neither is it their principal care to 
reform them, that would be bad politics. But 
this is what they drive at : Thefe gentlemen 
think fo well of themfelves as to believe, 
that it is beneficial and neceflary to the inter- 
eft of religion, to extend their reputation o- 
ver the whole earth, and regulate the conduct 
of every man's confcience. 

And as the ftri£t maxims of the Gofpel are 
moft proper to govern fome fort of peo- 
ple, they make ufe of them in cafes which 
moft require them. But as thefe .maxims 
will not fuit with the greateft part of man- 
kind, they are wholly laid afide in that^cafe, 
in order to find fomething to pleafe all the 
world. And for this reafon, as they are 
concerned with all forts of people, of dif- 
ferent nations, they arc obliged to find ca- 
fuifts adapted to all humours and com^ 
plexlons* 

From hence you may eafily judge, that if 
they had none but pliable cafuifts they would 
ruin their principal aim, which is to em- 
brace the whole world, becaufe the truly pi- 
ous look out for the fureft guide. But, as 

there 
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there are not abundance of that fort, the 
fewer ftrift directors will ferve the turn. A 
few of one for a few of the other. While 
the greater number of remifs cafuifts pre- 
fcnt their fervice to the greater number [oif 
thofe] that expert remiffnefs. 

It is by this obliging and accommodating 
behaviour, . as father P e t a u calls it, that 
th?y open their arms to all the world. For, if 
a perfon (hould come to them with a refolu- 
tion to reftore what he had got by iniquitous 
means, you muft not imagine they would 
diffuade him from it ; no, on the contrary, 
they would give him all due praife, and con- 
firm him in fo pious a refolution. But again, 
if another fl^ould come and defire abfolution, 
though he never intends reftitution, it muft 
be hard indeed if they could not find out 
fome warrantable expedient of their own, to 
excufe his obligation. 

By this means they preferve all their 
friends, and defend themfelves againft all 
their enemies. For, fliould you or any maa 
elfe reproach them, for their remiffnefs, im- 
mediately they prefent the public with their 
rigid and auftere dire(^ors, with fome few 
treatifes which they have written on the 
ftriftnefs of the chriftian law, while the 

G 3 fimple. 
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fimpU, an4 iTuch as Ca^inqt fatbQQi the matr 
ter, arc very well fetisificd with fupcrfkiaj 
appearances, 

Tljus they fapply all ibrts of ppoplc with 
all forts of eyafions y ajad aafwer fo pat tQ 
every queftion you pat» that in countries ar 
broad where a crucified God pafies fcM: fooL 
ifiinefs^ they fupprefs the fcandal of the crof% 
preaching Jesus Christ in his glory, and 
not in his fufFerings and humiliation ; as they 
did in the Indies and China^ where they al- 
lowed the Chriftians to pradlife idolatry itfclf^ 
hy the cunning invention of hiding uoder 
their cloaks an image of JesusChrist, 
to which they were taught to addrefs, 
|n (ecret, that worihip and adoration whicl}, 
|hey paid to the idol C h a ci m-c p o a n, 
find their Keum-fucum in public. This 
we have from Gravina^ Dominican, who 
feproaches them with it, a»d from a n^emo- 
rial in Spanifh prefented to Phix^ip the 
fourth. King pf Spain, by the Cordeliers of 
f he Philippine Iflands, as is mentioned by 
Thomas HuRXADo^in his boolf of mar-r 
tyrolpgy, page 427, Infomuch that the Car- 
llinals pf the congregation Je propaganda 
Ji4e^ for prc^Jagating the Gofpel in foreign 
pafts^ vyefc obliged particularly to fwbid ^b^ 

Jefuits^ 
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|d5ilfe, tin(ier pain of excomtminldtlioti, to 
itiSct the weirfllip of idols under any pre- 
text whatever; or to conceal the niyftery of 
the cro& from fuch as theyinflru^d in the 
faith. Exprefly comniandmg them not to 
admit any one to faa]^i{m that was not firft 
mftraSed in the dodtine of the croTs, the 
anage of which they were enjoined to ex- 
pofe pubHckly in their churches; as is &t 
forth at large in a decree of that congrega-^ 
tion, tBade the niilth erf July 1 646, iigned 
by Cardinal Cappon I. 

Thua liave they fpread tbemfelves over 
the lace of the whole eartb by noeans of 
** the doftrine of probable opinions;*^ 
which is the fountain and ibundatloa of tyt^ 
tf diforder. 

What that is, you em ft learn from thenl* 
fclves, for they make no fecret of it, no more 
than they do of what J now tcH you ; exce^ 
diat they coyer their political and human pru^ 
dence, under the cloak c^chrifHan and di-t 
tine pnid^ce : As if faith (and tradition 
that fuppbrts it) would not renaain, at all 
times and in all places, unvariaUe and un^ 
fiiaken, [without it]. As if the rule mufl: 
fubmit to finners, and not finners to the rule ; 
aji4 a$ If there was no- other way to purify 

G 4 the 
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the £mleft crimes, but by coitopting the 
kws of God. Whereas, the law oftbe LfORO 
is an undefiled laWj converting . ihe. foul^ to 
conform to it's wholefom inftradaons. 

Let me beg of you then to make a^vifit 
to thofe Fathers, and I am vorily. petfnaded 
you will eafily bbferve that the remiflhefa of 
their morals is the true caufe of their doftrine 
concerning grace. There yoa will fee 
thechriflian virtues fo fbippedofaii charitjs^ 
which is their life and foul, and £b difguiied 
that you cannot know them : There you wiH 
fee fo many crimes palliated, and fo xnany 
diforders tolerated, that you will be no loogt 
er aftoniihed to hear them maintain ^^ that 
^f all men, at all times, have gracjs suf- 
*' PiciENT,(in the manner they .underilaad 
** it) to lead a pious and godly life." For, 
as their morality is entirely pagan, the Ii^xt 
of nature alone is fufficient to diredt them; 
Whereas when we ipfif): upon the neceffity 
of an BFPicAcioys grace, we have o^ 
ther virtues of a purer nature in view, it is 
not (imply to cure fome vices by others, 
it is not only to make men ohferve their ex* 
terior duties pf religion, but to pradife a 
virtue more exalted than that of the Pharifcc, 
or d^ greateft fages of the heathen world. ; 

Ltaw 
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; Law and the light of mljirc are gracet 
fiifficjeot for thofc' putpo&s. But to diieng«ig<^ 
the foul from a love of the worlds to make 
her rclmquifti the moft cndeariDg ties, to 
make the foul die to the world and, herfelf]| 
to raife and unite it folely and uoalterabty to 
Go'D) can be nothing but the work of an 
ahnighty fcand, I readily allow there£bre» 
that the virtues void of the love of God, 
and which the Jefuits confound with the. 
chriftian graces, may be at every man's hedc 
and command when he pleafes ; but to fay 
the fame of thofe exalted virtues, charity, 
and divine love, k moft abfurd and ridt« 
cuious. 

So far my friend, with true concern, for 
he is ieriouily troubled at all thefe diforders. 
For my part I could not help applauding the 
excellency of their politics : And taking leave 
of my friend, I made a vliit to one of the 
i)eft cafuifts of the fociety, an old acquaint^ 
ance, that on this occaiion I had a mind to 
nnew. An4 as I kpew in .what nrncmer te 
bei^ve, I had but little difBcuUy to bring 
him to the point As he retained ftiJl an 
affe£don for me, he embraced me a thon&nd 
times ; but after a little talk of indifl^^ent 
things^ I took occafion from the ieafon [Lcnt§ 

to 
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to aik him a queftion about Ming, to bad 
him infcnfibly tp what I wanted. 

I icAd him dierefore, that I could oof 
bear to faft. He exhorted me to ftniggle aH 
I conld ; bot as I perfifted in my complaints^ 
he was touched, and was looking out for 
ibmc reaiboaUe excufe. He gave me fevei 
ral which I did not like^ but at laft he afked 
me if I could not fleep without a fupper ? 
No Father, faid I, and that obliges me to 
breakfaft at noon and fup at night. I am 
very glad, anfwered he, that I have fcmnA 
out an innocent expedient that will fuit you 
without finning. Go, go, you are not o- 
bliged to faft at all. But do not believe me 
but follow me into the library. I went, and 
there the Father taking down a book, here 
b your proofs faid he^ and an excellent one 
k is! itis Escobar's. Who is Escobar, 
£dd I ? What, faid he, did you never hear 
of Escobar, one of our fociety that com-^ 
piled the moral divinity of four and twenty 
cf our Fathers, which he ^' compares to 
*< the book of Revelations, which wasieaied 
^' with feven feals, and fays that Christ de^ 
*^.livered it thus feded, to the four beafb, tost. 
** Sita&bz, Vasquez, Molina, Valentia, 
^ in preieiice of twenty four Jefuite who 

^ rcprefcnte4 
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*♦ rqprefented the twenty four elders ?" He 
went through the whok parallel which he 
fouad v^^ juft» and by which he gave an 
(jxalted notion of that excellent treatife. When 
he had found out his pailage about fafting, 
look ye^ &id he, here is your cafe to an hair « 
Tr. I. E?:. 13. N* 67* ** He that cannot 
** Ueep without a fupper, is he obliged to 
** h& ? Not at all/' Are you latisfied now ? 
Not entirely, faid I, for I can hA well e-» 
Qoi^h with a breakfaft in the morning md a 
iupper at night, ^e what foUo^ws, faid fae^ 
for our Fathers have let nothing efcape thenii 
^V Suppofe a man could content himfelf with 
** a breakfaft in the morning and a fupper at 
*• iwght? Ay, that is my cafe exactly. He is 
^' not therefore obliged to faft, becaufe- no 
^' man is obliged to change the courle of hit 
*^ meals." What an excellent reafon is there! 
faid I. But tell me. Sir, faid he, do you like 
a hearty glaf& of wine ? No, Father, faid I, 
J cannot endure it. 

I afked that q^ition, laid he, only to let 
you know that you might take a gla& inC 
the morning, or when you pleafe, without 
breaking your faft ; and a glaf$, you know^ 
keeps up the ^its« Pray fee what Es.c'o- 
j^^ ia^s^t th$ f(ime plafCi N« ys. *^ can 
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a perfon without breaking his faft drink 

and that to a confidcrablc quantity? Yes^ 

'^ he may^ and a dram too if he has a minci 

f* to itr 

1 had forgot the dram, faid the good Fa*^ 
ther, I muft put it down in my pocket book. 
This fame Escobar is an excellent fellow, 
faid I. Oh, faid the Jefuift^ all the world is ia 
love with him : He puts fuch pretty qucftions ! 
Mind this here at the fame place, N. 38* 
** If any one doubts whether he is of age is 
^' he obliged to faft ? No. But fuppofe I 
** fliould be of age an hour after mid- 
night and to-morrow was a faft, am I o- 
bliged to keep it ? No. For you may eat 
as much as you pleafe from twelve to one* 
*' becaufe till then you would not be one and , 
" twenty complete, and fo having a right to 
** break your faft, you are not at all obliged 
^ to keep it." 

Well, fure faid I, this is the moft divert- 
ing book that ever was ! What fay you, Fa-^ 
ther ? Say, quoth he, there is no laying that 
book by ; I pafs whole days and nights in 
reading him, in fliort, I do nothing elfe. The 
good ]f*ather, highly pleafed to fee me fo iriuch 
delighted. Look you here, faid he, I will 
fliew you a more diverting paiTage than thi$ 

i in 
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in father Filiutius, one of the twenty 
four Jefuits. To. 2. tr. 27. part 2. c. 6, 
n. 123. " Suppofe any one has fatigue4 
^' jhimfclf, running after a girl for example^ 
** is he obliged to faft ? Not ^t all feut 
^' what if he tired himfelf on purpofe to be 
*' difpenfed with from falling, will he then 
^* be obliged ? No, though it (hould be his 
** premeditated defign, he is not at alloblig- 
^^edtofaft." 

Well, laid he, would you ever have Re- 
lieved it ? Why in troth. Father, faid I, I 
can hardly believe it yet. What ! Is there 
no fin in breaking a faft, when I can keep it ? * 
Have I fiill permiffion to range where I 
pleafe, and purfue my game ? That woulcj 
be line indeed ! But I always thought that ^ 
inftcad of courting all opportunities of finning, 
i was obliged to avoid them. Not always, 
faid he, that is according. According to 
what, laid I ? Ho, ho ! replied the good Je- 
fuit, fuppofe your refiftance to temptation 
fliould lead you into any inconveniency, do 
you think that you are obliged ftiU to refift ? 
tf you do, it is more than father Baunv 
does; as you may fee, page 1084. " We 
** f confeffors] muft not irefufe abfolution tp 
^. fuch as dwell on the confines of fen, if 
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*' they are in fuch a fituation that they can- 
*• not quit them without making a towA talk, 
** or bring inconveniencies upon themfelves.** 
I am heartily glad of it, faid I, and fincc 
^e are permitted not to avoid the occafions 
iiiat lead us into fin, I fhould be glad to 
know if we might not be permitted (it is but 
cnieftep further) adually and intentionally to 
feck them ? Sometimes, faid he, even that may 
be permitted : The celebrated cafuift Basil 
Po N T I u s fays (b, and father B a u n y quotes 
and approves his opinion, as you may read ift 
his book of penitdice, q. 4. p. 94. ^^ A 
*• man may feek an occafion [to fin] direSly 
** and for itfelf, primb et per fe^ when the 
** fpiritual or temporal good either of him- 
^ felf or his neighbour calls upon him/* 
' Do I. hear religious men talk at this fatel 
What, faid I, am I awake, or do I dreatn ! 
1 hope in God, Father, you are not of this 
opinion. No indeed, faid he. Why then 
do you fpeak againfl your confcience, faid I ? 
I do not, replied he 5 for I did not fpeak ac- 
cording to my own confcience, but according 
to PoNTius*s and father Bauny*s confci- 
cnces \ and you may follow them very fafdy, 
for they are both able cafuifls. What, Fa- 
ther, becaufe they have put thefe three lines 
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In their books, have I liberty to hunt out for 
criminal occafions ? I thought that the Scrip- 
ture and tradition of the [prioiitive] Church 
were the only rules of praiStice, and not your 
cafuifts. Oh! good God, cried he, you 
put me in mind of the Janfenifts ! Have not 
father B A u N Y and Basil Pontius 
authority fufficicnt to make their opinions 
probable ? But I am not iatisfied with 
PROBABILITY, faid I, I am enquiring after 
CERTAINTY. Phooh ! quoth the Jefuit, 
I find you know nothiilg of what the docStrine 
of PROBABILITY means. Ah poor man I I 
fee you want a little of my tutoring, and then 
you will talk quite otherwife. I am glad you 
are come to-day, for I can tell you if you do 
hot know THAT you know nothing, it is 
the very foundation, the a, b, c, of all 
pur morality, 

I was delighted to find him come fo cafily 
into what I wanted, and defired him to ex- 
plain what was meant by a probable opi- 
nion • Our authors, faid he, will give you 
the beft anfwer. All our author^ include. 
Sng our twenty four elders, fay thus, in princ, 
ex. 3* n. 8. ** An opinion is called pro- 
^^ bable when it is founded on reafoos of 
*J fome weight. From whence it follows 

" /ometinicsi 
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**• fometiihes; ihat only 43ne very grave doc- 
tor^ tan tender an opinion probable. 
* And' the reafon ib plain^ ^' for a than 
Mfho addids bimfelf particulariy to ibsAy, 
'^ would not adhere to an opinion if he wast 
*^ not induced (o to do by good and fafRcIent 
y teafons." ; 

why, at that rate, faidly one fingle doc-.; 
tor may fettle and unfettle the confciences"" 
of all mankind juft as he pleafes, and [yet] 
be always fafe. I would not have you tidi« 
cule, faid be, or oppofe this dodrine; fiar 
the Janfenifts, who tried to do both, found 
it was too firmly eilablifhed to be fhaken. 

Hear what Sanchez fays, who is one of 
the moil celebrated cafuifts amongft us. Sum, 
L I.e. 9.. n. 7. " You will queftion per- 
** haps if the authority of one fingle dodor, 
** learned and good, be fufficient to make an 
** opinion probable. I anfwer, it is» 
" And this is what Angel us, Sylvius, 
y Navarre, Emanuel Sa, &c. af- 
^' fure us. And they prove it thus : A pro- 
B A B L £ opinion is that which has a 
weighty foundation ; now the authority-^ 
** of one learned and pious . man is not of a 
little, but rather of great weight and con?* 
fideration. For, [pray mind this reaibn] 
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^*^<ffli(»gb^ m gain^otir belkf that iuch or 
"^^^luch a diitlg 'happened^ for example^ at 
". ;AoiJrid, ^Ky (boiald it' not be w^ghty c** 
'^ • obughitb decide our fcrufks^in mQi^ty ?'* 
Thit cis very tnerry indeed, faid I j what 
do yQti liteike a coiiipadfon between the fcru-* 
pies of .W tender cdiicience^ and - an ordinary 
or perhaps trifl^'^occurrerica that tns^ hap^ 
pen id thie world ? Have but a^ moment's pa-* 
lidft6^C^aid he^ and Sanchez will anfwer 
yM/ in: the very next lines. *' Andl^liA ^fl 

- a|)pft>ve of the rcftriftion [or Jimitatioo} ;][ :| 

^* Whidi certain authors lay down, who tell >^f I* 

^"^ yo&i that the authority of fuch a dodor ; ' - * \ 

** may indeed be fdfiicient ki things apper- (^' f 

^'^ 'fining to men; but not in thofe, apper- ' , 

^*' fining to Goio. For it is of great vireighi 
" -ani importance in both/* By your lea^ve^ ; 

Father, to tdlyou my mind frankly, I da 
&ot fee how this rule can be depended upon « 
for, from that liberty which your dofibors 
take to 'examine every thing by mere reafou^ 
how can I be fure, that what appears rea£)nA 
able to OEie, may not appear unreafonaUe to 
o&ers ? Men's judgments are fo very diiier^ 
ent that — — ^ Pfhaw ! you do not under^ 
ftand it, quotb the Jefuit, interrapting me, 
i' Vou L H why 
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why for they arc vfiryofteo. Afferent stjbjt^ 
whit is that to thft jwspofc > Caijupt e«ciy 
one make his QWQ probable and' .$u]^£7 
A great piece of news, indeed! meijs JBjig-t 
trients are difFcrent! What if they are^ S© 
much the bctt* j and the jnore fo, bectcufe 
they hardly w^r agree. For dierf are very few 
qudUons where yoa will not find o^e fajf 
VES, and another no. And whenever tha$ 
haf^ns, each of thofij corsrary opipi(»ig ij 
r&oBABi'i:. For which reafon DfAi^M 
tells us, Qn a certain fubjfdt, part 3., tp 4^ 
refp. 244. *^ PoNTiiff and Sakch?^ are 
^* of different fentiraent? : But becaufe th^ 
^^ are both learned men, each ca^ make h^ 
y own c^inion probablf/* 

But, (aid I, Father, in that cafe I ihonld 
he very much puzzled vhjch tochoole? iNo 
$ir, faid he, you need not be puzislod in th^ 
leaft ; for you have nothing to do but to tak^ 
which you like beft. Biit what if the othetr 
opinion .[which I refufed] fhould be n\Qr^ 
f.ROBABLE ? No matter for that^ fatd he^ 
But vidiat if it fhould be more $t7R£ ? No 
mattpr I tell you a^in, faid the Father, ti 
you . arc fo diffident, pray read Emanv^ 
UL Saj one of our ibciety, who nuakf^ 
tl^ thing very 9lear in his q>horifmt$ c^ 

doubt^ 
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ibh^i p. j$$. "A perion flwy db what 
•' ht tbinfcs is peronUted by one ?ROBA$i,iB 
" opinion, thougU the contrary be monp 
** spRE.Ther^fcrfe the. opinion of one fingle 
f-* gK^vfi Icafuiii is XOffiqcnt/' 

J^t fuppofe, for example, that an opinion 
(ko\M be both te£? i>«oBABj:E and lefs sure, 
may I'/cdbw that, and r/yoQ; tha more PRoi 
j5ABtS i.apd liiorc^ sjjble ? Yes, I tcU yoa 
flg^in ^bd; .filgaitt i Will- you never be fatis- 
fiedyfifid he? Mmd what FfjLiutius'^ 
lliat^fMt Rom!»n Jefuit, fays, Mon Qijeft. 
fcr.^KjCil4in. 1^8* *• A man may foUovf 
^^' fhplefs PJROBAB^^E opinion, though it be 
"^ lefs syijs. And this. is the common opi- 
f ^ nipa of our modern authors." Is not that 
plain I What would you have more ? No^ 
f bing more, revei!end Father, faid I^ oothing 
more. The gfacious indulgence of your pro- 
^ABiB <3pinions has left us fcope enough, 
and our confcicnces have fufficient field to 
^:ange in i But have you too (who are our 
cafuiils afid confeflbrs) the fame liberty in 
;your anfwers ? Yes, faid he ; we anfwer a$ 
we pleafe, or rather as they that confult us 
pToafb. Our rules in fach caies are taken 
^om our &ther I^aiman, Theol. Mor. 1, t. 
tr. I. c^ 2..§. 2. n. 7. Vasqjtbz, difp. 62. 

Ha c. 9. 
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c. 9". n. .47. Sanchez, in film. I: i.c.^t 
n. 43- 4rtd ftom <*r twenty four eldeii; 
Princ. ex: 4. n, 24V La imam's vrords^ 
which the twenty, four haVc followed, af6 
thcfe : " A cafufft, when cbnfulted, ma^ 
give his advice, not only probable ac- 
cording to his opinion, but contrary to 
his own opinion, if it (hould be deemed 
** pRofeABLE by others, when an bpinioa 
" that is contrary to his own (hould happen 
,** to be more favourable and agreeable to the 
** perfon who confults him :*' Si forte et ilU 
favor abilisr feu eocoptatior ft.' ^'•-Btat I wM 
*** venture to fay farther, <;/2?. That he [the 
** cdnfeflbr] will not adt without reafon, tf 
** fee gives them that confult him an opinidft 
** judged to be probable by foitic ma« 
^* of learning, though he knew at the fame 
•** time that it was abfolutely falfe." 

Welf! really Father, your dodrinc i», 
•without comparifon, the moft convenient 
fch^me in' the world. ; What ! to ahfwcr yes, 
or no, j lift as you will ? Such a privilege is 
ineftimabie [• Novr I ^dilcover plainly the 
ufe Wl^rch your'do&ors make of their cott- 
4rary lentiments on each fubjeiftjT^r as oae 
[cafuift] is 'always for you,' the other is ne- 
ver againftr^ you. If JOM do not . find . y oftr 

account 



asfcpun^ PQe ,w;^3rr yoa dp.^npther,, and To are 
aiwfkjs in ,/efcurity^.Yf bat. ypu % is yefj{;true, 
q^0$h.th?f f'^thjq:,^ wc can fayjjs.PiAFA- 
^id wHon hie;fpui)4 i^iithpr Bauny .fpr him, 
^ fath^. L,u G o fti^ft him. ^ . 
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- S^Jrp»ifUg <^tf, fertdeui alter ^em... 

- If que Gpi) ihould misfortune Jcnd us, 
: Ariothfi? \fill, 9P doubt, dcfendup., 

50" ■-. ,-'• n ) ■„ ' ■ i » . 

;?. I»jindciil»nd yo«, iaid I. put here is anp- 
j(bcf .dtfiicuky come ; into my bead : We will 
/jLip{$o(e t^tafter I hav^confulted one 9^^.your 
^o6b)if§^iflX^ M\ip[i: his opinion, which left 
m^ pr«ty, much at, l^ge, I fhould light upon 
ailourrCpnfe^r (b^t .will not give me abfolu^; 
iijpn tiH;I;liaYe chaiigcd n?y fwtimcpts? Pave 
you lAade^Q^Ay pronifipn^ dear Father, Jn fuph 
*c»Cei:No;dopbto^ i^, ,Sir, faid Ije. They 
tj^e- oH^^d; to ! abfoive their penitent^ wljio 
have -fQlJo wed Ibme yi^oBABf-E opinion^ uut 
der pain and penalty of a niortal fin ; which 
will kisep thon^ yo^ fee, from pvier fajling 
in that. ^afe. You will find this ftf ongly en** 
jferc^ ^y our l^atheys^ and amoogfl: others, 
by father J3auny, tr., 4, de poenit, q. 13. 
'P- 93' " When the penitent (fays he) fo^ 

H 3 . '* laws 
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^' tnifft abfolve hioi, diough |]^ o^!fd«)b 
" fliouldbecoritrirytothatdfthcptnitetit** 
But he does not fay it would be i^ti^ottAAt 
not to abfolve him. 6!ii^ Ine, fftid the g66ll 
Father, how haffy you are ! mind what f<^-* 
lows, for hb makes it an es^refi tdiet or 
dogma. ** To refufe abfblotion to a penitent 
'* who a^ pui-fUant to a probabl£ (tpk&m 
" is in- it's own nature a niortal fill. And 
to confirm his opinion, he quotes three of 
oiir mofl celebrated Fathers^ SttA]|£!^y%d* 4* 
d. 32. §. 5. VAs<jjjez, ^fp, 62. C. Jr. t«d 
Sanchez, n. 29. Ot dearPatlkr, ftid f| 
what prudent regulations have ycAi fhade { 
What terrible fear j have you remdv^d 1 What 
confeflbr will attempt to dl^bey fhch ordi^ 
nances ! But I did not know befere that yo4 
had power to command, undei" pdA of dind^ 
hation. I thought vou could only take aWajr 
fins, I did hot thiuK yba could introduce new 
ones, but a& far as I can lee you h^tve jpower 
ip do every thing, 

You do not ej^rtft' ^oilrftlf properly, 
laid he, we ^0 not i|itrodupe finS, tvfe only 
point out what are fath, 1 have 6Mbrved 
tWx) or three times (hat yba arp fio gjrfca^ 
fchool divine* • ' .^ 

■ • ■■■ .1: • ' fe 
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.: Be that » it w^^ ikid I, you h^yc coim- 
.|Aetdiy aoiWered my dloubts in this^^refenjC 
cafe. . But X have ftiU another behind, ^viz, 
t oanoot imagioe what you can do when the 
ftotim^tS of your cafiilfts are coinfrary to the 
ientkuente of tlie leathers of the church. 
Alas 1 alai3 J how little, faid he, da you 
.Jknow of the matter ! The Fathefs were well 
^^09gh for the moral dodrine of their 6wn 
r times, but are too remote to be of any weight 
in our age ^ no th^are now quite out of date.* 
The new cafuiite are your only men sow 
a«-da^s; theyregulatd all our morality, the 
Fathers have nothing to do with it. PrAy re* 
ikurk what our fatharCELtoT fays,deHierr 
J* &. c. 1 6. p. 7^14* who in that point fol- 
io wsc our famous father Reginald: *^ In 
^^ pdntapf rnorality the new cafuiils are pre«^ 
^ ' Arable to the primitive Fathers, although 
they lived nearer the times of the Apo-* 
Mes/' And, Diana, following the famd' 
maadms, ipeaks in this manner, p. 5. tr..S/ 
r. 31. ** Is a clergyman obUg^d to make re-i> 
^ ilitutiotiJ&r liie income of his living which 
^ he has tnifapplied ? The ancients (ay yes, 
^ the modems no. , But let us adhere to 
^ that opinion which difchargeth us of thtf 
^ duty of reftitu^on." 
^ H 4 Thefc 
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Thefe are fine' maxii^^ .i^d ^ y^ (l¥9r 
fortable expreflions to' abuo^^ce.of p^opleH k^ 
the wdrhH We leavs tlie qU Fadieys^ J^wk 
the Jcfuit, t6 thofe who ftudy, wh^t; is cfillcdL 
POSITIVE divihity j but we, . who direftv , 
xxien*s confciences, leldprn or , n«vc;r S^^^ 
them I wc hijver quote any .but the new ca« 
,)Gbifts. If you will dip into pi^N^^ ;Whqi. 
has writ fo much, you will f}n4 he gives ,ypa 
at the beginntng of his books, a lift pf tw% 
hundred and ninety £ix authors,: the ,Q)pftr ^ 
ancient of whom is not aboh^efourfcore-yctars^ 
old. ' That is (ince the foundation of ^Fput; ^ 
ibciety, faid L Thereabouts, replied the 
Father. That, is as much as to fay, . quoth I 
again, that upon your appearance in the worlds ^ 
thofe great moralifts, St; A u o u s t, j n, St. 
Chrysostom, St. Ambrose, St. JpROjM^r 
&c. were obliged to difappcar. But pray- . 
kt me hear the names at leaft of their fuc-* 
ceffofs. Who are thefe new authors ? C^ -t* 
very able . men ! very noted men ! tl^crc ia. , 

ViLLALOBOS, CONINK, LlAM^S, AcHO- . 
ICIER, DEALKOZER, PEJI.I.ACRUS,' Ve-*, 
NACRtJS, UgOLIN, TAMBOURIIjf, Fi^R- . 
NANDES, MaRTINES, §UARES, I^ENJLIw . 

^UEs, Vasqjltes, Lopes, Gomes, San — 
CHBs, DE Vechis^ pe Grassis, DJ^ P^'AS^ 

s'alis^ 
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83ilJ«i^;DE r/triQlANis, DE GrAPH^JS; 
8klUILAN'tl/:BW0ZiEkl, .BaRCQLA, 0B 
BoBADJLtLA, BrSBE, SiMANCHA, P^RES 
3>ErLARA, AL'DRETTA, LoRCA, DK 
SfiARClA, Q0.A;RANTA, ScoPHRA, PjE-si 
JDttEZZA, CaBREZZA, DiAS, DE ClAVA-^ 
§It>, ViLLAGUT, ApAM A ManDEN, 
iRiEARfl, BiNSFELD, VoLFANGI A. VoR-?» 

B£KG^ VbsTHERi, Strevesdorf. O Fa-» 
thcr, faid I, in a moft' terrible fright, jvere 
all Uhefe hlki Chriftians ? No doubt of it^ 
qubtli hc^^ have you forgot wh,at I told you, 
that by thefe'abtie we now govern all Chrit* 
fteifidom? 

: *J was. quite fick, and concerned to, hear 
biiW^ howeVei-* I would not let him fee it, 
gfid Qoly aiked if all thofe were Jefuits* No, 
i(aid' he/ but that fignifiejs nothing, they hav9 
written yefy valuable things for all that. Not 
but that moft part of them have either bpr- 
rowed from, or copied by us ; but we , do 
pot'lland upon nice punililios, cfpecially, fincc 
on all occafions they treat us with honour 
and refpe<3:. There is Djana, for exam* 
pie, ,who,' though no Jefuit, when he fpeaks 
of VjA*§QltJE,?; calkhim the phfijix op 
W^'^^ and in another plate fays that VAsri 
^¥i7i alont is), to hipi, as good as all th6 

I reft 
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reft of mankii^ ^eiher^ Infiiff mrntim^ 
Wof which rcafon all out Fathers yffity citai 
make ufe of their godd friend Di amav And 
if you.confider our dodirine of 9tMB Atihi^ 
TV rightly^ you will find that will tmka 
no difference at all, their not being. Jefuht 
will be no objection to us ; on the contra^^ 
we are rery well pleafed diat others, beii^ 
oarfelves, can niake their o^nions fj^oba^ 
BLS, that the world chay not in^pote tlifBi 
all to us. And l^ this means, let the attthor 
be who or what he will that adi^ances but a 
FJiOBABiLiTY, we ate entitled to muke^uitf 
of it by the dodrine of probablb ofioi^ 
nions, or may rejeA it when the author is 
none of our fociety. Father, iaid I, I takcyott 
exa£tly. Every body, I fee, is welcome esccefc 
the prsmtive Fathers. And as you k^p the 
jfeld you may forage where you plenS^ ^.BuC 
I ififefM three or fow terribly mcon?eMln^ 
ces, and barriers of the moft orefift&Je, o^ 
portion. For Godiake! What are they^ 
iaki the Father in a fright? The Holy Scrips 
ture, faid I, the Popes and Councils whidi 
you cannot contradi^, as they all tread ifi 
the fingle path of the Gofpel. Is that all, 
faid he? At firft you put me in a frights 
What! dkl you think we had iK)t fofe&eil 

and 



^d |*6vidcd Againft a cafeffo jslaih atnlkt^ 

I am realty fiftprlfctt at you ! Do you think 

that w6 «oppofe the Scripittre^ the Popds and 

Ac Conndk ? I will give you conviaipn to 

^^ fcoftttary. 1 ihould' be Very fony y«u 

^IfliouU .think tiae we are wanting in our duty 

and regard to them. You may perhaps haVe 

^ught fo from fome fentiments of our Fa- 

fnft*,' 'Whidi' StfEM indeed to contradidt 

Ifedr decifions, but in fa<5t you will find it, 

Dtherwife. But, to explain to you hov^ they 

^|ree^ twpAtei tmxt SfcAe iJftfl I hiv% at 

j^aSmt to i^cv I hope y«Ai will be edified 

tJy :^hat I- l»ye flawb , y<iu already / »dd. if 

jon fAcait tO' kt mt fee )«» htce a^ia t^ 

'itt0rro#y $ will ^v« you finthd- ihfigbt; into 

4frkftt at {trefent I but only hflHcd. , , \ 

fiftre ioded) our oobftreneei iind htn I 

^^K^ «tt4«my very fofig lettec. I Balt^ ih^tlf 

'Aii wfll anmib yoa Wdl «fl|oiigh tfU rfchd 

I am, tki^: 

» 1 • . / .> * " i ♦•♦...' 
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SIR, 

FINISHING my laft fetter, I told 
you that the; goodfither Jelilit pronaSfed 
to letnae know- in. what manner the cafiiifH 
tecoticiled the contrarieties that mkjr happen 
thetween their opinions, and the demons of 
Popes, Councils', and Scripture. He was as 
^ood^as his word^ in my feoMid vifit, of 
%hich I fend you the. following^ account. .. ^ 
.' Itie Father begin thus. Oae of the me- 
thods by which we reconcile theft feen»i|; 
contradidlions is, by the interpretetion c£ 
.fom^tcrm. For example, PopeGREOoRr 
the fourteenth declares that Assassins are 
unworthy to enjoy the prote^ion of the 
Church, and that they ought to be draped 
from thence. Neverthclefe our twenty four 
ciders fay, tr; 6. ^x. 4/ n. 27. " Every man 

*^ that 
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^ that kills another treacfaeroufly does not 
"** incur the penalty of this bull/* Hciie, yott 
^ill fay, feeihs to be a controdifibioa ; bat 
that is made eafy by interpreting the term 
ASSASSIN, wbith i^done thas: ^ Are not 
,** ASSASSINS unworthy of the privileges pf 
•* the Church? Yes, by <JregorY .the 
^* fourteenth's bull But \<re linderfland by 
,** the word assassin's, thofe who takt 

money to murder another treacheroufly. 

From whence it will follow, that they 
^< who cooitnit murder witboiit being paid 
f^^ for it, ! njerely to oUige their friends, arc 
f^f.notcaUbd assassins." 
ft In the fam^ manner it is iaid in the Gofpel^ 

giy0 ali&s out of your abundance, or fu^ 

perfkuties/' Yet, feveral cafuiits have hk 
upon a method to difchargeeven the moft 
wealthy, from the obligation of bellowing 
aims'. This, you wiU (ay again, look^ like 
11 €ontradi£Bon, but that i is eaiily reconciled 
% exphinrng the word super flu i t y, 
npdjiich may be done in fuch a manner, that 
itr will hardly ever appear that any perfoh can 
dbave it. And this is what the learned Vas^ 
:qjtbz Im done in his treatife upon charity, 
^; 4. <* That which is hoarded up, in or^ 
:^ der to-advancpLyourfelf gr ^-elation^ is nqt 
: ' "called 
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^* called siiFKRFLirtTV ; fo that thc liuty 
^ iejdom or never have any fuch things no^ 
^^ not even Kings^themfelves*- ^ And tb^nr 
lore ivlien Diana, (who genendly boUds 
upon our Fathers) ^otes thefe words of Va&- 
qjjBz, he draws iiiis condiifion from thi^rtr, 
fviz. ^^ Are the rich' ot)iiged : to pib almi; out 
^' of their abundance ? Although it may be 
** ttuc to hy yes, in theory ; it will ne^er^ 
^^ or at leaft very feldom oblige in pradtiee. ' 

This condnifionj faid I, is juftly drawn 
Ifrom what Vasqjjez fays. But if it ap!^ 
pear^, as it does by his do^ine^ that I dlH 
as fure of gpmg to heaven by retaining my 
^tnbitlon and my money too, as it doos by the 
Obfpel,that I ought to part with both, What 
will you fay r That both thefe ways are equd-^ 
ly &irt by ^le^ianie Gofpcl ?^ Yes, replied the 
jPather. One according to the Gofpel ip it'smoft 
caiy and literal fenfe, and the ot)ier according 
40 die £ime Gofpcl ioterpreted by VAsOj^jsa. 

You cannot bat obferve from hence, tibie 
life of comments. But when the terms ace 
ib^lain ^s to idtuit of none, why then we 
make ufe, as we oiight, of our reifledidn ini 
.regard to the moil favourable drcumilances ; 
-as for example : The popes have estcommur- 
nicatec^ aii monks that quit die habit, btrt 

V • ' ~ ^ . yet 
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^^t our twqity four. 4d^r$ J:»1|c to qs ia^bii 
ijaaancr, . Tr» 6^ ex, 7, n. 103. " On wha> 
^\ <x:pafiofis may a moi^ qpit l;ii^ habiti 
* * M^^l^out; incurring excommunication f * Wf 
mentions fcveral, an4, ^mongA: the jreft 
this, viz^ '* If teqjy^t^ it Qn^iqriifan4a|oas 
^' acgflunt^ a^ (fpr <fSample) to, turn (harper 
fV ^ iikhor, pr to go incogs to, a bawdy 
*' houf«, intending ip put it on again pre*- 
** fently after/* Now it is very pl^tin that thia 
^e ^ not mentioned in the buUs, 
^ 'I bad much ado tp believe hip, and thepet 
f^re bfljgged to fee it in the origiaal^ and tbert 
I . remarked thai the chaptci;, in whidj tbf 
* )Srflrds are*, was Entitled, " the .pra<3i(:e of 
^* th^ fchpol acixirdingto the iociety of J^^. 
^* sps J Praxis f^ fecietate J esu ' JcbQfd :*^ 
4nd in il; J faw !th^ words : *^ Si babifum 
^* detnittat^t Jurftur occult^ velfcrnicetur.; 
,_^nd, he ihewed me the fame thing in 
Diana J his words arp, .** tjt eatincogmtf^ 

. But why, faidl. Father, are they ejtt 
pnfed in this cafe more thau any o^t ? Do 
ppt you know the reafon,. faid he ? Do not 
you ^ conMift what fcandal it would be to 
catch a monk in fuch a fituation in the bar 
hit of his Older ? And did yov fiev^r hear 

(continued 
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(ean<Bnfed'he)th({?ai}Hifw thUk vf0 maic <6 
tliB= fil-ft bull cmif4 ^Jilitksntet ? , Atid> in 

fehodi praxis,' expfctrt 'tfte biill^f I^Wrthe* 
fiihi ttmtra chrk^sf < l^ •; v r.: iif 

Fatlw, faid I^ fo^ fir froiji it, ^\^ 149% 
mt know one wbrd joa aretftlkiqg o(^/TJb«^ 
ymt ieldom rcfiu! Escobar, <a«d he- to «^|f 
i never tnet wkh him, FatJber,' (aid^ I^rtiU:^ 
y^Berday, and jhen with muek nio^ / 1 49f 
not. know what is the meaning- of i|^ ^ifi^ 
tbe Fatfm-, but of late every b^dy is f fH|ttjr^ 
ing for Escobar; w^at I told you-^f^iil; 
tt..t.rtx.S.^n. I o 2 • R<ad it Ja ^iviUik 
when .yoo get honoe, you will ih^, ^9^ 
£ud lie» ah excellent fpecknen of 1^ uM^ok^ 
of iateipjating. bulls favovrAblv* ^ I.d«s| 
lb that very evening, but it is fometJ^^iog^'lb 
rtry (hocking that I dare not rep^lut j^.. .1 
/ The good Jefuit went on thus^* y«||L 
faiow very well by < this- time wbftt*^^ft ^ve 
fiiake of FAVOURABLE xircumftano^*^ Bvtt 
tiiere are feme of fo preoife aoattii?( ibstt no 
contradictions can ever be recoocikd thestby; 
lb that you cannot help believing : tb^t them 
aie'fimiet As fw example, thp^epopce hav^. 
i^dod that thofe monks who are oblig^ by 
A particular voyr to abftain from mmt can* 

not 
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made Bt(hpp9. And yet Diana ikys, '^ tfatt 
*^ ItotwitMatidmg thefe decifions^ they sm 
^ ^ dil{^led with/* And pr&y^ (aid I, how dots: 
he rcccKACile that ? By the mceft cf all iieW 
netkoddj' (aid he, and by the very qfuintef^ 
fiAGe^dF' riiOB ABILITY. I wiU explain It 
to you. If yw reoiembei^ I ihewed yoa tJis 
other day that/ m the jodgmcnt of our doc^ 
1016, the affimiatwe and negative, i^^ 
aerality of c^iuoM, haaeach ibmc paoba** 
»iLiTT> and enough to be followed with* 
a fafe confidence, according to ttxc Ofi^ 
Bion of our dodors. Not that pr^ and roH 
Qin at die fame time and in the^ Imqc lai£i 
be both T1I0E^ for that is impoflible, but 
both'^may at the fame time be pkqbablb, 
aad, Gon^Dquently be fafe. 

ypoh this principle our fpod friend Di« 
AKA| in part ;$;. tr, 13. n 39^ fays thusi 
^ I anfwer to the three popes decifioa wiudi 
** 16, cbntrary u> my opinion^ that what they 
^' aflfert i$ from their adhering to the affinsM^ 
^* tiye, which I wnd coniefs in my own jildg^ 
*' ment is probable, but it does not fo]k>vt 
^' thence th^ the negative is ijs/l^jslqbA^ 
^^ BLi:." And in the iame book, r. 65^ 
on another point wbercsin he. diSbrs with 11 

Vol. I. I ' pope. 
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poipip, fieiiys, ^* thatthe Pope I^fii £ud'£>as 
>• bri^^. the Qwrclii I twdil]^ aHo«^^ ^btft 
^ dhmhetini7^Tatd£>iirithiaidie)6^ 
"^^ the i'Rts^B ABILITY of Jhs own< epifikm^^ 
Now yoa fee;, tbatf ^is dees Adt ia^iat tfe 
lentimefnis ttf the pcfpes i if^^k did idi^ vi»|dl 
Tlot fuffer I^i AW A to ht at Romte^^ nvfaefreili^ 
fetlonpir in^reat eAedai« For bedoternttt^ 
13M the dedfiom of the Fdpt iam tait Pim^ 
>ABi;fe» btit, aHb^lv^ibg dieb ^feiitki^afta ^^ 
ttaSioft ^cSiteht of !piRoBABiXTtir^ ^ irf- 
^ri«is fikei^ife that the contrary xrta7l)e )^tm- 

■ Th&t is very modfeft and nefpcfi^, ^Qs&M. 

I^Lnd, Continued he^ much more fdbtle^Jlrib 
^thfe -anftter father BAUNYirtade^ ^faen^ifls 

<bodks were ctnfared at Rome; -fitr^lllt'. 

HAJ^hiETLy perfeosting him fariou% ^^tiMLt 
"tittle^ provoked Uihl unwarily: to firy, -f^^^hat 

•* has the cenfure of Rome to. da^mtii 

** thaturf France r Thus ^yom ifec, dther 
^ijy'aMcrpritihgitlie tcrili, or reraarMii^ i^e 
.favourable circaraflances, or laftly-by^e 
"^iibuble PROBABILITY -of pr^ ani^ahy #c 
-can Jiccanfilp all thefe pretended cotitradidti- 
:x>m^: that put you but *naw jbrto fqdi a teanri* 
vWe^ighr^wiihottt. hurting the ^ecffiafasrbf 
^ the ScriptoTcs^ tb^ Counciis, or Popes* ' 

'How 
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Hpw^ Im^ppyis it for tfaje Wodd^ reycmt^ 

Fatbiier, >Jbid ly to h^ve ymir fociety fat it's 

Jg^i^ i Of wiut C3rt^|^v« fervice are t^e^ 

jTRDBiABiniT iss ;! I \x:Dald Denrer ' find :out 

j^ j^Qoi tOi SK>w> trhy^yoa too^ ib much 

.jpflfff^ to mcukate^ tW one iin^ doSbor, XP 

)H|£ B)S grave/ can make aa opinion pkoh 

jKA/BX&^Ki^t the contrary may be fq too» 

fndtbniQne may chooije fr^ or f e^ \^hidh 

]tie rj^as beft, though ^? does fiql l}cdieye J|t 

t0;be tr\L6, andyet w^ fo fafe :a> confciqioe 

rdiat^a fjpafc&t who fhquld refti^ey iijKm the 

credit of thefe cafuifis^to give hjmabfi)lGtioii» 

.would beia a^^te of damnation* So from 

faesupe .{I: gather, tlu^t one j(ing|e cs^ij^ can 

ipo^ new rules of moral condaa, and af- 

-Icxyrards di^nic wit|i all mprsti obligationSy 

a^cqcdsi^g trO his own fancy. There are fame 

fsr^j^qm, iaid the Father, to be put to what 

yoa fay :^ Biit I would hate you take parti* 

^[f^ liqtiGC of what I am going now.tbteU 

jSa^: ^)ecaufe it is the method by which jo\x 

.]Biill. fee .the progrefa of a new opinkn £:om 

ItVbi^thto k's maturity. . -. : . . 

. ;l^i;^af itU, the QILA.VS .dQ^nV't^jStt'^'* 
.;nfited.jjit^ ,fcn^ It into the wcuid; andibws 
it aaa.ftain, to take rai>t tfa«rein«. /Jb this 
jUte it i$ ^t tender, but ^ rcqiikes Ibme 

. I 2 time 
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Hmut «» npen by. . cl«^?cs. AnA %t fe me 

s^on 1^ Di AN ii-iyvd3o lia^ fbwed fcveraL 

j&j^/oflie where, ^^^ Ladvance^ this ppii;iioa 

^^ u)4wd. but becaiife it i$ new I l^e it to 

•V timc^ to ripens R^lwquoi jqn^lmati^ 

** randamr So in a few yeajra itiofenfibly 

^gathers ftroigth^ and after a coi>&ler^hle.fime 

'it is wthprifed bj the tacit a^^c^tioiv j^ 

^thp (Shuycb,. acd)rding to this.^?grcat max^ 

-of fetjier B A u N V ; W2?. *' That when, ai 

*! ^pwion is advanced by fbmc -cafiiUls, j^ana 

'^^ hot ^pofed by the Church^^-it is a fign 

. *^ th^ the Ghnrch approves xX, it/' And 4^ 

indc^riipoh this principle that^ he %rn|]^.^ 

anth^Flty on one of hisownfentioxcntain,]^ 

twJatift^v^^p. 312. ,'n 

What, faid I, Father, muft mother 

fGhurcb then approve of all the ill utage.^ 

r-ftiffers. .aod all the erroneous books (he 

not cenfure ? You muft difpote- that .wi( 

r father B A u N y ^ faid he, do not ^^arrel /Wi^ 

:ini^^«W>\it it, I only quote iis words :. But 

-ryo» fl?oul^ never dilptite againft hOt^ ' Agd 

fPi v$ir«^^s I w^stpping you, . when tinw has 

tliii««7rif>ened an opifdon^. t^^ it beco|i^s 

complc^y pf^a^'U L E andl 5 if R E. A4d 

•^ that was4be reafon that tlie learned C4- 

R A M u E L, in his letter wherein he d^- 

cated 
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■';.■' .- " '<■ i^; -^ •■ ■ "-v ' ■' 

q^, his, funoamental divinity to DiAnA, 

Ws, "tfiat"**' th'h ^atr IEJyak A Juts fWidefed 

'^^ feV^r&f bf* his opinions FRdBABiB^ "that 

^^ wtfc hbi f?r befbre,' quaidnteamn^ifmi. 

"^^m^ i\ik it is iiafm to fbilo# tli*m how, 

'^'JtKougliVIt wks-tbd^ 'yam non 

^^ peccant HcH' ante p^ccaverint.' • ^ 

^'' Really, '#athef, fa!d ' I, it' is furprifmgtp 

*cbitfider lid^tntich one may learn from yodr 

Sfcacheysi"^^ I'V^^*! of two men that clb tfiip 

'TSme thii^, fliall he that is ignorant olf yduj: 

^(Iftrinc be gnilty, and he that kn6wi it be 

^Siiocent ? \ Does your doftrine ' juftify at the 

" iatne time that it inftrufts ? The law of Cod, 

^afccordirig to St. Paul, included all men un«» 

tlfef :fin, but youris almoft reduces tHern to a 

ilatc of innocence. Let me beg ofydta, dear 

*^atlier, to give me all the information you 

^cinv-fpr I proteft I will not leave you, till 

^ jrtJb have told me the principal maxims which 

Soiir.c&fuifts have cftablifhed. 

"^^^Alas! replied the Father, our prindpil 

^dragn wias to proceed upon no other fnaixims 

'^than thofe , of the" Gofpel in their greateft 

^f&iSriefe. / And it Js plaiii enough by our 

^i)wn bchavidur,^ that if vve permit any r^mif- 

^fidfe in'^Sthers, if is rather through qoftdfe- 

^fbchfion than from any other view. ^ 
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' lift mbi+i, we arfe obliged to do It : Men 
are ho^^ k-days^ corrirptcd ib tKat decree, tHat 
fehcc It IS ftiipradfcaBle to 'bring THBii to us, 
wt fctiuft go td' THEM : <Jthct^i!b thejr 
tJ^bdtdlfeak us; grow worifc, dhd at lafteri- 
tirely aTJandon thcrafelves t6 all; mattfetr oF 
wickedncfs. In order therefore tb 1ccc|) ixicn 
t^thlri bbuftds, bur cafiiifts liave -cbnfiVteiwi 
to what vites, in every ftate and tdlndltkm', 
fhey arfe tnoflr inclined j and have laid ddWn 
ifuch eafy rules, (without offending trtf A) 
tiiat he muft be Very difficult indeed tb pl^Sft^ 
that cannot be fatisfied with therti* Tck Afe 
t:kpital iiefigrt that oiir fodety has tkkin ih 
Jimd^fot the good of religion; is to dti^dft 
nobody, that We may not throw the Wrld 
into'ddpain 

We have therefore maxims for s/11 forts bf 
jieople : for beneficiaries^, priefts, monks, gfeli- 
tlemin, fervants, rich, poor, tradefmen, xlebt- 
ors, bankrupts,* married people, rake$, liber* 
tmeS, for wbmen of ]piety, and-i— ^— for fuch 
\ ias have ilonc. In flibrt, nothing lias efcaped 
iEh'eir provident penetration; — ^ 

That is to fa^r, -faid l, for - the clergy, 
gentry aiid idoinmonalty. I- fiiotfld be Very 
glad to feear thefc maiims. - - • 



To 
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.we- ^m^, b^ with ^ .l^eijfific^ri??, . yott 

.kOQW feiy-:Wwll,.;SfE, |^ib^( trade > cif^-ie^ 

<».|io«:;jtr4*ys» reljt^ lojiviags. . 4n4 if 

W* iWfrfitf)ia|>pe^l 59. w^,St. tjHOff Aj5 ^n^ 

ithejftBfifRts ijiav© fei^ ^9^1} \ thejpcjyQul^ 

,^,-ft :^tij}i4e of iimopifts p t^cCJ^jirclj. 

ill jjyftr #i9«fore . h^% ncccflaiy for Quf.c%- 

/fvliit ,fo g^l^ tljpfc matters prvdcptly, 

which yo» wiU-^nd done by V^lent-j^, 

:f$i:i^ of tl^! four beafts4)f E&coySAR. Jit is 

SA ^ ieil4.of a loqg dUcouife, wherem ^ 

c^ff^lfifitsyo^W}^ feveralexpedjents, ojf whlcb, 

rin apfyop^onj this is the beft. p.! 2039. 

^fik,: 5.- ** If a p^foD gives; tempon^ j^jio^ 

fer /pi$itua} goods, [that is, money for ^ 

'* living] and gives the money as tjb^prio^ .91 

t,«*'jhp .Ij^i^ it: is xnanifcft fimonyf^^but jf 

,::'* he^gim k ^ the motive to inline tl](e 

wUl of ^ j^^on to .confer thp i^vi^ itjs 

not ^mpny } -»o, .though the B^tpgn c^n- 

,.-**• ^red At from ,4ip ptj^cr vie^ jthan the 

i.:/a 'Wl4»l>l? . c<M>fideraijipn j and f^if^tkm ' 

** of ihe p^ppcy/'. Tjfrf9*i?J^> #9 i84ike- 

,v wif« <»€»<9f Ppr:i:ofi?ty,..#ysjthjj %p^ t. 3. 

** St. Thomas .i?;3jaHS^4f« *^% (.fe^^f. P<?~ 
** remptorily, that to give a benefice which 

; * I 4 "is 









-** ttrnptrfal godd^' fe" A^%>ri^ifiMoite^ sdlf 

^ tKe doney be ^ot1fii(iftid ste* ihe >8iit /for 

«' virfifch the ben^fic^'was " coftfiM'dH.l'-> y% 

"tfir^-iheans we prevent: a Aiulli^deid^^kttnRte. 

'For-Nvlio wouM Be <b- wicked 'MifcftdHScaliv 

ifie« Hs money for a livings to gJrbj^fWB> Afe 

'>itr'cE thereof, when 'hfe cstti -4byft in^iiip 

'9«oTiv% to the p^tf^^fi ri!%l^ 1s4j(iJb 

"ihan fiffe can he fo abandoned.'-' y?.:c.a 3>L~j 

I agree with' yOo, PaAef, tfaiftil, iScmt 

%very body has suffiCie>*t dHAefr-'tb 

-tnalK faeh a bargaitt^ That is ««ry bimSk, 

'fakt he, and now I wflt tell yottqhow^nfe 

b&ve ^tened matters, with Ttgaiik^ttt:) Hbe- 

nefidai:^. As for the prie^, ■ w«4ui«»rft. 

veral masdins to favour them/ f^ tilraix^t, 

this of oar twenty four. tr. i; <Ki ik %. 

■^6j If a priefthas taken money to^^y^ 

^tt^t on he take frefli motK^:> fer^itl|B 

.|arj4cft^»? Yes, fays ¥i-Lt^iri\i9y^Abf 

'»; s^F^ng that part of the faeriflck vfaidi 

^'- Mortgs 'to himielf as priefl;, «}(^h^\tl)kt 

F>«^ ^yjitbe fre(h money, pliCM'id^d' Hhe i [Ibe 

'^ ^icfiV}' does not tiake the ptlorof ^a tsMe 

-^*' miff, but' for hatf otAy, dt ca»p^'4iiird>l#f 

:«« ^ iijaft^ Jixft a$ it i^ oot»" ' ? i? o^ t 

\:.J.ii:L . Q braver 
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dbb oontediQipd^ aiid lint ,coBtradi6tian^^^ fyfpf, 
ftKttd hy^of^madiins: which follow. Wklm 
dModiOf' j^6bittfdi fuffers hq: poor prlefts-.^tp 
take money foir ^lelr tm&$, (for it i^ jbitc 
^^ ^Ihtf :thqp {hat wait >at. the «4ttf ihpuid 
ditVQlb9^.^ a)t»r) fhe does not mean .^ ^igr 
^fltenB htfter ^ £icrifioe &ar mooejr, tpt^ 
4$£sr tjopem d«einj(elves of all dio4;gfaocs 
-srfieffotfrthey ought to he. the firft^pt^takcfc 
-.^kDjbadoctfdvag to St. Paul I coiy4%£w^ 
,t^ir» M -thit the prieilsareobl^l^,,^o«|S(K' 
,V the ikorifice ivft jfor thent&lves, ii^d:^!- 
£*Vien»aviEb. icHr. the pe<^lc." Thfjr l^ap^b 
^tomuffio^^disrefore tp ma|ce others jpin^ip^ 
ytlkbrs e£ the bcnefita of tlu^ hc^.,^q;ji^ff ^ 
dbiri.oc^>tx>-i!etuMii)CQ .thoilfi h^ffit^,^.^^eaft- 
iiitfts^ .oc'fett^henaiito; apo|her/(^p}i^fb8!^^ 
ddf] a ) jihii4 p9Xir, of. a,!^iiiA&.}. th^fij^c^^a 
3^cbater]fivfhpcps44 niW^4 hnit ^^^ Kt- 
i«16 iblBAyjt) itNis.^rdilth^i^hlt.^ia^j^Bid 
niake Ais opiniont; gt,lEi)iive; fjff ojs j%^g, i& : 
What lay you. Father ? There is no great 
' V : i o difficulty 
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fibly » J»/ Tka 4yfeuljy^^l^^ jet. finding 

snaai^Iy conttadia ^ tnidiw But tiitt j« 
onfy for fupcrior wits. 

Fathjer . Baunt is one of rthodfe ; iit ii bit 
exceliei)ce. it is very agreeable aod fkafy»% 
'id fee bow that teamed jcafoift dtv^imi^. the 
fro^i.mdcoji^s in tht &me queftioo that rciateis 
to the prieib i and take him whleh w»y yon 
iwiU) yet thsftfufatle genias will be. always 
tig^t. He fays in has tenth itneatifit, p. '474. 
<^* It is impoflible to make a law to <^lig^ t^ 
/^ 0»rfll|q> to iay iiia& every dciy, d»C9e£s J&i«ii 
•^* A 4ai^ would tthdoufatedly (i&4c«^ Jul^t).m^ 
^' !><}£( tbara to iay noais lOne time or othftr 
"** wiKAW^ftate of mortal fin. 

Nevothelefs in the &me book» p<. 44^* h^ 

fays, '*:that thepricfts who take mcofi^^fyy 

*' ms^ eycry day, oogjbt to %- k ewry iJb»y, 

.^^ atti tbftt they cannot exodfe theoifdte^J^ 

**; filing tlwy: are not alw^gre ia a; p^ofw d««e 

t ^* of preparation to fayat^ for they tmy^^my 

UPi^niafte ao «(& of cootritipn ;'aad if?they 

^ 4q PQ^ it is ih^ «e to blame, and «>t he 

" »tte!|t pftys tfecm." And tp «renoi» Ae 

gteate^ c^gymlties that mi^t hindei: them 

#rfim it> lb tiae iainc trejrtife ^ refi^ves 

die 



,." 
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At qufeftiori thus, ^ 3ii; P^\s7' *^ ^^ 
<:* ^ pHeft %'maTs oti the^lkn^ay ilbti he! 
** haitdmthilteaamortal OiH «F. th6 nlbtl 
'^'helnbtU natute, if lie^s^efleth 6d^6 k6 
** fays a ? No, fays VltLAfcoiBoi. - \^y t 
*< Becauft of hk tttieldmAels; But SaMci us 
«f &y$ yd», and t&^rfh^ 16 no fiii ih^ it^ 
>^ ^dfd 'ot>mk>n I tnaiiitaih «$ be fttre, iuid 
"^ oUght to be jJiit in praaSce. Ei iutd ft 
**^feqtitndaihpraiii" 

How \ {M i. Father, what, ptit thrt 

Opihion In t>riiaiic6? iShall k pi-ieft, who ii &tt^ 

o^ iii^d'fach enbrmitite, "dart to approach dift 

hbiy altar ih6 very Aay of hfe tran^^dflion, 

UpbA ^'b ftrengib of whsft ^rther Ba^nt 

'Ikys? Oa^t he hot to revbre thb aridettt dif'^ 

dpfine df the CSiurch which banifhes thepriei^ 

iil6tfed widi' fudi ftsAis, ia very Idhg tmie, ft" 

\lidt^«ver, from the altalr, rither than tdy 

, ti^n the- novel o(>ihiom of yoiTr dodott, who 

vidftiit hiift aga&i the very <fefy of his offence) 

You havfi[ no memory itt-iXt, implied the ^a- 

Vtherj dkl ftdt -i tefl'you *e bthfer^daythat 

ibtlier C^ L 1 6 TP, ahd fether ^Rt'o *«ii aI* 

•afRjTcd'ufi " -Aat m the JW-etepti df ^ni»ra% 

♦• Wcottj^tiottbfoirdWthe ia!ftd8tttt8ith*rs, 

« bti*^- Ae ^w aftifts P» YeS, i^ I.: 1 

i-enifebibdr it Vd^ Wcfi; • Bat fcetif fe-^ttte- 

thing 
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dung more/ for the laws pf the Churchy ais 
obneei^lcct; T^t is tcdfe; Tai^^^ th^ 

^u dp* iiot. khoW wi^ ^t r&xA qI mi 
Fatheni, itfa. ^ t'ljit di6 laWs 6(^c~€Sfuf(j1i 
♦* lofc'^i^iiif Force, whjjft tiiejr ffl«*W*!o|i^cr 

As ]^iLtirTn»s%^ W. «: iiii^^Sii.}^ 

W9 fdb the jfrcfeflt ttdgencies dl" lhe^C3iur^ 
better dian the 'aftdentS. If ^e W^fe fo'^fcr 
vcre as tb drive idtof pffcfts ftom ^c*a^, you 
^fily izompfehend Vre Should not Havef mtfles 
ig plenty as they arc, No-iy, -^ thW'^lenty of 
inii^lSbs, procures fo much l^neifittb man. 
and fo much glory to Goo, that I ' will be 
bold td^y with father Celiot in his bbok 
of tiie tiierarchy, p. 611. printed af Rooen^ 
*^ ihat ttiere would not be too many pifefts, 
*• if notbnly all the men and women to the 
W6rfd (if that was poffible) but aninanil 
|adfil;|Sl)bdies, and brate beaftstoo, '(^/'«^(^ 
knikaUd) were metamoi'phofed into priens 
,",, to,cdebratc the m^s." ' ' ' • " \ 
V'rw^ folded at the bddity orthis 
fapfcy^ lh(it Ic^iild not % ft word \ fer tKJ 
Fate wtor &e followSft^ mffltti^ 

To Ijijf ibp^e of the j>rieih wotdd be iedibt^; 
4ei us ' jibw come vtd die moi^. As thi^ 

Cttlties lye in thelf obedience to 

then- 



tr 
Vc 








*f nKp of. his fijde '^ay ^obejr ^ , iup^^Ot^f 

pj^oBii^itB ofunion oii'hls fide. tcKy_ For 
|n . piit , ,«ifc the nK>Qk may tate? w^ich 
*^ W ti& bejft:' ^KiP iK^»* grafior/uerif^ 
1 as S A.M c H B e fays. And^ although 
^ AecOtntnands of the fup.erior,1be Jail:, 
•*. for, aU thatj you arc not obligcd\t6^,ofeey 
l^ H^ I becaufe his commands ar^ Qpt» la 
^A cv«y reiipc^and iji all fenfcs, Jiift ; ,^^ 









%\ 



* f , dieyf him^oijly in a . P R o b a bxc w^ay. >q» 
-Cw IfOBABtY clifengjgc yourfeltby tb^ 
Tf , /ame^Diici,' iProbabUiter[ okligatus j^^ ;^r^- 
"^^ hdbiiiier deobtigatMS^** / 




jpf iuchr^J^k? .if I»V9,jbee^. ttw^^^ 
tbeif monallenes^ for tnbxr irreguuinues. ft 
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46 m the laiXMrtis Moliva, $xd quoted l^ 
J$^€»BAii^ tr. 6. ^. 7« n. Ill* in thc2i^ 
Jbams t ^^ Molina *9ix<^ va^ diat ^ ihoqIl 

-^^ 40 comft his &ult$in (ir4arti> return «|g^> 
/^ iK^> is Jie bootid nbf his vqt^: *o£ ol^e^nce 
ff uif longer^ 

. So, Father^ fai4 I, »^ciu h$V!!t tx}%^ jnaSf- 
ittrs vesy leafy 1 fi&4 for ;the c^ev^. yoiir. 
cafulfts xhave .treated JitijVn: veiy genddy^ '(^y^ 
^faave done for the Cbufcli^ fisjd:iey ijtro^ for 
<themfelves* iBut J am ^iti^ ilhpie of othtr 
'Coodkions will not oowit,tfi{b vreU« ^very 
^4»ne ^iSiottld look tto )bui)fi;lf. I hog your 
pard^ti, ^ir, sefAied the .<F»fber, t^iqr ;9>«fci 
' fiot h^ve^ taken mpce 4^r^ .Qf «h^m|bl^itfaAn 
we have done. iWe hftve .tve^ttsd *a^, |iP|p ifte 
• h%heft to the .bAmft, 8;^itJ^ . ^i;^! :^¥>aii^ 
^ and indulgence. But.yoiiri(l(?f|Vti9«pMige me 
to ^fhew you what mantns we i|iapre fM die 
tofe of fervants* 

Wilh »fpwa;(io.tIj«m.iw haj^e taofi^faibd 
whM a dealof trQv^»they^p#^ve^^ /^^ 
^ they are mih of cQnicionce; in fl^eiiorj^iq^f 

^rakeis^. For if .they do no(;«d0ia}l the«iQQe$&^ 

^ liiey ate fent ujpop, 4he^ Jok^ lbcir>i§>rtuf»c, 

andTif they do they Jinroijind; t!ki^ ri»^fi^np^. 

tit was to comfc»t fuch) th>t puTvF^ihers^ 

tr. 7^ 
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tr» 7« bx/ 4^A« 223. haito masked t>at what 
dfiibes nkay be done wi^ a fa& t^a&ieodc. 
jt?i;^ 5f : ^ ^imcf ksttea and pr^fent^ jcrpea 
f^ dows^and "prmdbvrs^ help tiaitir oaraftets 
•^npto:^ wd^^ iiold tix© laddw ^ilft 
^^ lK:g(^ up^i aE tfadk.«iie pormittod as 
^* diixigs indiifititnt : It is trae indmd; dbat 
^. Qs:ti^hd£&i|[(fibcladfl^^ they^ iflaoijddatBVQr 
^f do it^biit wirniithc^ are very muchthriMb^ 
/^. :;ised for^iuM: doiog dT ky for it ia an iajtuy 
^^' dane^jto iht mafier of the hoa& to hcealt 
'^ In at the iwkdaw." 

\ You fee. Sir, haw tc^ judicious ;all das 
.is. ; I ccpei£l»d viio ife^B, SEaid I, .frotrt la. book 
:cbat:>coQtainf an extredt from four jand iweiv- 
(ty Jeittifls. (But, )C0iitimied the Father, our 
^t^^^B A u N IT has iBu^t ^rvants /how/thr^ 
^may pef£&ft i all nthefe ^duties very innfuenitly, 
and that is, not to have any intentional view 
-to the cym mnfito n 'h£ tfaofc ccitnes :tbeyihave 
the mdnagemeiit' of, Jsat to have only^iiii iviovv 
i. diet money or'advant^ they raa^^ .get iby it. 
: He has ^^ia^^Aaixdf this vtiy. fiiUy « in. his ;Su£ri« 
Vmaryof fins, p.'^i o.fthe^laft fidkiq^i, ^^ >Xiret 
. ^* conf effiffs ! takfr particular natke, ^ihat they 

5< miift notafaiilcAvse thofei&rvaiitfrVK^ 

^* • indecent 'Bieflages^ ^ifthey jso^feot to the 

^ fins of 'lihdr mailers ilmtift they do it only 

** for 
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*• ibr their oWn temporal advantage Ac tdh* 
«• fcflbr muft abfdlvd them- And Aat ll' 
•• very cafy to be done t for ^vAif fiiduU . i* 
** man obftinately confent to fids/ of wUdl' 
•• he enjoys nothing bnt the troubfcr^ ^\ 
. And the fame fadier Bauxy has zdh^ 
riied this great maxin^ in favoiifibf femfitfr 
diat are not contented widi &ek wages : yoft^ 
yiffiB, find it in his Summary^ p.2r39^anfJ^ 
2 1 4. in the fixth editicxi. **^ Cm Icrvacrfw,' 
^ who complain of their wages^^ filch lfiueii!ii 
^* their mafters what they think will beflti^* 
ficient to make up their Wages equal td[ 
their fervice ? Sometimes they may : tis^ 
when they are (6 poor in looking out ftr 
*< a place that they are obliged to takfe tipr 
«* with whatever is oflered them^ whtlft o-' 
^f thers of the fame rank get more in other 
" fcrvices/' 

That is exa&ly the cafe, faid I^ of Jontt 
d*Alba. What John d'Alba ? I do nor 
know \yhat you mean, fays die Fa^tf^ 
What^ faid I, have you foi-got what hap-^ 
pencd in this town in the year 1647 ? Pnf 
where was you then ? I was then teachin^^ 
faid he, cafes of confcience in a college of 
ours^ at fbme diflance from Paris« I per- 
ceive, then^ Father, that you do not know 

the 
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<)|dbf r.^jp icom a vaaxiQi honour^ wl>oip I, 
l^ffep^ tp t^et with in- cxiiii^pany » , He told, 
\^^ tiijU ti^is fam?^ John o ' Al b a i fervant td . 
your Fathers .oJf Clerjsnpnt-CQllcge^ Iii Sc 
James's ^c^i.,jiot;bcing contented with his 
^gagl^jflole f fmall matter to make himfelf 
<g§?> byit^^^dci^tdy was put into prifon,, 
^l^acm&dj^f robbing your houfe. He wa$! 
exjffl3y»g^ |t. tl^ftChatelet^ tl^e fixth of Aprilj^ 
i^(43r>ff^'^ am not miftaken,. for the geh^, 
t^maxij qqtgred ipto every particular circum^ 
^iiQey..otberwife I could not have believed 
]^ . The poor felbw, upon his examination^^ 
q^e^ed that he had flolen fome of the Je^^ 
i^'s.ppwter: plates, but iniifted upon it, it 
Yf^^ rpbbery^ alledging in his defehcCi this 
ijpcarii^e: o£ father Bauny, which he pre-^ 
fented to his judges^ together with a piece, of" 
^fi^g"^ <yie of your focietyi under whom 
hejhad ihvlied cafes of confcience^ and who 
ts^Ht him, the fame thing* Upon ^yhich 
Monlieur.D];: Monrquge^ one of (he/m^ft 
cdofiderable c6uni(ellofs jh court, gave; this a§ 
His . advice^. .^ ** I . am not , of opinion that 
^[. thefe Fathers writings, which contain fucli 
*t ^unlawful and pernicious dodtrine^ tontrary 
to all the jaws of nature, God, and Aian, 
Vol. I: • K " '^" '* capable 
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capable of raknng 'whole 4mUkc^ tpd 
authprifii^ domtftic .mefc, are cf (vM* 
cknt authority to abfolve this criminal. 
Bat it is my opinion that this too ttuAf 
^iple ought to be whipped before the 
0)llcge**gate by the caroowm. hanginag, 
who at the fame time {hould burn the 
writings of diefe Fathers^ relating to thefts 
forbidding them to teach fuch dodtriqe 

any more on pain of death/' 

All Paris was attentive to what wouM fol- 
low from a declaration fo much proved of. 
. When lo ! an incident happened which pi$t 
off. the execution. In the mean while t]^ 
prifoner difappeared, no body knew hcmr i 
the nutter was hufhed, and John d'Alba 
went off without returning the pewter plat(|s. 
Thia is the ftory. Father, and the gentleman 
added, farther, that this fentence was regifter* 
ed in the Chatelet, where any. one may fee 
it. I^t me tell you. Father, this account 
delighted the company 1 was in very much. 
What a tale of a tub is this ! fays the Fathor? 
Whydoyo^ trifle fo fbolifhly with me? WhiCft 
I am talking of the maxims of our greatdl 
cafuifts, and was juft going to tell you fuch 
of them .as relate to. gcntloriic^i, you muft 
needs interrupt n^ with an old woman's ftp- 
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iry. Ko d^ncc^ iaid I, I hope, Fatbet*, what 
I faid was oniy t^ the bye, and at the iamtf 
time to remark that in fettling year doftrine o:!^ 
PROBAsiLitvyouhaVfe forgot one Vcryma- 
terial point. Pray what may that be^ quoth the 
Father? WiD yoa pretend to refine upori fuch 
able heads F It k this^ faid I ] t grant th^ 
thoie who fdttow y6ur pHobablb (pinions 
have codling to fear from God or confdencei 
for^ according 1o you^ all is fafe On that fide^ 
by following a gk Ay£ do€lof* Neither have 
they any thing to fear from their confedbrs i 
for you have obliged the prieft, under pain 
of damnation, to give them abfolution on a 
I'ROBAfiLS opinion^ But have they nothing 
to fear from their judges ? Wfll your pro* 
SABitilriEs fecure them frotn thelafh^ of 
the gallows ? The waftt of fuch an exemption 
is (m my opinion^ Egging your Caluifb 
pardon) a very capital defedt* That is very 
true, faid the Father^ and I atn obliged to 
yx}% Sir^ for your remark. But the reafbn' 
Is, we have not (o much power over tb« 
iliagiftrates^ as We have oter the confefibrsi 
who are obliged) in all cafes of confcience, td 
come to us, their fovcreign judges i YoU 
take m6 right ? Yes, Father, faid I, but thcrl 
as on one hand you are the judges of the^ 

K 2 confeflbrs^ 
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confeflbrSy are you not on the other the con^ 
fcflbrs of the judges ? Do you confider your 
extend ve power? Why do not yoa oblige 
them, under penalty of being excluded front 
the facraments^ to acquit every criminal that 
has got a probable opinion ?' Why (hould 
it any longer be objeffted (to the fcandal and 
contempt of your probability) that thofe 
whom you make innocent in theory, may 
be fcourged and hanged in practice? 
Without that how can you expeft . to liavc 
difcipks ? ''.''■: :^\ 

What you lay there,, replied the Fat^ci^^ 
deferves fome coniideration. It is not to, k9r 
deipiicd* I will mention it to^ our Falih^if? 
Provincial, However you might haive kf^i 
your remarks till another time, and vothdssfgz 
interrupted me juft as I was going to tell ypn^ 
what maxims we had eftabli/hed in favour ^-^ 
gentlemen, but I fliall not tell them you nom^ ; 
except you will pron^ife to tell me no more 
of yp^r ilories. This is, all I fiball fend yo^^ 
tQ day, for it would take up. more than on^^ 
letter tQ fend ypu all I leardedin tbisiing^: 
cpnverlaition. j v ... 

I ami Sir, &fer 
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Paris, AprU aj, itf j^. 
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AFTER I had appeafed the good Fa- 
ther for interrupting him, by the hi-^ 
(tery df John d'Alba, he rcfumcd the 
tfa^ad of his difcourfe, upon niy affuring 
litim that I would trouble him no mote with 
afcy fuch ftories; This preliminary being 
fMtled, he entered upon the maxims of his 
caffuifts relating to gentlemen, ahnoil in the 
fottonring tertns. .*^ 

Ydu know, Sir, fatid he, that the ruling 
ptfffibn of this rank of men is a certain point 
^of* HOkotB, whidi hurries them every mo* 
rsent ta commit fuch violences as appear di- 
redtly oppofite 'to chriftian piety ; infomiich 
thM- we fliould banifti by much the greater 
part of them from our confeffionals, if our 
Fathers had not foftened a little the feverity 

i K 3 of 
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of religion, ^p4 fuited tibtpifelves tp humati 
weakncfe, 

* But as they were defiroot tondhtw^td iho 
Gofpel, by their duty towards GO0, andto^ 
the world, by their (ihanty to their Qeighbopr; 
they wfere oMiged'td make ufc bf their utmoft 
penetration to find out expedients adajtfed 
to adjuft matters in fb nice a manner, that 9 
pign may defend or retrieve his honour by th« 
cdmmcm^ nfietliods of the world wiili*a fala 
confcience, and preferve at the fame lima 
(which ieems i contradi&iG^) hi$ rcligkm :aiK{ 
hii honoiiirt , 

: BtLt though this fcheme was a ^ vety ufeiiil 
pne, yet it^ -execution was alttnded wilft| 
great difficahies i for I believe yon AepmtSf 
well both the grand defign and difficulty of 
fiich an attempt. I wonder, faid |, (bat 
with a &eming indifFerence) how it can bS 
done, You wonder, faid He I fo I believe^ 
|t ha^ been matter of wonder . to nsany^tnonp 
than you, i can tell you. Do you oonfider)^ 
faid h^, that on one hand theQoi|iel opmi* 
liianfds ** not to refider evil far «^ii, bat lo 
f^ teave vengeance to Goi:^," andj that kui 
the other, the laws of the world fod^idyoat* 
put up affronts, without doing youdelf jftfticxi, 

y^^ " ©ftcfn b/ xhp death of your encmyi 

Pici 
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ytMrMiFm fire «f!t^ thing in yoqr Yi& that 
appeared more irreconcilable ? And yet whea 
ht»]l yoa that our :Fathe(& have reconciled 
theife things y<^ only ceH nae you wonder 
att'iti •'•''■• • ' ' 

;. FaAheTi faid I, 1 luuft own I did not fnf^ 
fdbsiitly explain myfelfi I beg your pardon } 
i fi»]femDl)r^edare I fhould Kdid it to be im« 
Bd€»&i»r; if I did «ot know, (from what I 
hive (4^(1 of your Fathers) that they, can 
sialoe fessii'j.B what (to the whole univerfe 
hcfides) is utterly impossible. For which 
reafon I believe that tlicy muft have found 
<yutfon)e expedient- which I muft admire im- 
ffltdtly, except your goodnefs will be pleafed 
to reveal it. 

^> Oh, hp, faid the Jefuit, fincc you have 
duitigod yoilr tone^ I can refufe you nothing. 
Yoa muft know th^t this wonderful principle 
is'iattr Excellent method op directing 
T H B I N T E N T I o^. The importance of 
^which is fo neccflary in our morality, that» I 
may venture to ftile it equal to the do<!%rine 
a£ ^MioiABihiTY. You have feen fome 
Ittint ftrobes of it, by the way, in fome of 
the. maxkftt that I difcufled before : for, when 
Hold yon. 10 what manner iervants might 
OHrry oertaitv llippery mefiages with a iafe* 

K 4 confciencc,^ 
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cotiSActtte, ^d' wtym Ukt iidCi6e .llwtU: 
was to be done by ^kihg theit* intttHiMi -of* 
jfrom the fin itfclf, dndptadngif tbtheprd^ 
fit arifing from thence ? That is ^hat ^ 

call DIRECTING THE ll^tftNT€©ll* Yo|l 

^w likewife f hat to give fnoney fdr i Umog; 
vrithout fome fucb tatti, would be (SimSk 
fimony; But that you ifiay know the ex?^ 
tphfive power of this grand expedient^ in oth^ 
cafes, I fliall now difplay it's prmcipalliiilm 
in cafes of murther, which it jtiflifie^ iin a 
thoufand inftances. 

I fee already, faid J, that by thfe method 
one may do any thing without one fingle^exin 
ceptioft to be made, Not fo faft^ replied 
the Jefuit, you are always upon the e](tnMie|. 
which is a great fault, let me teH yOa, ^oul 
you ought to corrc6k it. For, to (hew you 
that we do not permit every thing, you muft 
know, for example, that we never fuifer 
any rnan to entertain a formal intention to£^, 

-fpr fitining^s fake. And whoever is ib obfti-r 
t)ate as to have no othef view in his wicked-r 

^wfs birt wickcdnefs itfclf, we break wirfj 
him immediately; no, that would be flic 
tteviland all ; that would he a rule v^thout 

*€;Kception to any age, fcx, or quality v^^faat- 
evef, ]gi5twh?n ft fifipcr is pot in this am-. 



^putiB.^^ce^ar method, of mjLiB^cTwq 

^Rf:.4NiJeNfTiaK, whidi coniSfta in prpf 

:fy^9^(t9 9i inati^ &lf feine lawful <>t;^e^ iu> 

ifaetr.his39^iop9. Not but ^t weendeavoor 

^'inuob M we. caa to (Ufluade him from 

•ivphat is (fortsiidileny bob when we cannot fft^ 

.^ent the a^ion, we r^ftify the intendon ^ 

imft^ and ib oorred the .vidoufnefs of tb^ 

ciDMfiS bjT the pwity of the end. 

f: Thi3 is ,the way by which our Fathers |)er- 

mitall the outrages our gentlemen conunit ia 

..defence o£ tl^eir honour. For there is nothing 

olfctodo, fay they, but to take off their 

iifitention of revenge, which is crioiinal^ and 

.{^e it on the deiire of defending their ho- 

-wrnij which is lawful in the opinion of our 

/Fathara» And in this manner they fulfil their 

duty towarde God and towards man. For 

lltey fetisfy the world by permitting their 

, ctiiQT lov $» and fatisfy the Gofpel by pu-> 

rifyii^ thek intentions. For this you 

ftie obliged to our modern Fathers, Sir, ^ for 

/the mmPts knew nothing of the myttefr 

^ Do you underAand m? now ? Pierfeftly v«elj, 

;iaid:L You allow men the putwareiaftd 

imteridi action, and give to X3op .the. jn- 

.ward and ijpirimal intetNTioj^ j and by 

^ ^ '■ this 



this cqtiitaUe dhrifion, you cduncfi tbe- 1^^ 
pikes cf man with the kwt jc£ Gem. .But 
to tell jou the truths Fadnr^ I diflnift jwiir 
pfooufe a little, .and doobc wbethtr jToiir 
^ihors aflcit ipiite fo tnoch n.you da *:: . 
How ODJiift, iaid the Father,, are fovr 
fiifpicions ! I have Bot advanced any tfaibg 
hut what I can prove, by fo many poffiiger,* 
4iat their number, authority^ and re^fond 
will flrike you with admiratian, Fbr, to fhowt 
the union between the maxims, of the Gof^ 
pel and thofe of our Fathers, by mean^ of 
ihis diredion of the intention, pray mind 
what onr father REGiNALDusiays, iD:praxi; 
i ai; n. 62. p/ 260. " Private peribnsi and 
** forbid to tevenge thcmfclvcs;" Bm- St; 
Paul lays, Rom. xiL 1 7. ^' Racompence td 
^* no man evil for evil." And Ecci. xicvUL !• 
^' He that reveugeth (hall find vongeanoo 
<^ from the Lord, and he will furd^r keep 
^ hts £iis in remembrance*'' Bcfides what 
i» faid in the Gofpd, . of forgiving q£kmat&, 
as in the £xth and eighteenth chapters of Stv 
Matthew. Upon my wocd, Fatlieri fitid 
I,, if after. this. he fays any thing that is coh*^ 
trary to Scripture, it is not for want of know- 
lod^ at baftc; Biit pniy what does . he oon^ 
dudeTrom thence ? TluS|.q[upth i^ePathev 1 

'' From 
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^ Fnm all ihdk dfiings it appears^ t^t 4 
f^ doLJ^iBH may kiibndy purfue the man 
^^ that has wdufukd him« Not indeed widi 
^^ an iolctittofi to render aril far evil) hoc to 
** pre&rve his honomn Non ut foalumpn 
^^ nkih reddi^^ Jtd ut cmfirvit bwnim 

Do f)Qt 7q|i fi^'whatcare is taken to fpt«- 
bid enttftainii^ an intentipn to render evU 
$Qii evil ? And that becaqiie the Gofpel has 
&>rbiddrn it ? It's what our Fathers could 
fimrer admit of. See L®ssiu$^ de juft. K 2> 
c« 9* d. 12. n« 79. *^ A man that has re<> 
** ccived a blow muft not hare the inteatioft 
^^ to revenge himfelf, but he may have the 
*' intention to avoid infamy^ and for that 
** reaion may return the affront on the fpot, 
!< and that too with the fword. Etlam cnm 
** ghdlo,^* We are fo far from permittii\g 
men to entertain a defign to be avenged of 
theit enemies^ that our Fathers will not fo 
fnach as let them wifli for their death, fnoni 
ft priociple of hatred. Escobar, tr« 5. ex« 
5j. n. 145. " If youj: enemy is inclined to 
.*f hurt you, you mud not wi(h his death frorfi 
- ' a principle of hatred, . but you may frctan a 
^* principle oi iafisty to yourfc^f/' For your 
.) NT EiM TICK thus direded, beoames fi> Is^fto^ 

iiri, that Mr ^eat Hukta^o X>t Mem^ 

doza' 
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S)ozA 6ys, " that yott may pmy •to Go». 
^' to puniih yottf perfecutcm wkh fttddeAr 

deaths if there is no other way toefeape/ 

thcro/' L* de Spe^ vol. 2. diC 15. 3^ 
fedt. 4. §. 48. 

Reverend Father, faid I, our good ftu>*. 
ther the Church, amMgft her otheif prayec?^ 
has forgot to give us one for this ian;ie xHt-^ 
TEjJTioN. Why, let me tell you^ faid he^: 
o\ir good mother has not taught her childfieik * 
every thing that they can a(k of Goo ; aof 
indeed could (he, becaufe this opinion is* of 
later date than the Breviary. What a ine 
chronologifl: you are indeed ! But, waving 
that, naind this paifage of father Gasim^r 
HuRTADo, de fub. pecc. difF. 9. quoted by 
Diana, p. 5. tr. 14. r. 99.. This Hur- 
Tj^DO is one of Escobar's four and twenty' 
elders. .*VA clergyman who has a livings i|iay 
^^ without fin wifhthe death of him that has* 
^V a pcnfion out of it ; and fo may a fon the 
** death of his father, and rejoice when it 
*V comes, provided that wkh proceeds from: 
** a motive of ^ain only, and Dot from per-- 
^* fonal hatred/* ' . 

Q Father, cried I, what fair fruit docs 
this DIRECTION of the INTENTION pro- 
diJce ! I fee it> power extends very fer, .but 

yet 
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j%t there are cerfeiii kiitots very hard to iih^ 
Ab^ and j*t are vfery neceffary for this fort 
0f genriemen. What may they be, dear Sir, 
faid the Father ? Shew me, faid I, (with all 

this DIRECTION of INTENTION) that it IS' 

lawful^toiighta duel. Our grand Hurt a- 
Dd^ DE Mendoza, faid the Father, (hall 
fatiafy you inftantly; it is in a paflage cited by* 
Diana, p. 5. tr. 14. r. 99. ** A gentle- 

* man' that is challenged to fight a duel, 

* and is known to be a perfon not over de*" 

* vout, whofe daily fins, which he com- 

* mils without fcruple, manifeftly fhew that 

* he does not refufe the d u el on account of 
^ religion, but merely out of fear, and for' 
^ that reafon is called a chicken aiitl not a 
^ man : GaHina et non vir. Such an one 

* may, to prefcrve his honour, gd to tlic 

* jMace appointed, not indeed with a full in- 
^^ tcntion to fight, but to defend himfelf if 

*^ his antagonift comes unjuftly to attack 
"him; And the aftion* in itfelf Will be 
'/rquite indifferent. For where is^ the har tn 

* pmy in going into a field, and walking 

* about there, waiting for a man, arid dfr- 

* fending himfclf if any one cotoes to at-^ 
' tack him' ?'* Thus he commits iiO fori df 

fin, for thh is by no means' acapting 6f i 

DUEj:, 



141 LETTER VIL 

Dt)£L, ks fais intention h direded to other ctf^ 

^ * * * 

cumftances ; for the accepting of a uu^l 
confifts in the determined intention to fight, 
which this perfon never defigned to do. Fa-^ 
thcr, quoth I, you have not kept your^wd j 
fdrtliisis not properly t6 permit liuEr- 
a:.iN6 ; fo far from it that this paflage deems 
it to be fo ftridtly forbidden, that you taatt 
not fo much as call it one. * 

Ha, lu, ha, faid the Father, you be^n to 
examine nicely into things, I perceive ; I aitl 
very glad of it : Though methinks there id 
enough faid in this paflage to allow them, that 
have a mind, to fight a duel, all they can 
require. But fince you demand a categoric 
cat anfwer; our father Lai man ihail give 
you one, who exprefly permits duel- 
ling, if he that accepts it, does it only 
with an intention to prderve his honour, or 
his fortune. 1. 3. p. 3. c. 3.n. 2 & 3. ** If 
^* a foldier, or courtier, finds he Aalllofc 
** his honour or fortune if he does not ac- 
** cept a challenge, I cannot fee how either 
** of them can be condemned for accepting 
•* pf it, in his own defence." P e t k u s 
Hurt A Do, quoted by our celcbftited Es- 
cobar, fays the fame thing. Tn 1; car. 7. 
p. 96. And at n. 98 he gives you thefc 

worda 
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j*6iii3!Qf Hurt ADO : '' A tt^an .may fight 
7^. a J>ufeL even to dcfepd his goods, if thej 
;*, caaoot b6 prcferved any other way ; be* 
V.caufe evcjy cue has a ri^t to defend hi$ 
V . goods, even by killing his enemy." 

Tbii gave me double aftonilhnEient, fipft 
10 fee the piety of the King *, in employing 
isdl JttS powec to fOrbi4' and bajniih Du eii^inq 
dut of the State ; and the piety of the Jefui09^» 
UK co^ibyiDig'all their, fubtlety to permit, nay 
wthorife it in the Church^ . . 
: Bnt the good Father was mnning on fo 
f^ that there was no flopping him : He 
jmtit 00 therefore thus,' Sanchez (pray mind 
a little what great men I qaote) goes ftiU fur^ 
.thor J foe he pernftits a min not only to ac- 
.ccpt> but.etea to fend a challenge^ |>rovid^ 
Jb^ will but. dir^ift his intention aright. . 

And m thii our Escobar n« 97. followa 
him. Does he. Father, faid | ? T|ien I 
.have done; wHh' htm: butt will never be- 
lieve it till I fee it. Why then read it your- 
feljj^ faid he, it is. in Sanchez's mora) the- 
ology, 1. 2. a 39. n. 7, ." It is very reafoa- 
" able to fay, that a man may. fight, a 
?* DUEL to fave his life^ his honour^ or ;I^is 
** goods, (fqppofiog tlic lail to l^ofany,cofl- 

• Ltwa Xrv. 

" fiderable 
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'^ iiderable value) when it Is evidrat that lilt 
adverfary has an evil defign td rob him of 
one or all ui^uftly^ by vexatious fails, or 
** otherwife, and there could be no othet 
way to defend them/ And Na.tarr£ 
is. very much in the right when be ikys, 
^' that in that cafe a man may both accept 
^ and fend a challenge. Ucet ataptare ei 
'* ^^r^ duettum. A man may likewife Aab 
*' and kill his enemy ilily. And when he 
*^ can do fo, and get quit of him, it is better 
•• than to fight a duel, for then he neither 
•* expofes his own life to danger, nor par- 
'* takes of his enemy's crime, which he muif 
** do in a duel." 

This laft, laid I, Father, is what ons 
may call a pious lying in wait ; but pious at 
it is, it is fliil lying in wait \ becaufe you let 
one man kill another treacherouslv. 
X>id I fay, quoth the Father, that one matt 
tnay kill another treacherously ? Go» 
forbid! I faid he might do it slily, and 
you infer from thence that l^e might do it 
treacherously. * 

But when Escobar has taught you that 
there is a wide diiference between one and f b« 
other you will change your note." " To^kift 
•^ TREACHERousLY^according tohim, tr. 6. 

S • ** ex. 
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^ ei^ 4»^; 2^. is ^«|mi -ode ibati iniK^em 
f aM|dher*vho Iu4 no Vea£m49 4&ffie6l faiiri^ 
-*^ AM jdiefefore he that «uirder» Im tntmf 
^^ taanot be^aj^ toixiuirder hltn TftSACH^R^ 
^ oi^i.Y» though he iios ia wait for him^ 
''^ ^ ftabs him ia 4he bacL Licet p^t iri^ 
-^^ ^a$y auf i i4rg^ petMiUe.*' And itk 
^c^ameiipok^ 11% <6. ^^ ht ^bat^oumleM 
-^^ iii$;<Hiemy altar a recend4iatk>6^ afld ^ro^ 
^^ ^fe fnttde not to attempt his life^«by morp 
*? aUlnot be'ibidto tnnrder hm the ackeru 
^^ ousL-T, uftkfs there had been a more ihan 
''^ ordinarj iriendfiiip between them. jiriii(»^ 

You fee hy thls^ Sir/ that you do not fo 
^imich^ as know the iiieamng of the^tepm^^ 
^t&d yet pretend to talk like a ^o&ov* I inuft 
^fWTk^ Jakl I, ^hts Is Jbmething oew to me \ 
"and ifrom this definUioQ I will venture to fay 
^t there is no fuch thing as kiUing any mai^ 
it«EACHERoijsi.Y i for no . man ever 
"^lought of killing any one but an enemy^ 
Bert fee *hat, as it will, according to S A «- 
'CHEZ ^then, I may venture to kill, ^(I do not 
f^ any longer trsachsaously) s^yi^lie 
^zyt&x hj lymg in wait for him, and Ebbing 
•him in the back 1 Yes, faid the Father, but 
4iy ^r«£tiRg your intentioa t\^ r yov always 

Vol. I. I. focgcc 
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forget the main thing. Molina preaches 
,thc fame do&dne. To. 4. tr. 3. difp. 12, 
-and fo does our learned Re GIN ALDUS, 1. ax. 
Jcap. 5. n. ^y. " A man rtiay kill the falfc 
witneiles which his enemy has fuborned 
againfl him." And to crown all, accord- 
ing to our great and celebrated Fathers T an- 
NERUsandEMANUELSA, he may murder the 
ialfe witnefs, and the judge too, if they hap- 
pen to be in concert with each other. His 
words are thefe : tr. 3. difp. 4. q. 8. n. 83. 
Sot us and Lessius tell you that it is not 
lawful to kill thq falfe witnefTes and the 
judge, though they confpire to put an in- 
nocent man to death s but Emanuel 
Sa, and fome other authors are in thf 
right for rejeding that opinion, at leaft in 
foro confcientia. And in the fame place 
affirms that one may murder both wit« 
neffes and judge.'* 
Father, faid I, I want no further inftruc- 
tionas to what regards the principl^e of 
4ire^ing the intention, but at prefent fhould 
. be glad to be inflrud:ed likewife in it^s coor 
fequences, ^nd in all the in (lances where this 
.method gives a power to kill. And for fear 
:cif miftakes, (for in this cafe equivocations 
are very dangerous) let us return to thofe you 
; have already mentioped. l^Iuiw 
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^ Miardcf muft not be committed; I find, 
but when it is very apropos and upon a good 
probable cipinion. And you have aflurcd mft 
that by rightly direfting the intention, 
(accpcding to your Fathers) a man may (to 
prcferte his honodr, or his' goods) accept a 
challenge, : fometimes fend one, kill a falf^ 
accufer 0Sly, together with his witnefles^ and 
feven the judge himfelf, if he 15 ibjfer Cor- 
rupted as to make himfelf a party j you havi 
told me to6, that he that ha? received a hot 
on the ear may do himfelf juftiqtf by thf 
^woird,, though not through a principle, of 
REvl^NpE. _ But yet you have not told me 
cxa<3:ly liQw fi^r he may go. i You c4n hard- 
ly be mi^^ken in tl*it, quoth' thei Father, 
for hp txi^y, ^o as far as murder*. . , ; Wf>ich is 
plainly pcoyed by our learned Hsn«fei<lp e 2?. 
1. 14. c..i'o. 3. and many more of Qur Far- 
thers, quoted by EscobAr, tr. i. ex. 7; n. 
48. ." If a man giyesiyou a box on the^eaf, 
*' apd rans away, ydu niay kill hin^, if you 
.** can do it without hatred or revenge, or 
** making room for frequent murders, - dc^- 
/* ftruftivcto the Stete* -And the reafon «, 
•' becaufe a man may as well run after him 
** that has robbed him of his honour as after 
*• one that has robbpd him of his coat. For 
V though your honour is npt in your ene- 

L 2 ** my's 
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my-^ hands as your cxat imy be, nb^er- 
thelefs it tnay be recovered by che faki^ 



If 

^* means, bv exhibiting lucb mules 



*^ deur and authority which cbmand'tieflx^ 
^ ' in the wc^ Id. . And iikdeed, k it not mat-f 
'' Yer of fa<^, that be who has ttadftd ^ 
^^ flap in the face is reputed to heyfvSmot 
*^ honour, until he haskilled his Mkerfltty?*^ 
- This Svas fo very ftiocking that^^ dmld 
liardly contain myielf. But in ordtrto^oW 
Ibmething ^rther, I let the Father ^procMl 
thus. Z^y, faid he^ you may kill ^ "vcmi 
lor his intention onut Cogiv^ yo&a,l4tf^ 
If * there -is no other way to prdventit. Thte*, 
IS nothing ^ more common rn our l^thMs^ 
AisoR^ fbr iexumple^ c4Mq of^the t^itty 4o\k^ 
elders/ in'ft..ttior. part.- 5. ^. io5:(l«ys4iitis-: 
•* Is :it lawful for a man > of boMOlit ^o WS^ 
-•^ ^him't^at has a mind to^ give him* a b0:t o4 
^ the «SPr,. loP a ftrdfcedf « ftlck? 80noie % 
c" nor fe^caufe'^he ;life pf One's ntei^hborfr 
i** {hb\it^ be ddarer tha[n .ane^s bcffWur : be- 
*^ fides the cruelty th«rc is ia iiterdttilig k 
*** man (»ly to prevent a 1)0X'0n''thc «ar. 
/^ Others fay yes : and ibr my part r^kink 
it PROBABLE, when it cannot bfe'^her- 
wife prevented. Elfe how will the 'honour 
'** of the innocent be free from the malice of 
•* the infolent ?'• Our great Filiutius fays 
•2 the 
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th€ iamQ, to. 2[. ti?. 49. c* 3. n. 50. And 
fythet Hj^^i^av in hjsi tiieatife of manflaughn 
tpf^. Hurt A]>Or j^B Mbndoza in 2. 
a. 4iipv 170. f^'. 16. §• 137. And ^E- 
ej)L'N^;'SiQi9. t;. 1. q> 6^4. de homicid. And 
Qw ffidbl^s FLAHAUxandjXE Court, (ia 
^kr writifigs wbic^ the uaiyerfity endea- 
roared ti{> ibppFei% l^utin vain) with Esco- 
M^AM^^inthe ^m^ pUce> ». 48. teach aM; the 
j^km^! (J9<9;rine; which ia ibott is h generally 
Atipppftiid^ thiat liE^sius fays, no qaiulil wil( 
i^fptttft it, I. 2i. «. 9. m. 76. EV he brings a? 
gltat tiitflii>ef tbflft'are for k, a^ not one a*^ 
gunlb^il^ nay he gpes itilt f^^er, am} quotes 
Pi«*ft» Navarr?v who fpe^iag of af- 
^Wit9 iip^ general) of whjch a box on the ear 19 
the- ttio&i ^niibk^decl^r^ thk to be th^un^ited 
^pUftioA olaU the cafuifSbs. Bx^fin£mti4 omnium 
H^ep c^tfafutf^ikkfupfi oc^i^ere^Jiatiter ea ityuria 
0t^ri mquit, Wel^Sif, faid the Father to me, 
Me^yda fetisfied now ? Will yon have any niore? 
^ No>* Father, faid % thanking him„ it is 
aftrttady to* w«ch. But yet to fee how far 
this Mvm^^ dp(^rkie wqald go, I afked 
htm tf I*nl%htiiot murder a man fbt fome* 
tlsftngleft than a Wow? Cannot you tell rae 
how to direiS: ttiy intention fi> ai to kill a man 
for ^iig' me the lie ? Yes^ Sir, according 

L 3 to 
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to father Baldelle, 1. 3. difp, 24. qnoted- 
by Escobar in the fame place, n. 49. *• It 
^^ is lawful to kill the man who fays to yoa^ 
^ you He ; if there is no other way to corredfc 
*^ his infolcnce/' And our Fathers will give 
you leave to kill a man for flander i foif 
Lessius^ whom father Hereau quotes in 
the fame page fays, ** if you endeavour by 
** vile calumny to ruin my reputation before 
** perfons of honour, and I cannot prevent 
" it any other way than by killing you 5 may 
^^ I do it ? Yes, fay all the modem authors^ 
" though the crime objedted (hould bo 
** true, but yet of fo fecret a nature as not 
** to be difcovered by the ordinary methods 
*' of juftice/* Hear the proof : *^ If when 
•* you are refolved to rob me of mine ho* 
'* nour by giving me a flap on the face, I 
♦* am permitted to prevent it by force of 
arms ; the fame reafon holds when yoa 
are refolved to do me the fame injury 
** with your tongue. Further, it is lawful 
to prevent an affront, therefore it is lawful 
to prevent flander. Laftly honour is dear- 
er than life ; but one may kill to defend 
^' one^s life, therefore one may kill to de^ 
^' fend one's honour/"^ This is what we caU 
Jogic^ Sir, not your idle tittle tattle, but folid 
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argument and proof. But this admirable 
author goes ftill farther^ and (hews you, n. 
yS. that you may kill a man for a mere 
geftureor mark of contempt. ** Aman^sho-* 
*^ nour, fays he, may be attacked feveral 
** ways, from which he may justly de- 
fend himfelf : as when a perfon threatens 
'^ to ftrike you with a ftick, or give you 
** a box on the ear, or offers to affront you 
*^ with opjwobrious language, or any other' 
*^ mark' of contempt. Sivf per Jigna^ 

I fee. Father, that you have taken abun-' 
dant care to defend mens honour, but you' 
have left their lives very much expofed, if I 
can lawfully and with a good confcience kill 
a man for bare flander, or a difobliging mo- 
tioh of the hands or lips. That is very true, 
faid the Father, but our cafuifls have had 
circumfpe(^on enough, not to put this doc-* 
trine entirely into praftice upon fuch frivolous 
occalions. For they own at leifl praElice vix 
frohafi fottfi : ** We mufl not always put 
*f this in pradice ;" and the reafon is this. 
I know what the reafon, is, faid I, it is be- 
taufe your Fathers have a juft regard to the* 
law of God which forbids murder. No Sir, 
faid he, you are quite out, that is no reafon* 
9t all, for they know it is practicable in con^^ 
,. L 4 fcience. 
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(Hcmcet ^nd iqfattiMe in trotb confi^ti^m. 
itfelf. Why do they forhid it then, faid I T 
^caufc, fad he, if we were to kiU all d» 
hackbiters afid flafideref 6, wc (bould difpeofk . 
tt whcde State m the twinkling of an 4yc% ' 
and this is what REaiN^L^u^ teUs foa^ V 
91. n» 63, p. ^6o. *^ Although ^itik-c^i^ 
^^ nioQ, (that a man may. kill amiiiKt for 
^f fimple flander) k oot without v » 09 a^^ 
'^ UtiTy in THROBVj yet the contraty^ 
^ muft be Mowed in PRACTiOBt FoTi- 
^^ in what manner foever you {uropoie . to deu 
** fend yourielfj, the public good muft ^ be 
^^ eonfidered^ Now it is clear that wue 
^f you to fiai^bter the world at fticb arafe?. 
^^ there would be too many musdersy*^ hi^i* 
8ifJ$ iaysthe faine in the place quoted ^^ove^ 
^f Q^LfciauA be taken that the pradaceof tfais^ 
^' maxim be mt hortful to the State i £01^ in. 
^^ that cafe it muft not be allowed ; SfW; 
^^ e^irn nfids nm efi permittendm** 

What ! Father^ iaid ij huve you thwmi 
down sdl the relj^oua barriers^agaiaft^mwder^* 
flfldroiilyfet up yoiw poKtiwl oiw? Witt tteyr 
be abk>; do yoo tHink^ to ftop a man in- his^ 
fuH farcer^ when drimB on by Ms^ nfeot- 
xm^l I am aftfaid nqti for it^ ia alfo fxo- 
I A B V B. tlKar it. doQsno buft t9 «: State: by. 

ridding 
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ifr the tFef)(:Fea^ ^pioili the JB'athor^ that 
QUI? FiUu^.ii^^ g(^^9 ^<>gpth«a' ^i^ MO*' 
ilm mhkkm Wf poor opiiWttis cf .vcrf 
gttait wc^g^ ^ ^t* ^* 3- ^« 5^* '^ A matf 
^^ may be hanged £>r.k$ing,a man on ^ut: 

L ^ D«i il<^ I l^ltjnOii, Father^ iaid I, ^lat yon. 
wonWriiww.Aaaaygcwd taiyottgp^ thejudg-' 
ca of your, fiik:? The jwElgcs, (aid he, whof 
. ^ not c«ait;i9» ^to men's cpD£iHccK:e6v. dettt«> 
tmiie iQcttelyi&oiaa the appearaiice of the in&i 
\ti{Ay^^\wi^^^ And 

hl^W^^ ib is^ ti^t out n)axims fbmctifnvsi diffibif 
ft jljttfe from thrH Be t^. aa k vHU^ iaki 
], gpcid Father^ it ta plais enough from yoni 
lib^ine, that &t|ing afidic < the hurt h dMd 
the State, I magr kHl a fl^deirei? withoatt 
WQttn4i^ mylco^cieoce^ if I cmv. buct ic^ 
Qile «iy perfon. . 

Bujk hate yofi made no ptovifion Sat yoni^ 
aeighboars Q^osop^r^srwQUashisH0ti0u]t^ 
Th^ ace ii& eonftderaJ^le; itistrae, but]ptt 
Stethlfidfis *-t^ they .»« worth keeping > ^ . vn. 
praiy I*!aidier» cenld not I (o dired my infico^ 
tion a&tokiH^a.man^that had a mind tDcobi 
ner of th<emi? Yes ibre^ laid tbeFather, Hairo 
you f(K^ Mekkt l&id abwe opiDiv. diat fofak 
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j«ft ? What do you thtnk of thifr ? " Thfeiigfr 
you do not fear any violence fr6m the man 
that robs you, beotufe he runs away, yet 
all our cafttifts agree; thiat you may kill 
him." Aad A^^or of our fociety proves it,* 
p. 3. L 2.C. I. q. 2o. 

But gray Father, faid I, how much tauft' 
the thing jbe woctb, to drive us to thefe ex«- 
tremities ? Why, according to Reginald us, 
1. 2 I.e. 5* n. 66, and Tannbrus, in. 2. 2. 
difp. 4.q. 8. d. 4. n. 69^ ^^ the thing muftbe 
'^ worth, in the judgment of a prudent per- 
** fon,. a great deal." And Layman and 
FiLiuTius fay fo too. They might as well 
have faid nothing, replied I ; for where muft 
I run to find out this pradent perfon, fo rare 
to be met with, to fettle the value ? Why do 
not your cafuifts fix the fum exai^y ? How, 
iaid the Father, do you think it fo eaiy a 
thing, to weigh the life of a man and of a 
Chriitiaa too, againft money ? It is in this 
cafe that I have a mind to let you £ee how 
much you want our modem cafuifts. Turn 
ov«r now all your ancient Fathers, and aik 
them what price they fet upon murder? But 
if you afk till dooms-day you will have no 
anfwer but-~*NON occides: thou sh alt 
HOT iciLi. KWho then bw^dared^ f%id I, to 

fix 
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ibc a price on: Wood? The gneit and incomii 

paniUe Molina, {aid the Father^ the glory 

of our fodety, \rho by his inimiiablfr' fkill 

has* rated it ** at fix or (even dueats/ for 

'* iitdikh you may run after, and kill the mart 

^^ that has robbed yoo, duough he runs a^ 

*.* way." It is in t. 4. tr. 3. difp. 16. d. 6. 

And in the fame place he goes itill farther and 

iays^ ^^< that be dared not condemn any mail 

<^ as guilty of fin, who kills another for 

f* roblnng hdm of the value of a crown, or 

^* Icfe : Unius aurei^ vel minoris adbuc va^ 

^,^ hfii'* Which induced Escobar to efta- 

b^ih this general rule, n«44. ^* That, accord-* 

^^ ing toMoLiN A, one man may kill another 

*^ .KBGULARLV foir the value of a crown.'* 

O Father, laid I, how came. Molina by 
fttdi penetration as to fettle a thing of this 
importance without any lights given him^ 
either from Scripture, Councils, or Fathers ! 
It k plain he muft have had very particular 
illuminations, but as diftantfrom St. Augus^ ' 
TiN^s upon murder, as they are upon grace; 

Give me leave to thank you, good Pathef, 
iaid I, for my clear intelligence in this point; 
ibr I difcern perfedfcly weir that no body will 
ferulae henceforth to kill a man that (hall irK^ 
lure hmiin his honour;^ or his goods^ except 
i the 
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pljod tlKPfttber ? Db ym tbioh it rvifiiQaMfi 
ihid; Ttt&y cM^Yi 4o whisinF all men- flnm^ 
ftiAw tiMrgrMleft tftfped, ou^t ta hft «x-{ 
pofi^ dpQr to th^ inftillr o£ tlw wkkod^ 
Ifo>^ f»r ^^ Fathers have taken can ; of 
that,, far Tamnirits^ to* &« d 4. qL 8.v d/ 
4« ii« 76. fa.y$» '^ that no! q»^ ccc^fiaOki; 
^^ but monks tCK^inoyfuisnlei^ainMJLmtpd^ 
^* ia defeat of thdc lives, but of their c^f^ 
** tfdstoo^ whether they are theko^Ntrd«)l» 
^^ of thttr coMMtriKitY." MoxivA^at 
€|iiQted fay EsjOosae^- n. 43. BzcAmia^ 
2:. t . 2:. q. 7. de. booM. ooncL 2« n. 5^ fi^jpf. 

OIlffJ)LX0US^l. 2I.C. 5. n.6&LAYJftiUi,^ 

3.. tr. 3. p/3. c. 3. B. 4. Lirssinss^ i; a. a. ^ 
d. rx* & 72. aittd others, tHio all mahenife 
of the very fame woirdr^ Ni^, a aaacdingptQ 
our cdebratodiather L'Amy^ ^' kislanrfiil 
*^ htfddkpt mortbs tokiH, fay ira^ of pK^/ 
^' vcttdon^;. fbdias have a: mdnd to Uaekea^ 
^^ tbeia l^.badibitij^& and cailgaiiiitesK. Bbt 
^^^ yoi^tttaft dLwaya take along wkb yon^. 
'^ «eK:jdirtaad intcaticnJ'^ Hear what he 
iayaytoi 5, xiii^. 36. a, 1,1 8.. ^' pieftfit/er*^ 
mboks<nia|r murder ti &lfe aiMssilhr, m^ 
ihmUKna' tn (mblUh any fcaodalnis cikafea,- 

cither of tubu or of tfacjir ^ockt3r». ^ 

'' the 
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9^ ;the.|iobyatioiirc«a be prev^ted bjr no o^ 
5< ither w^ 4 as : wbeti lie is juft upoin the 
1^:ipoiiit of fpnadinghkriieoQm, M not ]dll^ 
^.T^^mimediatefy^'' For in dbat mife^ as'k 
iiomildibe lafwful for a mook toklU him that 
cWGUdd tafae:a«ra3r' his iife^ ib k is lawfiil to 
Idll tiie tiii^ tfaa&wduid rob him or bb mor 
iiaiftei^r xf their ineputation^ in the iame man)- 
nerias it is lan^l fbr a k)iiman:to do. - > 
r:- Ay, Aid 1, Father ! that is whit I ne»ier 
dmeW tielcHS. . ijaiwaysithoagfait jidft there^- 
(t«i^ like it flmpleton, becaiiiclheardit faid 
4hatctfae ehakh heldUoodAied in fiicfa ab- 
liMreiia, diatihe woirid iiot permit htreo- 
^kfiaflkal judges (p rnuch as to i)e {alreieiit at 
.the candemiution of a crkntnah Neyer ttocH 
.ble your head^about that, iaid he, but-mik^ 
twha^ yDar^Qdritndl Fathef fays« L'Amy proves 
this dodlrinc beyond difpute, but tvfith amm<- 
idefty ^becoimng fo exaioed & man, the iiibmits 

,it to .'the RKADBR'S ^DISeRErTlOM* Aftd 

:.€^9tAM0U.^L, our gldntus de&nxkr, lodks 
ajpon4his ride ito be fo ieettam/ that hcfioffi- 
^lively aftrts, the contrat^^.as.hotfe^mttch'a^ 

probable. Tttro. find. page. 54^ JKrom 
-whenceibedrawsimany adtiiicriaie conolufions, 

one of which iae oalfe tnz coKCLrtrsiOjM 

^ « That 
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^^ That'apricftis permitted fomctimfc* 
** not only to kill a falk accufcr, but thit 
•" there are certain cafes where he otont 
^ to do it : Btiam aliquando debet occideref 
. On this foundation he es^mines feveralque*' 
<Aions that we' never heard of before ^ as this 
for example^ Whether the jEsuitk 
MAY KILL THE Jansenists? Blefeme, 
cried 1 1 that is die moft futprifing poiiiit of 
divinity I ever yet :heard of ! apidl look upoii 
the Janfeiiifts as dead men already, fronCi 
father L* A m y's dodrinei A bite, qooth 
the Father, a dean bite; for CARAMouEft 
infers juft the contrary from the fame princi^ 
pl6s. How can that be, faid I ? Becaufei^ 
£ud he, they do not injure our reputation. 
His words are thefe, n. 1 14-6. and 11 47. 
p. 547 and 548. " The Janfenifts call the 
** Jefuifts Pelagians, may one kill them for 
*^ that ? No : becaufe the Janfenifts can no 
" more obfcure the glory of our fociety, 
^' than an owl can that of the fun. On the 
*• contrary, they rather enhance it, though 
** againfl their intention: Occidi non pojfunt^ 
**^ quia nocere non potueruntj* 

How, Father ! do thc^ lives of the JanL 
fenifts only depend upon their power to hurt 
your credit ? They are but in a poor way, if 

that 
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.that ' be the cafe; For if there (hould be but 

the leaft probability that they could in- 

jure you, .wjthput; more to do they. are lia- 

bk ^o • be^ b(}^hefed ; and : by, a fingle J[yU 

^fm^Wk . m^. ,%!F?rt ' dirpa[e4 intention, ^ you 

Ji^yr.difp^t?^ W faff confcience. 

• Hgw^lucky^i^ itfor jfuch .a^ cannot bear in- 

j^rig^j^y to l^rn tl4s.do(aricieJ^ But ah ! . how 

-unl]ifppy(f9r4^9fejthat give .the pffpncel Sin- 

jCereI)5aivittu^y 5 Father^ faid I, it is. better to 

jtxayeto dp with, pepj^e that never .learned ^ny 

religion at^^l^ than witl^ tbofe that have learn^ 

ed it as far as this direction. , For io 

fhort, the intentbn of the AssAsstN is but 

P9pr qpmfcxrt to bini.wh9 is wounded. He 

does not perceive jhis fecret intention^ but 

only feels the.toorwclldiredled thruft* And 

J do Aot know whether a man would, not be " 

lefs vexed to be brutally killed by a fet of 

madmen, than to feel himfelf confgientioufly 

ftabbed by pretenders to piety. 

Without jcfting. Father, I am Ibmething 
iurprifedat all this; and thofe queftions of fa- 
ther L' Amy andCARAMouEL, Ido not like 
at all. Why fo, faid the Father ? Are yoa^ 
Janfenift? I have another reafon,faid I, which 
is this : from time to time, I write to a friend 
in the country all I can|eamof the maxims of 
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^oiir Fatheis, and although I xxAj Gmplj re- 
late, and faithfuHy quote, fiodiing but tlieir 
'own proper words, yet I am not iuti, - but 
^that fome wrong-headed fiiQow or 6ther, 
^by taking it into 1^ noddle that Itim m cue- 
'xny to your fodety, may ticaw Inch condu^ 
'fions from your fettled principles, as ma^ 
prove £ital to—. Never fear, quc^ the 
"Father, you are iafe enough 1 will watrrant 
yavL. Tou may depend upon it, thatwl»tt 
our Fathers have printed .with the approbation 
of our fuperiors, is neither had tn itfelf nor 
dangerous to divulge/ 

Upon Ac length of ^he good Fttf>er*s 
guarantee. Sir, I have adventured to 'write; 
but I always want paper mcnre tfiaii matter^ 
for there is fo much bebihS, and of fuch n 
^rtile nature, that it would require fome vo- 
lumes to cxbauiHBiis fubjed. 

1 am. Sir, 4ic^, 
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. Paris, May a8, i6s6^ 

SIR, 

YO U thought that no body would have 
curiofity enough to know who and 
what you and I are ; however there are fomc 
folks who pretend to guefs at it, though they 
mifs the mark. Some take me for a dodlor 
of the Sorbonne : others fay that my letters 
were wrote by four or five people, that are 
neither priefts nor any way related to the, 
Church any more than I am. All thefe er^* 
roneous fufpicions fhew that I was not mif- 
taken in the method I made ufe of, to con- 
ceal myfelf from every body except yourfelf 
and the good Father, who bears with my 
vifite, as I muft bear with his converfation, 
which I can hardly do without a difagreeable 
reluctance. But I am obliged to lay a re- 
Vol. !• M - ftraint 
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ftraint on myfelf, for I fhould hear no more 
firom i^insb if he ofica pereei^edltkait^ was redHy 
ihocked at his difcourie, and (hould be un« 
able to fulfil my promiie to you^ which was 
to acquaint you with the Jefuits moi:ality. . I 
can ftflisre you. Sir, • that you ought to fet 
fome value upon the violence I do myfclf : 
for it is no fmall torture to fee fuch wild out 
of the way notion? deftroy the whole body 
of chriftian mbral§, without daring to open 
my lips. But I believe, after having endur* 
cd fomuch to pleafe you, I (hall break out 
at lafl: (when I have heard all he cin fay) to 
pleafe myfeif. In the mean time lihall en« 
deavour to hold my tongqe, for the more in^ 
tent I am, the more communicative he is. 
He told me fo many things at the lafl: vifit, 
that I (hall hardly be able to tell yoa all i bat 
you will find fome principles curioufly calcu^ 
lated to oppofe reflimtion ; for let him palli*^ 
ate or qualify his maxims as much as he i^rill^ 
thofe I ihall fend you tend to nothing but to 
favour corrupt judges, ufurers, bankrapts, 
thieves, whores, bawds, wizards and witd^ 
tSy all which are boimtifully discharged fwm 
restoring what they can get by their fevwal 
callings. How this is done the Father tM 
me in the following manner* 
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^ From our firft mating, feid he, I pro* 
mifed to let you know the maxjms of our 
Fathers for all forts and conditions of men* 
You have feen already thofe that relate to the 
beneficed clergy, priefts, monks, fervants and 
gentlemen > let us now go through the reft, 
and begin with die judges* 

And, here let me (hew you one of the 
moft important, and beneficial maxims that 
our cafuifts could ever teach them. It is 
one of our learned Castro pAtAo*s, one 
of our twenty four elders. His words arc 
thefe : " May a judge in a point of law 
** give judgment according to one probable 
OPINION, forfaking another that is more 
probable ? Yes, and even though it is 
againft his own fentiments. Immo contra 
propriam opinionem dummodo probai?ilitas 
** Jit circa jus *^ And this is father Esx:o- 
S A r's opinion alfo. 

This begins finely, faid I, Father j the 
judges are very much obliged to you. And 
methinks it is very odd, that they (hould 
find fault With your probabilities, (as 
V?c find fomctimes they do,) fince made 
fo much in their favour. For by this means 
you give them as much power over the for- 
tunes, as you take yourfelvcs over the cOnfci^ 
tnces of men. Ms 1 hope, 
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I hope, faid the Father, that this will con- 
vince you what we do is not out of i n t e r- 
EST ; we confider only their peace of con- 
fcience, and to this purpofe our great Moli- 
na has taken much pains, but not in vain, 
about the prefents that are fent them. For, 
to remove all the fcrpples which they might 
have in certain cafes to accept of them, he 
has taken- the trouble to enumerate all the 
cafes where they may do it with a safe 
CONSCIENCE, except there fhould be a 
particular law againft it. Here they are, to. 
1. tr. 2. d. 88. n. 6. *^ A judge may take 
*' prefents from the parties concerned, who 
'^ make them either out of fricndfhip, or 
" gratitude for the juftice that has already 
*' been done them, or to induce them to do 
it afterwards, or to incline them to take a 
particular care of their bufinefs, or laftly 
to engage them to difpatch it out of 
hand." Our learned Escobar treating 
of the fame fubjedt, tr. 6. ex. 6. n. 48. 
fays thus : ** If there be feveral perfbns who 
have an equal right to be difpatched, and 
the judge fliould take money from one ex- 
prefly on condition (ex pacto) that he 
fhould be difpatched the firft. Does that 
judge fin ? No, certainly, fays Layman, 

'' for 
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^* for according to the law of nature he does 
no injuftice to the others, if he grants to 
one, in confideration of hisprefent, what he 
might have granted to any other, if he 
had thought it proper j and indeed the 
** judge being engaged to do juftice equally 
to all, becaufe they have all an equal right, 
he is more obliged to do it for him, who 
made the prefent merely to procure this 
preference to the others. And this prefer- 
ence feems to carry fome merit with it that 
*^ may challenge a reward, ^a obligatw 
** yidetur pretid aflimabilisj^ • 

Rev. Father, faid P, you furprife me with 
this permiffion, of which the firft magi- 
ftrates of the kingdom as yet are entirely 
ignorant. For the firft prefident of th6 par- 
liament, to prevent fuch a fcandalous partia- 
lity, made an order that no clerks or fccreta- 
ries fhould take bribes, which plainly proves 
that he was far from thinking that the judges 
might ; and all the world applauded his e- 
quitablc reformation. 

The good Father, amazed at what I faid, 
Is that true, faid he ? I never heard of it be- 
fore. But, continued he, as our opinion is 
but PROBABLE, the contrary is probable 
too. Upon my word. Father, faid I, . every 

M 3 body 
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body is of opimdn that what the j^efi4ent did 
was more than FR6BABtv well doae^ be^ 
caufe he put a flop to that torrent of public 
corruption which had reigned but too long 
in the law, I believe fo tod, fays the F^ther^ 
but no more of that j let us have no 0K>re 
to do with the judges. I cannot blame 
you, Father, faid I, for I do not think they 
ufe you well, confidering what you have 
done for them. It is not for that, fays he^ 
but there are fo many other points to be dif- 
cuffed, that we muft not dwell too long up^ 
on one fubjedt. 

Let us come now to your men of bufinefs, 
yx)u know thai the greateft troubfe we have 
with them is to keep them from ufury ; to 
prevent which our Fathers have taken the 
moft particutar care imaginable ; this yice i$ 
fo detefted by our fociety, that Escobar 
affirms, tr, 3. ex, 5. n. 1. *« that it k HS^ 
•* REsy to fay that ufury is no fin." Anfd 
father Bauny in his colleftionof fins, ch, 
1 4. has filled feveral pages witb the punifb^ 
mtnts th^t are due to usurers ; he deckrcs 
them to be " infamous when alive, and un^i* 
'* worthy of burial when dead/* Kefs me ! 
Father, faid I, of all the people m the 

world, I could never have thought tfcat fat 

tb«^ 
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t^ Bav N y could b& £q finrcre. Yts but he 
can^ iaid fae^^ when^tbex^ is cxrcafionfbr it 
But then this learned cafuift confidering that 
nien are iiKHned 'to. ufufy jonly through a 
^udi of gain, he fajs at the fame f^ce; 
^' Uiurer; would be very much obliged to 
^^ any cafuift who would iccure diem both 
^^ from the curfed efforts, and fin of usu*- 
^^ RY, by a propofal that would bring in 
-^ as much or more profit in a lawful way, 
*^ than they can get by an ufurious one/' No 
doubt of it J faid I^ for th|an we fhould havci 
no more ufurers^ This, faid he, is what fa-*' 
ther Bauny ,has done ** by a general e3cpe-* 
^^ dient for all forts of people, gentlemen, 
^^ prefident$, counieliors, 8ccJ' and ib eafy 
that you have nothing to do when you lend 
your money but to pronounce a few words, 
in can&quence of which, you take up youf 
frosty without incurring the fin of ufury, 
^hicb otherwife it would mofl cprtably be. 
fray Father, faid I, what may thofe myfle- 
rious words be ? His own plain wor4s^ faid 
he^ notmyflerious at all, for you know that 
he wrote his Summary of fins in French, on 
purpofe^ as* he fays in his preface, to he un^r 
der(k)o4 by. all mankind* ^^ The man of 
,^ whom yoU' want to. borrow; money fhall 
, • M4 ^' anfwer 
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anfwcr in this manner, I havt no^ money 
to lend ; it is true I have feme to place 
out to lawful and honefl advantage. If 
you are willing indufttioufly to improve 
**/ the fum you want in any thriving bufineis 
where! could be taken in as partner, I 
might poffibly be perfuaded to accommo- 
date you. But as there is a great deal of 
^.* trouble ' in fettling the profit arifing from 
trade, if you will give me a certain pre- 
mium in hand, and lawful fecurity for the 
whole principal, we fhall fooner agree, 
^* ' and I will count you down the nK>ney 
^' this inftant/* Is not this an eafy way to 
get money without finning ? And has not fa- 
ther Bauny good reafon to conclude as he 
does in thefe terms ? "By this method, in 
my opinion, abundance of people in the 
world, who by ufury, extortion, and un- 
lawful contracts, provoke the divine, ven- 
geance ^ainft them, may fave their fouls, 
** and get money into the bargain, by hc»ieft^ 
^[ eafy, and lawful means.'' 

O Father, faid I, thefe arc powerful 
wor^s indeed ! Sure they have fome fecret 
virtue in them to exorcife the fpirit of ufury, 
which I am not apprifed of : for I al wa3rs un-» 
dcrftood that this fin coQfifted in receiving 

back 
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baick more money than, was lent Theo^ 
quoth the Father, you undcrftand very little 
oif the matter $ for according to our cafuifls^ 
ufury is little elfe than your intention to make 
an advantage merely as ufury. And that is 
thereafon that Escobar can make us avoid 
running into ufury, by diverting only bur 
intention, tr. 3. ex. ,5, n. 4. 33, 44./^ It 
vrould be ufury, fays he, to make an ad- 
vantage from thofe to whom you lend^ 
if you demand it as a lawful and juft 
debt ; but if you demand it as a debt of 
gratitude, or acknowledgment of a favour, 
it is not ufury at all.'' And n. 3, " It is 
not lawful to have an intention to lend 
your money upon ufury diredlly j but to 
expert a profit from the good will of him 
to whom you lend it, media benevolentia^ 
is no longer ufury.'' 
What do you think of thefe methods ; 
are not they nicely excellent ! But yet in my 
Ojpmion one of the moft valuable (for we have 
good choice) is the contraift mokatra. 
The contrail mohatr a. Father ! I fee 
very well, faid . he, that you do not know 
what it is 3 but do not be furprifed, there is 
nothing flrange in it but the name, and that 
Escobar fhall explain to you, tr. 3. ex. 3. 

n. 36. 
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Ik 36. *'The contrad mohatra^ is that hf 
^^ which yoa buy cloth or filk dearaod upoh 
traft, on parpoib to fell it again immedU 
ately to the fame perfon for ready mooey^ 
*^ and cheap/' Now you kAow what mo^ 
B A T R A is, by which you &e a man re^ 
cdves ready cafh^ by remaining debtor £ot 
more. 

Father, faid I, no body but Escobar^ 
I believe, ever made ufe of that term ; do 
any other authors mention it ? I am furprifed, 
laid the Father, at your ignorance : moha« 
tra is treated of, and very learnedly tod, 
in the very lafl book of the^ogical nmrality 
that was printed but this lafl: year at P^ris; 
It's title is, '^ Epilogus fummarumj an epitome 
of all the bodies of divinity coUcdted 
from Suarbz, Sanchez, Lessius, 
Fagundez, Hurtado, and other fa- 
mous cafuifts,'' as the title page in- 
forms you, at p. 54. yoa have theib words, 
^^ MoHATRA is when a man that wants 
twenty guineas, buys goods of a tradef^ 
man to the amount of: thirty guineas, 
^' payaUe in a year, and fells them back 
^' again to the tradefman upon th^ fpot, for 
^' twenty, guineas reajfy money/' 

You 
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You fee'by&is that mohatrA; » no 
ftrangcr. Vciy true. Father, {aid I i bat 
the point in hand is to know if this contradr 
be lawful. No, faid the Father, for Esco^ 
BAR tells us at the fame place, diat there 
^* are fome laws that forbid it 42nder the 
** moft rigorous penalties/* Why then, &id 
I, it is good for nothing* Pardon me. Sir, iaid 
the Father, for in the fame page he gives ua 
fi)me eicpedients to render it lawful, evea 
*^ though the tradefman who fells and buys 
y^ agaki had his eye principally to nothing tmt 
the profit, provided only that in ielliag he 
doe$ not exceed the higheft prioe of that 
fort of goods, and in buying agiain does 
not give leis than the lowed ; except it 
bad been agreed upcm before in exprefs 
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^^ termsg or any other way whatever." But 
Lbssius de juft. 1. a. c. zi. d. i6. iays. 



^^ That though the tradefinan had ioid his 
'* goods with a defigo to buy them again 
^' at an under rate, he is not obliged to re^ 
^^ turn ^ overplus, except perhaps out of 
" charity, or if the pcrfon from whom he 
^* exads it (hould be in very neceifitous 
^^ circumilances, and d)eQ only if he am do 
** it without any ioconvcnien^re to himfelf : , 
y &i cmmo4^ p^i^r Which I think is uf 

much 
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much as can" be laid. Indeed Father, fays 
I, a greater indulgence than this might have 
ycty vicious confequences. You fee by that, 
faid he, that our Fathers know where to 
flop : and you muft perceive the great fer- 

• 

yiceof MOHATJIA. 

I could (hew you feveral other ways, but 
thcfe are fufficient ; and now I will entertain 
you with fuch, whofe affairs arc but in a 
bad fituation. Our Fathers difpenfe their 
confolations, in proportion to every one's 
circumftances. For if they are not rich e- 
nough to live genteely and pay their debts 
befides, they may conceal part of their fub- 
ftance, break, and bilk the creditors. This 
is what Less I us has decided, and Escobar 
confirmed; tr. 3. ex. 2. n. 163. ** Can a 
^ bankrupt detain, with a fafe confcience, as 
** much of his effeds as will fupport his fa- 
•* mily with honour and credit ? Ne indecori 
«« vivat? Less I us and I maintain that he 
** may, even though he had got them by 
** injuftice, or crimed notorious to all the 
** world : Ex injufiitia, et notorio deliSio** 
But he cannot detain, in this cafe, quite fb 
much as he might in fome others.'* 

How ! Father, faid 1 5 what ftrange fort 
of charity is this ! Muil a bankrupt, out of 

what 
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what hq has amailed by robberry, ke^ 
enough to fupport his family with hpnour^ 
and not pay his creditors to whom it lawful*- 
ly belongs ? One cannot pleafe every body, 
faid the Father,^ but our cafuifts have had 
particular care of thefe poor unhappy men ^ 
and it is in favour of fuch [indigent perfottsj 
that the great Vasqjjez, quoted by Cas-» 
TRO Palao, fays, to. i. tr. 6. d. 6. p. 6^ 
n. 13. " That when you fee a highwayman 
refolute and ready to rob a poor perfon, 
you may, to put him off, point out another 
particular perfon that is richer, in lieu of 
the poorer." If you have neither Vas- 
QUEZ, nor Castro Palao, by you, you 
will find the fame thing in your Escobar, 
For, as you know, he hardly fays any thing 
but what is taken from the twenty four of 
our moft celebrated Fathers, tr. 5. ex. 5. n* 
120. The praftice of our focicty con.- 
cerning charity towards your neighbour." 
But do not you think it is an odd fort of 
charity, Father, to rob Peter to pay 
Paul ? I do not like fuch partial doings ; 
charity fhould be complete ; and, in my 
opinion, he that gave the counfel fhould be 
afterwards obliged in confcience to make 
good whatever was loft in confcquence of 
I it. 
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it/ By no means, faid the Father, for he 
did not rob the rich man faimfelf, he only 

lUivifed ANOTHER to do it. 

And now, (kid the Father to me. Men 
with the ftrideft attention, to father Bav^ 
vT^s moft exceHent decifion upon a cafe that 
will fhrprife yon more than all the reft, in " 
l^ich you win think it almoft impoffiUe to 
avoid reftitutbn. It is in the thirteentii^ 
chapter of his Summary ; his words sttt 
diefe : ^^ A peribn defircs a dragoon to beat his 
/* neighbour, or bum a farmer's bam who has 
*• affronted him; now the queftion is, if 
** the dragoon proves infolvent or mns away, 
** whether the perfon vA\o delired him to 
^ commit thofe afts of violence, be obliged 
** to repay, out of his own pocket, the da- 
*' mage arifing from thence ? In my opinion 
-*< he is not [obliged.] For no one is obliged 
^ to reftitution who has not violated juftice. 
" And pray^wherc is the violation of juftice 
*' in dcfiring a man to do one a favour ? Let 
*^ your requeft be what it veill, it is ftill in 
** the dragoon's power either to grant, or re* 
•* fufe it: and to whatever fide he inclines it 
^ muft be by an ad of his own free will i 
^' for Acre is nothing can oblige him to it> 
** but his good nature, his complaifanoe, 

*'and 
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** ftXKi his fwcctncfs of temper* If then the 
^ dragoon does not make stmends for the da-« 
*' mage he has been guilty of, the perlbn^ 
'^ at whole entreaty he did that damage, is 
^* under no fort of dDligation to make k 
'' good." 

This pailage had like to have put an end 
to our dialogue ; for I had much ado to pre-^ 
rent budiling out into a borfe laughter at the 

GOOD NATURE, SWEETNE^S^ and COM-« 

FLAisANCE of a dragoon who burns dowa 
a barn. Befides the unaccountable argu-» 
ments to fave the chief and principal incen<# 
diary from rcftitudon, whom the judges 
would not have fkved from the gallows : but 
if I had not contained myielf i (hould hare 
affronted the good Father who was in no 
laughing mood, but went on icrioufly in the 
following manner. 

You ought, Sir, to know, by this time, 
from fuch a number of proofe, how tricing 
aU yoior obje^SUons arc, which ferve to no o* 
thcr purpcie, but to lead me off frohi my 
fttbje<^* Lei us return then to thofe mifer* 
able fdula, far whom, our Fathers and L;es-» 
sitrs among the reft, iiave fo great odmpai^ 
fion, diat for their comfbrt he affiires them, 
L «« c* it..n. ta. ^^ that they may not on- 
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** \y ftcal when their neceflities are intoler- 
** able, but when they are heavy too, and 
" yet not fo heavy neither but that they may 
** be borne/* Escobar fays the fame, tr. 
I. ex. 9- n. 29. To me this is very furprifing. 
Father ! for there is fcarce a man in the 
world but at fome time or other finds his ne- 
ceflities heavy upon him, and in that cafe he 
is at liberty to fteal with a fafe confcience r 
and though you fhould confine this liberty to 
fuch as are xeally and truly in this unhappy 
condition, yet you will open the door to tea 
thoufand felonies which the judges will be 
obliged topunifh, notwithflandingLEssius's 
HEAVY neceffity : and which you above all 
men are obliged to fupprcfs, as it is your pe- 
culiar duty, not only to maintain Justice 
in the world, but brotherly kindnefs and 
charity, which by this principle are entirely 
deflroyed. For is it not a violation of cha- 
rity, and an injury to your neighbour, to en- 
rich yourfelf by any detriment you can bring 
upon him ? I am fure I have always been 
taught fo hitherto. That is not always trae^ 
faid the Father, for our great Molina, t. 2. 
tr. 2. dif. ^28. n, 8. tells us, *^ That the 
" order [or rule] of charity doth not require 
" any nian to deprive himfelf of any advan- 

1' tage 
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*^ tage; to fevc his neighbour thereby from 
V an equal I06.*' WhicH he faid to fhew 
>yhat he had undertaken to prove in that 
place : 'diz-, ^* that we are not obliged in 
*^ confcience to reftore the efFe£ls which ario^ 
*' ther man has put into our hands to cheat 
*' his creditors/' Less i us n:>aintains the 
fame opinion, and confirms it by the fame 
principle, L 2. c. 20, d* ig* n* 16. 

You have not, methinks, conipaffion e- 
nough for people in neceffity ; our Fathers 
have had much more ; for they do juftice to 
the poor as .well as to the rich. Nay more^ 
they do juftice even to finners. For although 
they are great enemies to fuch as cpmmit 
enormous crimes, yet they teach us,, that we 
may lawfully keep what we have got by 
* fuch crimes. This is Lessi us's general rule, 
1. 2. c. 14. d. 8. '* We are not at all obliged, 
fays he, neither by the law of nature, nor 
any pofitive laws, [that is to fay by no 
law at all] to reftore what we have recciv* 
edfor having committed any criminal ac* 
tion, for inftance, adultery, no, 
though this a(3:ion be contrary to juftice.''^ 
For, as Escobar fays igain, quoting Les- 
si us, tr, I. ex. 8. n. 59. '* Though what a 
** woman gets by adultery, be certainly got- 
VoL. L N ^' ten 
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ten unlawfully, yet when gotten, (he may 
lawfully keep poflcflion of it. gamuts mw- 
Iter illicit} acquirat^ liciti tamen refine f ac^ 
" quifita:' And that is the reafon that our 
ableft cafuifts pofitively tell you, that what 
a judge takes for an unjud: fentence, or a 
foldier for killing a man^ or whatever is 
gained by the mod infkmoiis crimes, may 
be lawfully kept. Escobar gives you a 
catalogue of the feveral cafes, coUeded from 
our authors, tr. 3 . ex. i . n. 23. where he 
makes this general rule : " That money ac- 
quired by fhameful methods, as by mur- 
der, by an unjuft fentence, by lewdnefs 
&c. may be lawfully pofTefled, with- 
out being obliged to reftitution." And 
again, tr. 5. ex. 5. n. 53. ** A man may 
do what he will with what he receives for 
a murder, an unjuft judgment, for infa- 
mous fins, &c. becaufe the pofleftion, of 
his reward, is juft, and he acquires a title 
and property in the things that he obtains 
by thofe means." O good Father, (aid I, 
this is the firft time that I ever heard that 
murder, injuftice and adultery could give a 
juft title ! I am afraid it will not ftand good 
in law.. I do not know what the law books 
fay to it, fays the Father, but this I know 
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very wdl, tbat our books of cafuiftry, which 
are the only true guides of conicience, fay 
as I do : except in one particular cafe indeed^ 
wheife reftitution is enjoined. Pray what 
may that be^ faid I ? it is, f^id he, when 
money is taken froni fuch as have not the 
power to difpofe of it, fuch as monks and 
young gentlemen under age. . For our great 
Molina excepts them, t* i. de juft* tr. 2* 
d. 94. Nifi mulier accepijjet ai eo q%d die* 
nare nenpoteji^ ut areligiofo^ et filo fami* 
lids. Fbp ift that cafe the money muft be 
returned. Escobar cites this paiTage at tn 
i« ex. 8. n. 59. and confirms It in tr. 3. ex. 
I. m 23. 

Rev. Father, faid I, methinks the monks 
are better o£f in this cafe than other folks« 
Not in the leaft, faid the Father ; have nctf 
all minors in geqeral the fame privilege, a* 
mongft whom we may reckon the monks^ 
who are minors all their life time ? It is but 
juft then, that they fhould be excepted. But 
as for all others no body is obliged to return 
to them what has been received for perpe<» 
tratinga bad action, and this is what Les*- 
fi lus proves at large, 1. 2. de juft. c;. 14. d. 
8. n. 52. For, fays he, ** abada<^onmay 
^^ be rated at a certain price, in prpportioiii 

N 2 ••to 
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to the advantage that may accrue to the 
perfon who puts you upon it, and the 
trouble you may be at in performing it : 
therefore you are not at all obliged to fc- 
ftore the premium you had for doing it^ 
be the nature of the aftion what it will^ 
murder, unjuft judgment, bbfcenenefe, 
impurity, (for thefe are the inftances he 
always makes ufe of^ except you took your 
premium of fuch as had not thq power to 
give it. You will tell me, perhaps, that 
he that takes money to do a wicked 4c-* 
dtion, fins ; and therefore neither ought 
to take it, or keep it ; but to that I an- 
fwer, that when the thing is done, there 
is no fin either in paying, or receiving the 
payment." Our great Filiutius enters 
ilill more minutely into this afifair ; and tells 
you, " That a man is obliged in confctcnce to 
pay or reward differently actions of this 
kind, according to the different condition 
or quality of the perfons that do them, and 
" that fome deferve more than others." And 
this he builds on folid reafons, tr. 3 i.e. 9. n. 
231. Occulta fornicaria debetur pretium in 
confcientia^ & multo majore ratione^ quam 
publico. Copia enim quam occulta facit mulier 
fui corporis^ multo plus valet ^ quam ea quam 
i.. ' publica 
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publica facit meretrtx ; nee uUa efl lex po-^ 
Jitiva qua reddat earn incapacem pretik Idem 
dicendum de pretio promijjo virgini^ conju- 
gat^y monialiy Gf cuicunque alii. EJi enim 
omnium eadem ratio. 

After this, he fhcwcd me In his authors, 
things of ftich an infamous nature, that I 
dare not relate them, and at which he him- 
felf (for he is a good fort of man) would be 
horribly (hocked, was it not for the refpc6t 
which he has for his Fathers, which obliges 
him to receive every thing that comes from 
them, with veneration. All this while I 
faid nothing, but my filence did not proceed 
io much from a defign to engage him to con- 
tinue this topic, as from my aftonifhment to 
fee books wrote by perfons dedicated to re- 
ligion, fluffed with fuch filthy, horrible, 
unjuft, and at the fame time abfurd decifions. 
He went on therefore without any interrup- 
tion, and ended thus. For this reafon, faid 
he, our illuflrious Molina, (and! believe 
after that you will be fatisfied) decides the 
matter thus. " When a man takes money 
" to do a bad'adion, is he obliged to refund ? 
[pray mark the diftindion of this profound 
reafoner] If the action be not done for 
•* which the money was paid, it ought to 

N 3 '; be 
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^^ be returned j but if the action be done it 
" ouglit not to be returned : Si non fecif 
" hoc malum ^ tenetur refiituere ; fecus fi 
^* fecit y This you will find in Escosar 
tr. 3. ex, 2. n. 138, 

Thefc are fome of our principles relating 
to restitution, I think I have taught 
you a good deal to day ; come, Sir, let me 
fee what improvement you have made. Let 
me catechife you a little. *^ When a judge 
*• has received money from one of the par- 
'^ ties to pronounce fentence in his favour, 
** is he obliged to return that money ?" No, 
Father, faid I, for I have not forgot that you 
yourfelf told me fo not a minute ago. Why look 
you there, faid he, I was afraid you would 
make fome blunder or other : did I fay no, 
without exception ? I told you that no re- 
btitution is due from the judge provided 
he gave fentence in favour of thofe that had 
no right. For would you have thofe that 
have right pay for what is ** due to them by 
** law ? That is quite unreafonable." Do not 
you know that the judge owes justice to 
every man, and therefore cannot fell it, but 
he does not owe injustice, and therefore 
may fell it. All our moft approved authors 
are of this opinion, as Molina, difp. 94. and 
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^9. JIegjn4Li>u5, 1. 10. n. 184, 185, 
Ic 187. FiLiuTius, tr. 31. p. 220. & 298. 
Escobar, tr. 3. ex. i. n. 21; & 23. Lesit 
SI us, lib. 2. c. 14. d. 8. n. 52. who with 
one yqice teach, " That a judge is obliged 
V indeed to return what be has received for 
*^ doii)g JUSTICE, except it was given hin^ 
^* ]by way of generoiity -, but he is never 
obliged to return what he has received of 
a man in whofe favour he has pafledai> 
unjuft fentence." 
Thefe fantailical diftindions flruck me 
dumb. And whilft I was confidering their 
pernicious confequepces, the goqd Father had 
got another queflipn ready for me, and faid 
to me, pray Jake care to anfwer with more 
circumipedtion. The queflion is this : ^^ Is 
a conjurer obliged to return the gain which 
he makes by his conjuration, yes or no ?'* 
Dear Father, faid I, cither, or neither, or 

both together, juft as you will. Juft as I 

will ? That is very good indeed ! One would 
conclude from your way of talking, that 
truth depended on every man's fancy. But I 
perceive you will never find this out without 
help ^ n^ijd then how Sanchez refolves 
thisqueftion, for none but a Sanchez can 
doit, Firftof all he makes a difference in 

N 4 ^ his 
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his Summary, 1/2. c. 38. n. 94, 95/ 8c 
96. " bct>ycen the conjurer's making ufe 
^^ ofailrology, with pthernatural methods^ 
•^ and his employing the devil ; for in one 
*^ cafe he is obliged to restitution^ 
*' but not in the other." In which of thefc 
cafes now do you think the conjurer is obliged 
jo.RESTiTUTioN ? There is no great dif- 
ficulty, quoth t, to anfwcr that. I fee, fays 
the Father, that your anfwer will be that he 
pught to make restitution if he made uffe 
of the devil. But that ;s your ignorance, 
for it is juft the contrary. Hear Sanchex 
in the fame place. ^* If the conjurer has 
^* not taken that care and pains to know by 
^* the devil's means, what could not be 
^* known other wife : Si nuUam operam af^ 
■* P^M^i ut arte diaboli id fciret^ he is o- 
^* bilged to RESTITUTION 5 but if he has 
/* taken all due care he is not oUiged." How 
fo. Father ? Do not you know, faid he ? It 
is becaufe by the deviPs affiftancc one may 
make a probable divination, but 
aftrolpgy is a fallacious method. But faid I, 
Father, fuppofe the devil Ihould not anfwcr 
true, (for I think him as little to be trufted 
^s aftrolpgy) would not the conjurer for the 
Vf^y f^fT^? r?^fpn be obliged to restitu- 
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TioN? Not always, faid he. Sanchez 
will Ibew you the difference. " For if the 
conjurer be an ignoramus in the diabolic 
art, fi Jit artis diabolic a ignarus ; he 
is obliged to restitution; but if he 
** be an. able fkilful forcerer, who has labour- 
" cd as much as in him lies to difcover the 
truth, he is then not obliged : becaufe the 
care and diligence of fuch a forcerer may 
be valued, or rated, at a certain fum or 
price. Diligentia a mago appofita eft pre-^ 
tio ajiimabilis" 
There is fome fenfe, faid I, in what you 
fey now, Father, for here is encouragement 
enough to engage all the conjurers to make 
themfelves very knowing and dexteroufly 
expert in their trade, from the hopes of get- 
ting money in a lawful way, according to 
your maxims, and ferving the public with 
greater fidelity into the bargain. I believe 
you joke, faid the Father, which is not 
right let me tell you ! for if you fhould talk 
at this rate in places where you may not be 
known, there might be fome folks that might 
take what you fay amifs, and reproach you 
with turning things facred into ridicule. Fa- 
ther, faid I, I could defend myfelf from that 
pharge eafily enough ; for I believe, let who 

will 
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will give himfelf bot the trouble to examine 
into the true meaning of my wc»:d$,' he will 
find nothing but what will (hew the conira* 
ry, and perhaps one day or o^r in a future 
converfation, an opportunity may o0er to 
make it fully a(^)ear. Ho, ho, quoth the 
Father, your mirth is all ovjsr I fce» I muii: 
own^ &id I, that the bare fufpicion only ^hac 
J was inclined to ridicule what is facred, 
would be as unea/y to me, as it would be un-- 
juft. [It would touch me to the heart.] Do not 
be uneafy, Sir,rald he, I was but in jeft my- 
fclf, but now if you pleafe we will be more 
in eameft. As much as you pleafe, that 
wholly depends upon you, faid I, but I mud 
confefs that I was amazed to fee that your Fa-» 
. thers have extended their concern to all fortsf 
and conditions of men, in fuch a manner as 
to think it worth their while, to regulate the 
lawful price of a conjurer. 

It is impoflible, faid the Father, to write 
for too many people, or particularife cafes too 
much, or repeat the fame things in differ- 
. ent books too often. What I have now faid, 
you will fee verified by one of the very ^av- 
cft of our Fathers, our preient Father Pro- 
vincial, the Rev. father C e l l o t, in 
1. 8. of the Hierarchy, c. i6. §. 2. " We 

" know. 
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^^ Jqu>w» tti^3^M & certain ipan, who ^ 
*^ ing to reilore a on^eiable fum of ipo^ 
-^ ney by osdc^ of lus ccmfeiSbr) iloipped bjr 
^^ the way at a bookiibller'$^ and having 
'^ afked him if he had any thing ntvr^ 
^* numquid vcvi ? The boo^feUer (hewed 
^' him a new treatife of, moral theology | 
^^ turning over the leaves, and thinking up* 
*^ on nod^gy he chanced to meet with his 
*^ own cafe, and learned there that he was 
^' not obl^ed to reflitution. And Co being 
^^ eafed of the burden of his fcruples, and 
^' pleafed with the burden of his caib, he 
'' went home as light as a feather. j4i^ 
jeBd fcrt4puli far etna y retento finripQndcrt 
levior domum repetiity 
Well now, laid the good Father, will you 
tell me after all this, that there is no ad* 
vantage in being acquainted with our princi-> 
pies ? Will you ftill make a jeft of them ? 
Or will you not rather with father Cellot 
make this pious refle&k>n on the happinefs 
of fuch an accident? ^* Accidents of this 
nature are in God the effects of his pro-- 
vidence ; our guardian Angel the effedt of 
his guidance, and in thofe to whom they 
happen, the effed of their prcdeftination, 
*^ God from all eternity wa| pleafed that the 
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^'golden chain of their ialvation (hould de-; 
^^ peiid on dipping into that fingle book, ra- 
ther than into an hundred others that fay 
the fame thing, but did not happen to fait 
f* into their hands. If that particular ati-^ 
** thor had not written, • this perfon had 
** been damned. Let us therefore, by the 
" bowels of Jesus Christ, conjure all 
** fuch as blame the number of our authors^ 
not to envy poor finricrs fuch books, which 
the everlafting purpofe of G o d, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ, have purchaf- 
^' cd for them.'' 

Thefe are the pompous expreffions which 
this learned author makes ufe of to prove 
irrefragably, ** the great advantage there 
" is to have abundance of writers on moral 
** fubjeds : ^am utile Jit de theologia 
*^ tnorali multos fcribere*^ 

If you pleafe, Father, faid I, I will put 
off my opinion of this paflage, 'till another 
opportunity, and at prefcnt fay no more but 
this, [viz.) Since your maxims are fo very 
ufeful, and of fuch great importance to be 
made public, you will do right to pcrfift iii 
letting me know them : for I cap affure you 
that the gentleman to whom I fend them, 
(bcws them to a numerous acquaintance. 

Not 
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Not that my friend or myfelf intend to make 
any other ufe of them than what will re- 
dound to the good of the publick^ by being 
perfedly acquainted with them. 

Well, faid he, can you find any fault with 
m^ upon that fcore ? Do I conceal any thing 
from you ? You may afliire yourfelf that the 
next vifit you favour me with, I (hall proceed 
to acquaint you with thofe comforts and con- 
Vcniencies of Hfc with which our cafuifts in- 
dulge fuch as would go to heaven without much 
trouble, and make religion fit eafyupon them. 
So that as you have learned hitherto what re- 
lates to particular conditions of men, you (hall 
next know what relates to them in general, 
fo that nothing may be wanting to your per- 
fect inflrudtion. Upon this the Father left me. 

I am, Sir^ &c. 
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SIR, 



Pan% July 3, 1^5^. 



I Will make no more compliments to you, 
than the Father did to me, when I made 
him the laft viiit The moment he faw me, 
he came up to me, and looking in a book 
which he held in his hand, ^* Would not 
^^ 3rou, (aid he, be obliged in thehigheft de* 
^* gree to any one that would open the gate 
^* of PARADISE to you ? Would uot you 
give millions of money for a key that 
would give you admittance whenever you 
pleafed ? But keys are not fo dear, you 
*^ may have an hundred of them at a much 
" cheaper rate/' I could not tell whether 
the good Father was reading or fpeaking to 
me i but he foon removed my doubt by tell- 
ing mc that thofe were the very words that 
begun a fine book of father B a R R y 's, one 
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of his fociety, fm I never^ fays he, Q)eak 
any thing of my oy(m head. What boolc is 
it, (aid I, Father ? The title, faid he, is 
" p ARADi s E opened to Philagie 
^^ by a hundred olfices of devotions to the 
** mother of God, eafy to be perform- 
*' ed." Witt etery one of thofe eafy 
offices. Father, faid I, open the door of 
Heateri ? Yes, faid he: as yott may fee by 
what follows, " As many offices of devo- 
" tion to the mother of God, as you fhall 
'^ find in this book, are fo many keys of 
** heaven, which will infallibly lay open 
** all PARADISE, if you will but make ule 
** of them." And that made him fay at 
the clofe of his book, ^' that the iife of any 
^* oNB of them was enough/' 

Good Father! teach me one of them, 
but let it be one of the eafieft. They are 
all fo, faid he, as for inftance : '^ Salute 
** the Holy Virgin wherever you meet her 
^' image : repeat the little chaplet of the ten 
^* pieafures of the Virgin : pronounce fre- 
^* quently the name of Mary : order the 
" Angels to give your duty to her : wifli to 
/' build more churches to her than have been 
*^ built by all the Kings of the earth put 
** together : wiih her every nwrning a good 

, 1' day. 
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day, and every eveoii}g a good ni^t : fay 
every day the avb m aria in . honour of 
Mary's he akt." ' Which Jaft devotion, 
he fays, will infallibly procure you the hba&t 
of the Virgin. But, Father, faid I, that is 
upon condition that I give her mine. That, 
faid he, is not always pe(:e^ry, efpecially 
when you are too much devotpd tothe;^yorld» 
But hear him himfelf ^^ Npthmg is more 
** juft and equitable than to give heart 
" for HEART, but thine is a little too much 
** attached, too much enflaved to the crea- 
*^ ture. For which reafon, I , dare not in- 
^' vite thee at prefent to offer up to her that 
:" little captive, thy heart." And fq he 
remains contented with the hire Ave ma- 
R I A, which, was all he wanted. You 
will find thefc devotions at page 33, 59, 
145, 156,. 172, 258, and 420. of the 
firft edition. 

' O Father ! cried I, what eafy expedi^qits 

have your cafuifts found out ! Sure after all 

this, no body can ever be damned. Alas ! 

quoth he, I find you do not know how f^r 

• the hardnefs of fome people's hearts will 

carry them ! There are fome who will ne- 

^ver prevail upon themfelves fo much, as 

. to pronounce every day thefe two words, 

- - . " qooD 
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** GOOD MORNING, GOOD NIGHT/^ becaufc 

that cannot be done without fome exercife of 
the memory. And therefore father Barry 
thought himfelf obliged to fupply fuch, with 
ilill EASIER duties, viz. " To wfear night 
^^ and day a chaplet on the arm by way of 
'* bracelet : to carry about one, either the 
** ro(ary of the Virgin, or her pidlure/' 
Thefe are the devotions of page 14, 326, 
and 447. " And now tell me, fays father 
Barry, if to gain the good graces of 
Mary I have not fupplied you with rules 
** that are EASY?'' pag. 106. Father, faid 
I, it is impoflible for any thing to be eaficr. 
Why truly, faid he, it is all, I think, that 
can be done to fave iinners, and I believe the 
work is complete : For to what degree of 
impious frenzy muft that wretch be come, 
that will not employ one moment in his 
whole life to put a chaplet upon his arm, or 
a ftring of beads in his pocket, whereby he 
might fecure his falvatioh with fo much cer- 
tainty, that thofe who have made the experi- 
ment, have found it never to have failed, 
live as diflblutely as they would, though wc 
always advife them to live as well as theycan* 
I will give you but one example, which was 
of a woman [page 34.] who ufing byway of 
Vol. I. O devotion 
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devotion to make a courtcfy every day to 
images of the Virgin, fpent her whole life 
in a courfe of mortal sin, and died in the 
fame ftate, but was faved for all that, by 
virtue of this devotion. How do you know 
that, cried I ? Becaufe, faid he, our Savi- 
our raifed her from the dead on purpofe. So 
fure is it that no one can be damned, while 
he performs any one of thefe hundred offi- 
ces of piety. 

I know very well, faid I, that devotions 
to the Virgin are powerful means of falvation, 
and t|iat the meaneft a£ts of piety to her, are 
of confiderable weight and virtue, when 
they proceed from faith and charity, which 
in all good people we muft fuppofe they do ; 
but to make me believe that fuch trifling de- 
votions without reformation of manners, 
will procure me an hearty convcrfion in my 
laft moments, or, that God will raife mc 
again from the dead, is a doftrine in my 
opinion better fuited to lull the finner afleep 
in his fins by a faife peace, the confequence 
of his groundlefs prefumption, than it is to 
awaken him to a true repentance, which can 
only proceed from the grace and favour of 
God. But^ faid the Father, ** What figni- 
** fies it which way we get to paradise, 

?* provided 
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*^ provided we do but get thither.** As the 
celebrated father Binet, our late provincial, 
has it on a like occafion, in his excellent book 

on ** tWE MARks of PREDESTINAriON,*' 

n. 3 1, p. 130. the fifteenth edition: and who 
in the fame place fAys, *' If we do but takfe 
^* the city of glory, what does it fignify, 
*'*' whether it be by ftorm or ftratagem ?)* 
Not much, faid I, but the queftion is, to 
know if we fhall really go into it. The 
Virgin, faid he, will anfwer for that, as you 
may fee at the end of father Barry's book: 
** If it (hould happen in your laft moments 
** that there ihould be any difturbance in the 
** little republic of your thoughts, or that 
*' the enemy fhould lay any claim to you, 
*' you have no more to do but to tell him 
"^^ that Mary anfwers for you, and that hfc 
•* muft apply to her/' 

But, Father,, would it not puzzle you to an- 
fwer the next queftion ? For in fhort who hath 
afTuf ed us that the Virgin will an fwer for us ? Fa- 
ther Barry, fays he, promifes for her,p* 465. 
As to the advantage and happinefs arifing 
from thence, I will anfwer for them^ and 
engage that the good mother fhall procure 
^* them." Very good j but Fathef, whp 
will an fiver for. father Barry ? That is 9, 

O 2 ' queftion 
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queflion indeed^ faid the Father ; do not you 
know that he is one of our fociety^ and that 
the whole focicty anfwers for all the books 
of it's mcnabers ? If you do not know it, it 
is very proper that you {hould. Let me tell 
you then, that there is &n order in our fociety, 
which forbids all bookfellers to print any work 
of any of our Fathers, without the appro- 
bation of our divines, andpermiflion ofourfu- 
periors. This regulation was made by Henry 
the third^ the loth of May, 1583, and 
confirmed by Henry the fourth, Decem- 
ber 2oth, 1603, and Lewis the thirteenth 
the 1 4th of February, 1 6 1 2 • So that the 
whole body is anfwerable for the writings of 
every one of our Fathers. This is particu- 
lar to us, and that is the reafon that no 
work of OURS appears but what carries with 
it the fpirit of the whole fociety 5 and this 
is what I thought proper to acquaint you 
with. Father, faid I, I am extremely o- 
bliged to you for it, and am lorry I did not 
know it before : for then I fhould have paid 
a greater attention to, and regard for, your 
authors. I would have told you fooner of it 
too, faid he, if I had but met with a pro- 
per opportunity. But Icjt it be of fervice to 
you for the future, and at prefent let us go 

on 
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on with oor fubjeft. I believe I have difco- 
vered to you fuch means of falvation, that 
are e^fy enough, fure enough, ah4 full er 
nough : but our Fathers would be very glad 
that the world woiild iK)t flop at this firft 
round, which requires nothmg but what is 
abfolutely neceflary to falvation. As they are 
perpetually afpiring to promote the glory of 
God to the higheft pitch, they are defirous 
to fpur men on to the greateft degrees of ho- 
llnefs attainable in this life. And becaufe the 
men for this world are commonly turned afidc 
from devotion, by the flrange ideas they 
have imbibed of it, we thought it abfolute- 
ly neceflary to deftroy this firfl and -grand im- 
pediment. In which father le Moine has 
acquired great reputation, by his book intitled 
" AN EASY DEVOTION," which he wrotc 
with that view, and in which he gives you 
the moft delightful pidhjre of devotion that 
can poflibly be drawn. Never man knew 
her fo well as he himfelf ; as is plain from 
the firft words of his book : ** Virtue has ne- 
ver as yet fhewn herfelf to any man. No 
piilure has ever yet been ^ drawn of her, 
^^ that refembles her : it is no wonder that 
^ fo few ft rive to climb the fummit of her 
^* rock, ftie has been painted as a morofe, 

O 3 : *• who 
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'* who lovcs^ nothing but folitudc^ attended 
'* by grief and labour ; and in (hort rcprc- 
*' fcnted a5 an enemy to roirth and divcrfions^ 
** which are the fountains of jpy and the 
^' reli(h of life.'' page 92, 

But, faid I, Father, if I am not miftaken 
we have had fome of the greateft Saints who 
have lived in the extremeft aufterities. That 
is true, faid he, ^^ but we have always feen 
'* too. Saints polite, and Hermits courtiers." 
p. 191, and you will find, p. 86. that the 
difference between them proceeds only frpm 
their humours. Pray mind him ; *^ I do 
not deny but you may fee devotees pale 
and melancholy in coiiftitution, who are 
in love with filence and retirement, 
who have nothing . but phlegm in their 
** veins, and Afh-wednefday in their faces: 
^' but then there are a great many others 
^* who have a more happy complexion, and 
^* who abound in thofe fweet and warm flu- 
^' ids, that kind and pujre blood, from whence 
** fpring the fourccs of joy," 

You fee from hepcc that the love of d^ 
lence and retirement do not belong to all 
Saints in general, but, as I fajd before, is ra-. 
ther an effeft of conftitution than of devoti-* 
pn, Whereas thof? fevere morals that you 

fpeak 
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fpeak of are properly the charader of a fa- 
vage or a brute: and therefore father j.£ 
M oiNE in his feventh book of moral pic- 
tures paints them in the ddiculous and brutal 
dafs of gloomy lunatics. But to give you 
a ftroke or two of his own pencil : *V Such 
an one has no 63^:8 for the beauties either 
of art or nature : defpifes and avoids plea- 
fure as too troublefom a load : at every 
feftival retires to a churchyard : takes more 
delight in a cave, or an hollow tree, than in 
a palace^ or on a throne. Is he injured or 
^^ affronted ? he takes no more notice of it than 
** if he was a ftatue. Honour and glory 
*^ are idols that he knows nothing of, and to 
" which he has no incenfe to offer. A fine 
blooming beauty is to him but a fpedre ; 
and thofe commanding and majeftic eyes, 
thofe inchanting tyrants which lead the 
world captive in voluntary chains, • are as 
ofFenfive to him, as the j^lendor of the 
fun is to the night 6wl." 
Reverend Father, faid I, if you had not 
told me that father le Moine was the au* 
thor of this pifture', I do afTure you, I fhould 
have taken it to have been drawn by fomc 
libertine hand on pur pofe to turn the faints into 
ftrong ridicule. For if this is not the pifture 

O 4 of 
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of a man entirely devoted to fudi fentiments 
as the Gk>rpel commands us to renotince, i 
muft oonfe& I do not know what is. I find^ 
faid th^ Father, that you do not much 
underAand paintings ; for as he iays at the 
clofc of his defcription, " This is only the 
*^ rough draught, or out-lines of a poor and 
<< favage foul, which has none of thefe 
^^ genteel and natural afFedions, which he 
" ought to have." It is in this way that he 
teaches virtue and chriftian philofophy, ac- 
cx>rding to the plan propofed in his book, as 
be tells you in the* advcjrtifement. And in- 
deed it cannot be denied, but that this me- 
thod of handling devotion pleafes the world 
better than what was made ufe of before. 
There is no comparifbn, faid I, between 
them, and I begin to hope you will be as 
good as your word. You will fee more of 
that) faid he, as we go further, I have as 
yet only treated of piety in general. 

But to let you fee in particular, how eafy 
our Fathers have made it ; is it not matter 
of infinite confolation to the proud and am- 
bitious, to be told that at the fame time that 
they indulge an ungovernable paflicm for 
grandeur, that pailion is not incompatible with 
true devotion? 

But, 
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But, faid I, ft^pojEe this lova or paffion for 
grandeur £hottld bsex^eifive ? No matter for 
that, iaid fae^ for it would ftill be oo more 
than a venial fin, except a man defired that 
grandeur merely to have it in his power to fly 
in the face of his Gob and his King with 
left interruption* Now you know that the 
venial fins are no impediments to devotion^ 
fince the greateft faints are not without them. 
Pray mind what Escobar fays^tr. 2. ex. 2. 
m 17. ** Ambition, which is an unruly ap^ 
*f petite for power and great offices^ is 
'^ in itfelf no more than a venial fin > but 
*^ when a man covets this- power and office 
** that he may hurt the flate, or with Icfe 
*' interruption offend the majefty of heaven, 
^^ then thofe external circumilances render it 
*' mortal." 

This dodlrinc, faid I, will agree with 
pride incomparably well : and do not you 
think, faid he, that what Escobar fays will 
agree as well with covetoufncfs ? tr. 5.ex. 5.n. 
1 54. ^^ I know that it is no mortal fin in thofe 
** that are rich not to relieve, with their fu- 
•* , pcrfluities, the poor in their pinching nc- 
*^ ceflities. Scio in gravi pauper um necef-^ 
" Jit ate divites non dando fuperfiua^ non 
" peocare mortaliterr 

In 
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In good truth) (aid I, if that is the cafe, 
I find I underfl-and fins as little as I did 
painting. 

To inArudt you then a little better, faid 
he, in this point ; do not you think that a 
good opinion of one's felf, with a pleafing 
and high con<;eit of all one's aiSions, is one of 
the moft dangerous fins that can be ? And 
would you not be very much furprifed if I 
ihould (hew you, that though this good opi- 
nion (hould be without foundation, it is fo 
far from being a fin, that on the contrary, it 
is a favour and the gift of God. Good God ! 
cried I, is it poflible i Very poflible, faid he, 
as we are taught by our great dodtor Ga- 
RAs SE, in a book of his written in French, 
and intitled, ** A Summary of the principal 
truths of religion." p. 2. p. 419. " The 
laws of jufl:ice, fays he, require that eve- 
ry honeft performance be rewarded either 
by public applaufe or private fatisfadion— 
** When the works of an excellent genius 
" appear, they are juftly rewarded by general 
** approbation. But when a poor genius 
** toils inceflantly to produce fome worthlefs 
•' ridiculous piece, and for that reafon will 
•* never obtain the public applaufe, yet that all 
^^ his pains might not pafs unrewarded, God 

'' gives . 
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'^ gives him a felf-Iatisfadion^ for which It 
** would be an injuftice beyond barbarity to 
envy him. And thus God, who is all 
juft^ denies not even to the frogs the plea-- 
fure of being charmed with their own 
'' mufxc/' 

Well, faid I, thefe are excellent maxims 
in favour of vanity, pride, and avarice, but 
have you no excufe for envy ? ■ That is 
a delicate point, faid the Father; here we 
muft make ufc of father Bauny's diftinc- 
tion in his catalogue of fins, for it is his opi- 
nion, c. 7. p. 123. .of the fifth and fixth 
edition, " That to envy the fpiritual good 
of your neighbour is a mortal sin, but 
to envy his temporal 900D is only a veni- 
al one." Why To, Father ? Becaufe, pray do 
but attend to this, faid he ; "the good that 
" we find in temporal things is fo minute, and 
'* of fo little confequence to heaven, that it 
is of no value in the fight of G o b and 
his faints." But, faid I, Father, if this 
good is {a fmall and of fo little confidera- 
tion, why do you fufFer mankind to mur- 
der one another in defence of it ? You al- 
ways take things wrong, faid the Father, I 
told you that this good was of no price in 
the fight of God, but quite other wife in 

2 the 
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the fight of MAN. I did not think of that, 
faid I ; but I hope, by the help of fuch di- 
ftindions, we fhall have no mortal sins 
remaining in the world. You muft not think 
fo neither, fays he, for there are fbme that 
are alwa3rs mortal by nature^ for inftance, 
IDLENESS. O Father, cried I, if that be 
the cafe all the pleafures of life are gone at 
once. Stop a little, faid he, when you know 
Escobar's definition of it, perhaps you 
will be of another opinion, tr. 2. ex. 2. n. 
81. ^^ Idleness is an uneafinefs that 
fpiritual things (hould be fpiritual ; viz. 
as if any man fhould be forry that the 
facraments are the fountains of grace; 
** which is a mortal sin.*' O Father, 
faid I, fure no man can be fo idle as 
that comes to. Escobar fays fo too, 
faid the Father, a little further, n. 105. 
** I muft own it is very rare that any one 
*' ever falls into the fin of i d l e n e s s." Do 
not you fee now how neceflary it is to 
define things well ? I acknowledge it. Fa- 
ther, faid L and that makes me remember 
your other definitions of assassin a-" 
tion, ambuscade, and superflui- 
ties. But why do not you e^ttcnd this 
method to all forts, of cafes, and give your 

definitions 
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definitions of all kinds of fin$ in fuch a man* 
ncr, that wc may gutify our appetites with* 
out a crime ? 

It is not always neceflary, faid he^ to alter 
the definition of things on that account ; as 
ypu will fee prefendy in the cafe of good 
eadng and drinking, which pafles for one of 
the greateft pleafures in life, and whicl^ £ s- 
coBAR indulges in the following manner, 
n. I02, Praftice of our fociety. ** Is it law- 
ful to cloy one's felf with eating and 
drinking, when there is no neceffity for it, 
only to gratify voluptuoufnefs ?" Yes, cer- 
tainly, according to S a n c h e z ; " If it 
does not hurt your health 5 becaufe it is 
no fin for the natural appetite to delight in 
fuch aftions as are proper to it. An come^ 
dere CS bibere ufque ad fathtatem^ ^fy^^ 
necejfitate^ ad folam "ooluptatem^ Jit pecca-^ 
turn? CumSANcrio negative re fpondeo^ modo 
non objit valetudini : quia licit^ patejl ap-^ 
petitus naturalis fuis a^ibus fruiy 
O Father, faid I, this is the moft com- 
plete paflage, the moft finifhcd principle, 
fraught with the moft indulgent conclufions 
Qf your whole morality. But is not 

GLUTTONY fo much aS a VENIAL SIN? No, 

faid he, it is none in the manner I tell it you y 

but 



<c 



186 L E T T E R IX. 

but you may make it one, accordifig to E s- 
coBAR, n. 56. " If without any rcafon for 
it you ftuff yourfelf with meat and drink 
till you vomit : Si quis fe ufque ad vomi^ 
" tumtngurgitety 

But enough upon this head. I will now 
proceed to the eafy methods we have invented 
to avoid fin ip the converfation and intrigues 
of the world. And here the greateft diffi- 
culty is to avoid lying, efpecially when you 
would be glad to get credit for a falfity. Now 
in that cafe our doftrine of eqjji vocals is 
the fineft thing in the world. By which 
«« you may make ufe"^ of ambiguous terms, 
« to be underftood in a different fenfe from 
" what you underfland them in yourfelf." 
As Sanchez fays, op. mor. p. 2. 1. 3. c. 6.n. 
1 3 . I know that. Father, faid L Wliy indeed 
continued he, we have publifhed it fo fre- 
quently that every body knows it. But can 
you tell what to do when you cannot find 
E QUI VOCALS? No, faid I. I thought fo, 
fays he, it is a new doftrine of mental 

RESERVATIONS, which SANCHEZ gives US 

in the fame place : *' A man (fays he) may 
" take an oath that he has not done fuch or 
•* fuch a thing, though he acti/ally 
** HAS done it ; by faying to himfelf that he 
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*' did not do it on fuch a day, or before he 
" was born ; or by concealing any fimilar 
" circumftance, which the words he makes 
** ufe of will convey no fenfe to difcover; 
which is very ufeful in abundance of cafes^ 
and is always extremely juft when it is ne- 
ceflary or profitable to your health, wealth, 
*^ or honour/' 

How Father, faid I, is not that not only 
a lie, but perjury too? No, faid he, as 
Sanchez proves in the fame place ; and 
FiLiuTiustoOjtr. 25. c. ii.n. 331, becaufc 
•'it is the INTENTION that conftitutes the 
". quality of the action." And he there gives 
you, ri. 328. another furer method to avoid 
telling lies, viz. after you have faid aloud, 
" I SWEAR I did not do it, you may 
•' fay foftly, today. Or when you have 
** faid aloud, I swear, fay foftly, I say, 
** and then go on in an audible voice with, 
•* that I did not do it." I hope you per- 
ceive that this is telling the truth. I own 
it, faid I, but upon enquiry it will be found 
perhaps that it is telling truth foftly, and 
a lie aloud« But I am afraid there are 
few people that have prefence of mind e- 
npugh to put this method in pradice. Oh ! 
faid he, " For the benefit of fuch as do not 

*' know 
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** know how to make ufe of thefc rcftric- 
^^ tionSy pur cafuifts tell us in the fame place, 
^^ that the lie may be faved by fimply af* 
*^ firming that they did not do what they 
^' have don£ : provided in general they in- 
** tended to give that turn to what they 
*^ fay which a cleverer man would have 
" given." 

Come, faid the Father, fpeak the troth. 
Has not your ignorance of this dodrime of 

MENTAL RESERVATION VCry oftCU Cm- 

barrafTed you ? I muft own, faid I, fometimes 
it has. And will not you own. too, added he, 
that it would often be very convenient to be 
'allowed in confcience to break your word now 
and then ? Ay fure, faid I, the greateft in 
the world. Why then mind what E s c o- 
BAR fays, tr. 3- ex^ 3. n. 48. where he 
gives this general rule, " Promifes do not 
** bind a man that has no intention to be 
bound by them. And it is very fare for a 
man to have that intention, except he 
confirms his promife by oath, or bond : 
for when a man only lays, I will do fo or 
•^ fo, he means if his mind does not alter, for 
^* we muft not liippofe that he intends (by 
" what he faid) to deprive himfelf of his 
" liberty. He gives you fome other rules 
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liefides thk^ which you may fee yourfelf, a^d 
iat the concJufion he fays^ ** This is all fek- 
** en from Mol i n a, and our other authors : 
*^ Omnia ex M01.1N A & aliit.*' And there^ 
fore you cannot difpute the truth of it. 

Good Father, cried I, I never knew be- 
fore' that the direction OF THE INTEN- 
TION could make promifes of none efFed! 
You fee, quoth the Father^ this makes deal- 
ing with the world very eafy. Btit^ what 
kas given us the greateft perplexity, was to 
legulate the converfation between men and 
women^ for our cafuifts are more referved on 
the article of chaftity^ Not but that they 
handle feveral queftions that are very curious 
and very indulgent^ but chiefly to married 
WomeUj or fuch as are betrothed* And here 
I learned the moft extraordinary queftions 
tiiat ever entered into the heart of man to 
conceive. He £hewed me enough of them 
to fill fcveral letters, but I will not fo much 
as point out the citations, for as you fhov/ 
my letters to all forts of perfons, I (hould be 
forry to expofc the paflages to fuch ^s havd 
no farther view than to make ufe of them ftit 
their own diverfion. 

. The only thing I can venture to mention 
q£ what he (hewed me in their writings, and 

Vol. L P thoft 



cc 

Cf 

cc 



190 LETTER IX. 

thofe in French too, is what you may fee 
in father Baun y*s Summary of fins, p. 165* 
where he explains fome certain little priva- 
cies, which he cxcufes, provided you di- 
rect: your intention right, viz. how to pals 
for a gallant j and you will be furprifed to 
find there, p. i48i a do6trine of morality 
touching the power which he fays daughters 
have to difpofe of their virginity without con- 
fent of father or mother. His words arc 
thefe : " When the daughter confents to the 
fadt, though the Father has reafon to com- 
plain, yet neither the daughter, nor the 
man to whom fhe proftituted herfelf, have 
'^ done the father any harm, or violated ju- 
** ftice with refpedt to him. For her virgini- 
ty is as much her own as her body, and 
{he may do what (he pleafes with that, ex- 
cept killing herfelf, or cutting ofi^ any of 
her members/* By this pafiage you may 
judge of the reft. Upon this I recolledted a 
paflfage of an Heathen Poqt, who was a bet- 
ter cafuift than the father Jefuits. For he 
fays, " That the virginity of the daughter 
does not belong wholly to herfelf 5 that 
one part belongs to the father, and ano- 
** ther to the mother, without whole con- 
*^ fcnt (he cannot fo much as difpofe of her- 
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** felf even in matrimony.'* And I qiief- 
tion if there be any judge in the world whd 
would take father Bauny's maxim for law. 

This is all that I can tell you of a difcourfd 
which lafted fo long that I was obliged to de« 
fire the Father to change the fubje<^ i he did 
fo, and entertained me with themethod of re-* 
gulating womens apparel in the following man^ 
ner. We will fay nothing, faid he, of fuch 
women as drefs with an impure intention! 
but as for others^ Escobar declares, tn i* 
ex. 8* n. 5. " That if they drefs. without a-* 
*^ ny ill defign, merely to gratify the natural 

inclination they have to vanity : O^ natu-^ 

ralem fajitis inclinafionem *, it is but at 
** moft either a venial fini-or indeed no fin 
«' at all/^ ' 

And father BAtTN Y tells us in his accouht 
of fms, ch. 46. p; 1694* " That though 
** a woman knew what bad effects the nice 
** care fhe tcjok in drefling herfelf out, 
** would have on the bodies and fouls oi 
*' thofe who (hould gaze upon her when fefi 
** off with all the pompous ornaments and 
** riches of attire, there would be no Gh 
•* however in her to wear them. And fays', 
•V that, amongft others, our father Sanche* 
J^ is of the {ame opinion." 
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192 LETTER IX. 

But, Father, faid I, what anfwer do your 
authors make to thofe paflages in Scripture, 
which exclaim with fo much vehemence a- 
gainft the leaft tendency of that nature ? Oh, 
faid he, Lessius has apfwered that very 
learnedly in his treatife De juft. 1. 4, c. 4. 
d. 14. n. 114. where he fays, " That 
** thofe paflages of Scripture were inftrudtions 
that concerned only the ladies of that 
time, who by their modefty were to fet an 
edifying example to the Heathen.*' 
Where did he learn that, faid I ? No 
matter where, faid he j it is enough that the 
fentiments of fuch great men are probable 
always in themfclves. But, father le Moinb 
has put a reflridtion upon this general licenfe, 
for he will not bear it; ; he will not fufFer it 
in old women ; as you may fee in his easy 
DEVOTION, p. 127, 157, 163. "Young 
ladies have a natural right to adorn their 
perfons ; they are allowed to drefs at a 
^* time that is the very verdute and bloom 
:•* of youth. ^ But then they muft ftqp thercj 
** for it would be abfurd and unfeafonable to 
" look for rofes in the (how : and ftars only 
** ought to fhine conftantly at balls, becaufk 
f^ they alone have the gift of perpetual youths 
^^ The bell way therefore in this cafe is, to 
, v. , , ** confult 
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confult reafbn and a faithful looking glafs^ 
to yield to decency and neceffity, and with- 
draw when night comes on/* 
That is certainly the judgment, faid I. 
But, continued he, to let you know what 
care our Fathers have taken of every^ thing, 
1 muft tell you, that allowing women a li- 
berty to game, and forefeeing that this li- 
berty would frequently be of no ufe to them, 
except they were allowed money to fup- 
port their play, Escobar has eftablifh- 
ed another maxim in favour of the la- 
dies, which you will find in his chapter of 
thieving, tr. i. ex. 9. h. 13, *^ A married 
" woman may take the liberty to game, 
*^ and for that purpofe may fteal money from 
** her hufcand.'* 

Upon my word, Father, what you faid 
lafl: is quite complete. Not fo very complete 
neither, faid he, for there are feveral othejr 
things behind ; but I will leave them now to 
proceed to maxims of more importance, and 
which make all our holy offices or duties 
quite eafy to us ; as for example, the ^man- 
ner of hearing mafs. Our great divines, 
Caspar Hurtado, De facr, t. 2. d. ^, 
dift. 2. and Con INK, q.. 83. a. 6. n. 197^ 
have taught us on this fubjed,. that '* A bo- 
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^^ dily prcfencc at mafs is fufficicnt, thougb 
f' the mind fhould be abfcnt, provided » 
^' refpeftful countenance and deportment bo 
^* outwardly preferved." And Va s qjj ez 
goes ftill farther; for he fays, *^ You may 
^^ fulfil the command of hearing mafs thougl^ 
f^ you are refolved not to hear it at alj/^ 
You have all this like wife in Escobar, 
tr. I, ex. !!• n, 74, and loy. and again^ 
%v. I. ex. I. n. 1 16. which he explains by 
the ej^aniple of fuch as are forced to go tq 
piafs, but with a formed exprefs refolution . 
not tp mind one word of it. Sincerely, .fai4 
I, Father, I would not believe a fyllable of 
^his if any body elfe had told me fo. Why 
truly, faid he, that aflertion flood in need of 
the authority of thefe great men, as well as 
what Escobar fays, tr. i. ex. 11. n. 31, 
viz. ^' That an evil defign, fuch as lafcivious 
** gazing upon women \vith an impure defire, 
*• joined with the defign to hear mafs as on© 
*' ought to do, is no impediment to the full 
^* difcharge of that duty: Nee obeft aliapravck 
f^ intentioy ut afpiciendi libidinofe fceminas'^ 
But our learned Turrianus has obliged 
ps with fomethipg that is more commodious, 
flil}, Sejedt. p. 2. d, 16. dub. 7. *t You may 
^* hear half a m^fs pf one prieft, and after* 
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<^ wwcU hear the other half of ajaother j nay 
*^ you may heaf the end of one mals firft^ 
*^ and go afterwards to the beginning of an^ 
*' other/' Yet further flill. " You may 
•^ hear two halves of a ^nafs at the fame 
time^ from two different priefts, which is, 
when one begins mafs, and the other is at 
the elevation [of the ho/l.] Becaufc your 
attentioa may be applied to both parts at 
once, and two half mafles (you know) 
" make a whole one. Dua medietaUs unam 
•* mi (jam conjiituuntj' The fame is aflcrted 
by f^thqr Bauny, tr. 6. q. 9. p* 312. 
by HuRTAOo de facr, to. 2, de mifla, d'. 5. 
" difF. 4, by AzQTius, p. i. I. 7. cap. 3. 
q. 3. and Jaftly by EscoBAii, tr. i.ex, ij. 
n. 73. in his chapter of '* The praftice of 
hearing mafs according to our fociety," 
And you will fee the confequences that he 
draws frojA thence, in the feveral editions of 
the f^me book, printed at Lyons in the years 
1644 and 1.646, in tbefe words: ** Frora 
thence I conclude that one may hear mais 
in a very (hort time : as when, for example, 
you light upon four mafles at once fo well 
timed, that when the firft begins, the fe- 
cond may be at the Gofpel, the third a,t 
*^ the Confecration, and the laft at the Com- 

P 4 y munion,;" 



<€ 



<C 
<C 
<C 
(C 



^96 LETTER IX. 

^^ munion/' At that rate, father, faid I^ 
bne might hear mafs at Notredame in an in- 
flant. You fee tjien, faid he, that nathing 
could be better invented to n^ake this duty 
cafy. 

And now I will fhew you in what man- 
ner they have fmoothed over the afperity of 
the Sacraments, but particularly that of pe- 
nance. It is here the condu^ of the Fa^r 
thers of our order difcovers to us their moft 
favourable, n^oft ipdulgent, and benevolent 
difpofition; and you will wonder to find, how 
that devotion, which aftonifhed the whole 
*w6rld^ {hould be explained by pur Fathers 
with fo much prudence, ** That having de- 
^* molifhed that fcare-crow which the devil 
r- had placed at the entrance, they have renr 
^* dered penance lefs figid than vice, and 
^^ more eafy than vpluptuoufnefs/* So that 
(toufe the cxpreflion of fathef l? Moine, 
in his Eafy pevQtion, p. 244, and 291.) 
•^ Simple life is incomparably mprc difficult 
^* than a life of devotion.-' 

Is not that a wonderful change ? What fay 
you ? Truly, Father, faid I, I cannot help 
telling you a piece of my mind. I am a- 
fraid you are taking wrong meafures ; and I 
^oubt this indulgence Ayill ^ock poore than it 
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will pleafe. For the mafs, for inftance, is 
fo great and fo holy a things that your au- 
thors would lofe all credit in the opinion of 
abundance of people, were ' they only to fee 
in what manner you treat it. What you fay 
is true enough, faid the Father, of ibme fort 
of people 5 but do not you know that we 
accommodate ourfelves to all forts ? Surely 
joij have ^rgot what I fo often told you on 
this fubjedl : but I will talk farther to you 
upon it the firft leifure opportunity, for which 
r?afon I (ball at prefent put off what I in- 
tended to fay about the manner of making 
confeffion eafy to another opportunity^ when 
I (hall make the point fo clear to you that 
you will never forget it. 

Upon this we parted : and I am inclined 
to believe that our next converfation will turn 
^pon Jcfuits POLITICS. 

I am. Sir, ^c, 
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fzxkj Aug. 2. 165^ 

SIR, 

THOUGH I am not yet come to the 
very body of the politics of the 
foclety, yet I am come to one of it*s prin- 
cipal members ; where you will difcQvex 
thofe tender alleviations of confeflion, which 
without all difpute eftablifh the beft method 
the Jefuits could ever have pitched upon tp 
pleafe all and rebuff none. This point was 
to be cleared before we could proceed 5 for 
which reafon the good Father thought pro^ 
per to acquaint me with it in the following 
manner. 

You have feen, faid he, from all that I 
have hitherto told you, with what fuccefs 
cur Fathers have beep labouring by their 
fuperipr genius to ihew, that men may do 
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^l^undance of things innocently now, wjiich 
in former days were thought to be forbidden* 
Svt, as there ftUl rcoiains fome fort of fins 
that will admi^ of no excufe, and for which 
$here is no other remedy but confeffion, i^; 
lyas thought neccffary to foften the difficuU 
j^es thereof by the foUowipg methods. 

After having ihewn you, f^d he, in all 
pur former converfations, th^t the way to re« 
qiove the fc^fuples of troubled confciences was 
by demonftrating that what has hitherto been 
thought a fin, is no iin ,at a!l 3 it remains 
in this prefent difcourfe to acquaint you witH 
a method of expiating real and undoubted 
fins in an eafy way, by making confeffion 
jtfelf as eafy now, as it was difficult here-, 
tofore. Pray Father, faid I, how can that 
be? By thofe admirable fubtilties, faid he, 
that are peculiar to our fociety, and which 
our Fathers in Flanders call (in a book inr 
titled IMAGO PuiMi sEcuLi, 1. 3. or* 
I. p. 401. and 1. !• c. 2.) *' Pious and holy 
*^ frauds, a confecrated craft of devotion : 
** Piam G? religiofam c alii di tat em : et pie-* 
^^ tatis folerfiam^ in.l. 3. c. 8." It is by 
means qf thefe inventions, '* That crimes 
** now a- days are blotted out alacrius^ with 
^' greater joy and reliih,'than ever they were 
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•* committed ; fo that many people wafti out 
*^ their fins in as little time as they commit 
*' them : Plurimi vix citius maculas contra-- 
*^ hunt^ quam eluunt :" as you may fee in 
the fame place. Good Father, faid I, teach 
toe fome of thofe falutary devices, thofe pi- 
ous frauds, as you call them. We have a 
great number of them, replied the Father, 
for as there are a great many painful things 
in confeflion, we muft apply proper leni- 
tives to all. And becaufe the principal griev- 
ances in confeflion are, the fhame of dif- 
covering fome fort of fins, the care to be 
taken to divulge all the circumflances, the pe- 
nance that mufl be fuffered, the refolution 
to fall back into fin no more, the avoiding all 
occafions that lead to it, the forrow and re- 
gret for having committed it : I hope tode- 
monflrate to you, that now there is nothing 
vexatious, nothing grievous in all this, 
fuch care has been taken to remove all that 
was bitter, harfh, or unpalatable in fo necef- 
iary a remedy. 

Let us begin with the pain it mufl give to 
confefs fome fort of fins : as you know that 
oftentimes it is of great importance to have 
your confefTor think well of you, is it not 
iucky (think ye) that our Fathers, Esco- 
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BAR and SuAREz, tr. 7. a. 4. n. 135; give 
you leave ** To have two confeilbrs, one for 
niorta> Ikis, and the other for venial j ia 
order to preferve a gooi> reputation 
with your ORDINARY confessor: Uti 
bonam famam apud ordinarium tueatur z 
** Provided a man docs not. take occafion from 
** thence to continue Jn a ftate of mortal 
*^ fins/' And a little farther he [Suarez] 
tells you another ingenious expedient, by 
which you may make a proper ufe of your 
conJEeflbr at the very time of confeffion, with* 
out his being able to difcover if the fin be 
committed fince your laft confei3ion or not. 
** This is done, fays he, by making a ge- 
** ral confeffion, and interlarding your laft 
fin with fuch as you defign to accufe your- 
felf of by the lump." He fays the fame, 
Princ. ex. 2, n. 73. And I perfuade myfelf 
you will own, that father Bauny's decifion, 
Theol. mor. tr. 4. q. 15. p* 137. is very 
comfortable to fuch as are afliamed to con* 
fefs their repeated relapfes. It is this. ** Ex- 
cept in certain cafes, which feldom hap- 
pen, the cohfeflbr has no right to afk if 
the fin you confefs be habitual or not : 
nor, if he docs, are you obliged to mak^ 
^* him any anfwer j becaufe he has no right 
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** to put his peniteht to the fhame of divulg- 
^^ ing his frequent relapfes/' 

How ! Father, you may as well fay that 
a phyfician muft not afk his patient how 
long he has had a fever. Do not all fins 
differ according to their different circumflan- 
ces ? And ought liot a true penitent to dif- 
clofe to his confeflbr the whole ftate of his 
Confcience, with the fame fincerity, and 
opennefs of heart, as if he was fpcaking to 
Jesus Christ, whofe place the priefl, at 
that time, fupplies ? But how far from this 
difpofition mufl he be, who conceals his 
frequent relapfes, to hide the enormity of 
his fin ! 

I faw the good Father fo much embarrafl 
fed, that inflead of refolving the difficulty, 
he endeavoured to evade it, by inflrufting 
me in another rule of their order, which on- 
ly eflablifhes a frefh miflake, without refti- 
fying, in the leaft, father Bauny's decifion, 
which, in my opinion, is one of the mofl per- 
nicious maxims, calculated to confirm fin- 
ners in their vicious habits, that ever yet was 
broached in the world. I own, faid the 
Father, that habit augments the malignity, 
but does not change the nature of fin : and 
that is the reafon why the penitent, ac- 
cording 
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cording to this rule of our fociety, is not 
obliged to confefs: Escobar, Princ. ex. 
n. 39. aflerts, " That no one is obliged to 
** confefs the circumftances that aggravate 
** his fin, but thofe only that alter the fpeciei 
« of it. • 

By this rule father Gran ados fays, in 

5. par. cont. 7. tr. 9. d. 9. n. 22. " If any 
<* one has eaten flefli in Lent, he may accufo 

himfelf of breaking the faft, without fay- 
ing whether it was by eating flefh, or 
making two meals of meager food." And 
according to father Reginald, tr. i. l\ 

6. c. 4. n. 1 14. ** A forcerer who praftif- 
eth diabolical arts, is not obliged to con- 
fefs the circumftance, but only to declare 

** that he deals in divination, without ex- 
plaining whether by chiromancy or bycoiii- 
patl: with the devil." And Fagundez, 
another of our fociety, tells you, p. 2. 1. 4. c. 
3. n. 17. ** A man need not confefs the cir- 
^* cumftahi^s of a rape, if the girl was eafy 
" under fucn circumftances." You will fee 
all this in our father Escobar at the fame 
place, n. 41. 61. 62. with feveral other 
very curious decifions upon circumftances that 
tnay be concealed at confeflion, which you 
may read at leifure. 

Thcfe, 
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Thcfcj faid I, are very commodious db^ 
VICES OF DEVOTION indeed I nicely adapted | 
truly ! But all that, faid he, would fignify no*^ 
thing, if we had not alfo found out a way to 
footh the rigour of penange, which is one 
of the greateft enemies 10 confeflion. But 
at prefent, (after what we have maintained 
in our thefes of Ciermont-coUege) the moft 
delicate and fcrupulous have nothing to fear 3 
for we affert, ^* That if the confeflbr im- 
** pofes a proper penance, convenientem^ not- 
withftanding which it fhould be rejeSed, 
yet he [the penitent] who rejects it may 
'^ leave the confeflional, and renounce as 
** well the abfolution as the penance enjoin- 
*^ ed." And Escobar fays further, m the 
Praftice of penance, according to our foci- 
•cty, tr. 7. ex. 4. 188. ** That if the pc- 
•* nitent declares that he will put off his pe- 
^* nance to another world, and fufFer in pur- 
^* gatory the punifhmcnt due to his fins, the 
confeflbr in that cafe is to enjoin, but a 
flight penance, (efpccially if he knew the 
penitent would not fubmit to an heavier) 
y and that only to prefervc the Sacrament 
f * entire and it's due efficacy." 

If fo, faid I, there is no reafon to call 
fonfefllon the Sacrament of penance. That 
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k your miflake, faid he, for we always erijoiil 
fome fort or other fbr fotm faktf . 

But, Father, do you thihk that a than de-^ 
ierves abfolution, who will fuller no fort of 
afHidion, though to expiate his offences ? 
And, when men are in fuch a temper, ought 
you not rather to retain, than remit their 
lins > Have you a jufl idea of the extent of 
your miniftry, and do not you know that 
you have power to loofe and to bind ? Da 
you think it is lawful to give abfolution in* 
differently to all who will demand it, before 
you know if Jesus Christ loofes in heaven 
thofe whom you loofe upon earth ? 

What, fays the Father, do you think we 
do not know, ** That the confeflbr ought to 
make himfelf judge of the difpofition of 
his penitent, as well becaufe he is obliged 
not to difpenfe the Holy Sacraments to the 
unworthy, Jesxts Christ having com- 
manded him not to give the childrens 
bread unto dogs, as becaufe he is a judge, 
and it is the duty of a judge to judge juft- 
ly^ by abfolving fuch as are worthy of it, 
and binding fuch as are unworthy ; and 
likewife becaufe he ought not to forgive 
" thofe whom Jesus Christ condemns ?*' 
Pray, Father, whofe words are thefe laft ? 
Vol. I. Q^ Fil?utius 
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FiL,iuTiu6 the Jcfuit's, replied the Fatlier^ 
to. I. tr. 7. n. 354. You furprizeme, faid 
I, I thpught they ha4 come from one of the 
Fathers gf the Church. This paffage ought 
to ipjike confpflprs tremble, and be very care- 
ful how they difpenfe this Sacrament, by en- 
quiring into the fufBciepcy of the penitent's 
forrow, apd if his promifes to avoid fin for 
the future be fuch as may be taken. There 
IS no trouble at all in that, replied the Fa- 
ther; Fil'iuTius h^s taken particular care to 
piake the confeffors eafy, and therefore, juft 
after the words cited abpve, acquaints you with 
this eafy method how to come off. " . A con-? 
feffor need be in no pain about the diipo- 
fition of his penitent. For if he does not 
give fufEcient marksr of forrow, the con-* 
** feffor may afk him if be has not a de^* 
" teftation of fin in his hpart: if he fays, 
*^ yes, the confeffor is obliged to believe 
** him. The fame is to be faid of his refo* 
luticns for the future, except in cafes of 
refiitution, or avoiding the next tempta«^ 
tion." As for this paflage, Father, faid 
I, it is FiLiuTius's plain enough. That 
is another miftake of yours, faid the Father^ 
for he took it all word for word out of SuA-r 
REz, in par. 3. to. 4. difp. 32. fe<a. 2. n. z. 
I • But 
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' Biit b this laft paflage, faid I, FiLiu- 
Tius dcftro5rs what he had faid in the firft* 
For the confcflbr will hare it no longer in his 
power to judge of the difpofition of his peni- 
tent«i fince he is obligeci to believe them on 
their bare aflcrtions, though they give no fuf- 
ficient mark of repentance. Is there (6 much 
certainty in what they fay, that their bare 
aflertion alone will amount to an evident coii- 
vidlion ? I doubt very much whether your 
Fathers have found by experience, that all 
who promifed them, have been as good as 
their words ; I am apt to think they have 
ofteii met with inftances to the contrary. No 
matter for that, faid the Father, the confef- 
for is ftill obliged to believe them. For fa- 
ther Bauny, who has examined this point 
to the bottom, in his Summary of fins, c. 
46. p. 1090, 1 09 1 and 1092, concludes 
That at all times when relapfing penitents, 
who have (hewn no amendment, (hall go 
to a confeflbr, and tell him they are forry 
** fot their fins, and purpofe to lead a new 
^* Kfe, he ought to believe them, though 
^' it is to be preftinied that fuch refolu- 
** tions proceeded only from the lips out- 
*• wafd. And though they run afterwards 
** into greater Hcentioufnefs, and greater ex- 
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** cefs than ever in crimes of the fame na* 
turc, ncvcrthclefs, in my opinion, a con* 
feflbr may give them abfolution/' And now 
J prefume all your fcruplcs are removed. 

But, Father, faid I, methinks it is a little 
hard upon the confeilbrs to make them be«- 
lieve juft the contrary of what they fee. 
You do not take the thing right, faid he, the 
true fenfe and meanmg is, that they are o- 
bliged to ad: and abfolve as if they believed 
the refolution firm and conftant, though in 
reality they do not believe one word of the 
matter. And this is what Filiutius and 
SuAREZ explain in cdnfequence of the paf- 
fages juft cited above. For after having 
faid, ** That the prieft is obliged to believe 
** his penitent upon his word j" they add, 
** That it is not necel&ry for the confeflbr 
to believe that his penitent will keep his 
refolution, or think that there is any pro- 
bability that he will : but, it is enough if 
'^ the confeflbr thinks that his penitent has at 
that inftant the deiign to do if in general, 
though in a little time he is likely to relapfe 
*' again. And this is the doctrine of all 
** our authors : Ifa docent omnes autoresr 
And will you doubt of a thing taught by all 
our authors ? But^ faid I^ what will become 
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of what father Petau was obliged to ac- 
knowledge himfelf in his preface to Pen. 
publ. p. 4. viz. ^* That the Holy Fathers, 
" Doiftors, and Councils agree to this as a 
^* certain truth, that the repentance pre- 
^^ paratOTy to the Holy Eucharift fhould be 
*^ fincere, conftant, coiiragious, not indo- 
'* lent, lluggifli, or fubjed: to relapfe ?" Do 
not you fee, fays the Father, that Pe- 
tau is talking of the PRIMITIVE CHURCH; 

which (to ufe the expreflion of our Fathers) 
is at prefent fo much out of date, that 
according to father Bauny, tr. 4. q, 15. p. 
95. the contrary is the only true doftrine: his. 
words are thefe, *^ There are fome autl^ors 
*^ who fay, that abfolution fhould be refuf- 
ed to fuch as frequently relapfe into the 
fame fins, eipecially if after frequent abfo^ 
** lutions, ao figns of amendment appear ; 
^^ others fay no. But the only true opinion 
" is, that they ought not to be denied abfolu- 
^* tion : and though they are not at all the bet- 
ter for all the good advice which has been 
oftem given them 5 though they have not 
kept the promifes which they made ta 
" lead a new life ; nor taken any pains to 
•' wafli away their fins ; no matter foe all 
*^ that J and let others fay what theypleafe, 

0^3 «: the 
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^' the true opiiuoi^ «nd ^Hdi Qugho te> bsi 
^^ fbllowedi is. that in aU thefe ea^es thejp 
*' ought to. he ahfpked,^ And tr. 4. q. Z2. 
p. 1 00. *^ No coofeflEw: fhpuld reftife or de^ 
<< lay abfolutiou to fuch a9 are in ODnftam ha^ 
^' bits of tcanfgreiSpg the laws of God, of 
** nature, and the Chucch^ though no 00c fee^ 
^^ any hopes of amendnjent : Etfi emmda^ 
** tionis futures nulla /pes appareat.*' 

But, Father, faid l^ might not this af^ 
iiirance of being always abiblved, inctino 
finners to-r- ? , I underftaiid you, &id he^ 
interruptmg me, but li^n to father Bau«« 
NY, q. 1$. ^\ One may abfolve the man 
■^ who £hali own and. confef^ that the hopes 
*' of abfolution had inclined him. to fin with 
^^ lefs reku^ance than he fhould have doner 
♦* without that hope." And faffaer Caus^t 
S(iN, abetting this proportion, p% 2 1 1. of his 
^fwer to Theol. Mor. fays, ^* That if the 
^' do<ftrine aboveraentioned was not true, the 
^' greateft part of mankind would be ezcludr 
^^ ed from the beneficial ufe of confeffion ; 
^' and finners would have no other remedy but 
^'* to go and hang themfclves/' O Father, iaid 
Ijthefe maxims will- croud your confcffionals, 
You cannot imagine^ faid he, what numbers 
qome ; ^^ wc arp tppd ai)d fqueezed almoft 
... ' '' ' * ^ ^iqi 
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** t6 death witli them : Pcenitentium numero^ 
^^ ohriimur :** as if is expfefled in the Image 
ot our firft age, t. 3. c. 8, I know a very 
t^fy method, faid I, to rid you of that trou- 
ble 5 you have" riblhing to do biit oblige fin- 
nefs to forfake the more innnediate occaiioiig 
6r falling. That one expedient will eafe yoi| 
prddrgioiifly. We do not ' want eafing fp 
much, faid the Father, for on the contrary, 
as ydti will find in flie fame book, 1. j. t. 7, 
?• 374* ^* ^^^ fociety has riotliing elfe iq 
^* viev^ but to work and labour to eftablifh 
•* virtue 5 fo make vv^ar againft vice, and ad- 
f ** mtnifter falvatioii to the fouls 0/ toahy." 

But as there are few fouls that will forfakc 
the more immediate occafions of fin, it was 
thought proper to explain what' was meant by 
the more imriiediiafe occafions ; as may be 
fcen in Escobar's Pradtice of biir fociety, 
iu j\€k\ 4. n. 226. " V(^e do not call an 
*** occafi'on iMM-EiiATE, vsrhen we* trarif- 
^^ griefs but feldorii, fuch as committing fol- 
ly with a woman in the houfe where you 
five, three or four times a year, through 
^ a fiidckn criiotiori/* Or according to fa- 
ther Bauny in his French book, " once 
OR TWICE A month/*^ p. ioS'a. and a- 
gaii^^. 1089. where he afks this queftion : 

0^4 l^What 
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^^ What moft we do with mafters and maids^ 
^^ and coufins of both fexes, who live toge^ 
^' ther under the £une roof, and by that means 
** mutually fblidt each other to fin ?" Why, 
fays I, you muft part them. Father B a unit 
fays fo too, ** If they transgress 

^* OFTEN, AND ALMOST EVERY DAY, 

but if by living together they offend but 
feldom, as once or twice a month, and 
they cannot be parted widiout great incon- 
veniency and detriment to both, a confef- 
for may give them abiblution, (according 
to thefe cafuifts, and Suarez among the 
^^ reft) provided they proinife to fin no more, 
'^ and are heartily forry for all that is paft/' 
I knew' what he meant very well : ^r he 
had told me before that the confeflbr ought 
to be fatlsfied with a bare promife and a ver- 
bal forrow, 

And more than that, fays he, father Bau- 
NY, p. 1083 and 1084, gives leave to fuch 
as are engaged in thofe more immediate oct 
cafions, ** To continue therein when they 
^' cannot part with them without becoming 
^* thcmfelvcs the fubjcft of difcourfe to the 
^^ world, or being prejudiced thereby/* He 
fays the fame in his Moral Theology, tr. 4, 
pc Pcenit, q. 14. p. 94, and q, 13. p. ^3, 
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f* That a pricft may and ought to give ab- 
^^ folution to a woman who has a man in 
*^ her houfe with whom ihe frequently com*- 
^^ mits iniquity, if fhe cannot get free of .hino^ 
" handfomly, • or has fome reafons for kcep- 
*^ ing him with her : Si non foteji bonejii eji-* 
" ctrCy aut habeat aliquam caufam retinendi: 
*^ provided flie does but intend to have no 
^* farther criminal converfe with him." 

Oh my good Father, faid I, if finners arc 
not . obliged to quit occafions but when they 
jfuffei: by them, the obligation to quit them is 
not very grievous. But, I fuppofe at leaft, 
that the Jefuits oblige them to part, when it 
may be done without any manner of trou- 
ble ? Yes, yes, faid the Father, though even 
then there is an exception : for father Bau- 
NY fays in the fame place ; ** Any man may 
•* go into a bawdy houfe in order to convert 
*^ fome of the moft difTolute women of plea- 
*^ fure, though it is very likely that he fall 
*^ into fin himfelf ; cfpecially if by former 
*V trials frequently made, he found himfelf 
too weak to refift their perfonal charms, 
or feducing allurements ; and though ther^ 
are fome do<£tor$ that do not approve of 
this opinion, and who believe that a man 
!* pught ngt voluntarily to run his own foul 



cc 
cc 

«C 



ai4 L E T T £ It X.' 

•• into da»iger, to lave his neighbbifrs : 
^ ytt, ncverthefefs, for myoWA patt, t Can- 
•* not hc!p embracing this opinion, though 
^ they oppofc it/* 

This, faid I, Father, is quite a new doc- 
trine, and a new fet of preachers. But what 
authority has father BAtTNY to fend miMon- 
aries to preach in ftews ? one of B a s i l e 
Ponce's principles, faid h^c, which is quoted 
in the fame page, and which I befieve you rhay 
remember, I mentioned before, viz. " A 
•• perfon may feek temptation diredtly and 
" for itfelf, 'printb et fer fe^ to promote the 
** temporal or fpiritual good of himfelf of 
•* nei^bour." Thefe paflages created fiicli 
an horror in me, th^t I was going to brealt 
off the converfatibn : bur 1 contained myfelf 
in order ta fee the end of it ; and* only faid^ 
what agreement is there between this doc- 
trine, and that of the Gofpel, ** which o- 
•* bligeth us to pluck out our eyes, and* de- 
^ bar outfelves even of neceflarids, when 
** prejudicial to our falvation ?" Arid* how 
can you conceive, that a mart who lives in a 
voluntary intimacy with fin, can defeflrit fin- 
cerely as he ought to do ? On the contrary^ 
is it not clear and'manifeft that he is qjiltein^ 
fenfibl^, far from being comfi XQ that true 

converfiou 
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coirretfiofi of heart whtdi makes him defins 
to tofe the Qteator as moch as before he had 
krred the creatme ? 

What do yoifc mean» ^d the Father to 
me? That would be a true contki- 
TioN. You do not feem to know. Sir,, as 
fiither PiNTERAu fays in the 2. p. p» 50* of 
Abbei>EBoisic,"That all our Fathers una- 
^* nimoiiily affimt that it is an error^ na^al** 
'^ moft herefy to £sLy that contriticm is necef- 
^^ fary y or that attrition akme, arifing £>lely 
^^ from the Ibar of hell, which koeps tfao 
^^ will from fin, is not fufficient, (foe falva-^ 
*^ tion) widi: the Sacrament'' How! Father! 
Is it almofl an article of £uth, that attrition 
proceeding fblely from the fear of torment; 
is all that is required with the SacramQnt ! I 
believe this^ dodiine is peculiar to your order. 
For odbers^ who believe attiitioa with the 
Sacrament to be fufiicient, fay that it ought 
to be mixed with fbme fort of £ove> atlcaft 
jbr G0D4 And if I mifl^ke not, your own au«^ 
thors were' not fa fure of this dodrine fome 
tme 'ago, For your father S u a R R z Dfc 
]Poen,,q. 90. an 4. difp. 15. fed. 4. n; 17^ 
fpeaks of it. in this manner ; ^^ Though it 
- * be a probable opinion' that attrition: with 
l^ the §a^Qi$Qt )s fufiictent, yet it is not 

certain, 
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*^ certain, and it may be falfe : Non eft cer-^ 
?' ta, et poteft efe falfa. And if falfe, 
*^ thenatt^itionisnotfufiicienttofaveaman^ 
^^ he therefore, who goes out of the world, 
^^ knowingly, in that condition, expofes him^ 
^^ felf voluntarily, I mean in a moral fenfe, 
*^ to the danger of eternal danmation. For 
*^ this opinion is neither very ancient nor very 
^^ common : Nee valde antiqua^ nee mul- 
^^ turn communis. Nor does your father San*- 
CHEZ find it Co certain ; for he fays in his 
Sununary, 1. i.e. 9. ri. 34. ** That a dy- 
<^ ing man and his ccHifeflbr who fhould be 
*^ fatisfied with attritbn and the Sacrament 
^^ in his lafl: moments, would both be guilty 
^^ of a mental fin, on account of the great 
^^ danger of damnation, to which the peni* 
^^ tent would expofe himfelf, if this opinion, 
^^. (that attrition joined to the Sacrament is 
** fufRcient) fhould not be true." Nor Co- 
ld itol us, when he fays, Refp. Mor. 1. !• 
q. 32. n. 7, 8. ** That he is not too fure, 
** that attrition vrith the Sacrament will 
" do/' 

llere the ^)od Father flopped me. What, 
£ud he, do you read our authors ? You do ve- 
ry well, but you flill do will better not to read 
them without fome of us. Do not you fee, 

that 
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that from reading by yourfelf, you conclude 
that thefe pai&ges bear hard upon thofe who 
maintain the prefent dodtrine of attrition , 
wherej^s we cx)uld have fliewn you how niuch 
they advance the glory pf it's advocates. 

For, what glory is it, for our Fathers of 
thefe times, to (ee their opinion difperfe itfelf 
with fuch rapidity fo generally throughout the 
world, that (divines excepted) there js hardly 
any body but who believes the dodrine of 
attrition as now maintained by them, to have 
been the only belief of the faithful, froni 
the very firft planting of Chriftianity ? Whea 
you demonftrate therefore from our own Fa- 
thers, that but a few years ago this opinion 
was doubtful, what is that but a proof, that 
our lateft authors muft have the honour of 
it*s eftablifhment ? 

For which reafbn, our intimate friend Di- 
ana thought he could oblige us in taking 
notice of the fteps by which we brought it 
to perfection: this he does p. 5. tr. 13* 
where he fays ** That formerly the old fcho- 
laftics maintained that contrition was ne-- 
oeffiiry immediately after committing 
any mortal fin ; and that fome timeiii^ce 
it was not believed necessary but on 
holy dayss wd liocerthat^ only when fooii 
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** great calamity threatened a whole nation : 
** that according to ibme^ contrition ought 
not to be put off, when death advances 
apace. But that our Either H u r t a d o 
and Vasqjjez have refuted all thefe (pi- 
nions excellently well^ and have determine 
*^ ed the point thus : that no man is obliged 
'* to contrition but when he cannot be ab* 
*' folved without it, or is at the point of 
•^ death." 

But to proceed in the wonderful progrefs 
of this doftrine, I muft add^ that fath^ F A« 
OUNDEZ, PrsBC. 2. t. 2. c. 4. n. 13. Gra-^ 
NADOS in 3. p. contr. 7. d. 3. fe£t. 4. n. 17. 
and Escobar tr. 7. ex. 4. n. 88. in the 
Pradice of our fociety, have decided, "That 
•* contrition is not neccflary even at the laft 
•* gafp : becaufe, fay they, if attrition with 
^ the Sacrament is not fufBcient at the hour 
•* of death, it would follow, that attrition 
*^ would not be fufHcient with the Sacra* 
•* ment." 

And our learned Hurt a do De Sacr. d. 
6. quoted by Diana, part. 4. tr. 4. Mifcell. 
r. 193. and by Escobar, tr. 7. ex. 4. n. 
9 1 . goes yet further ; pray liften : *^ Is the 
" forrow which arifes only from the tempo- 
*J ral mifchief which fin brings upon us^ 

*' fuch 
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fupb a$ lofs of health, or eftate, a [falur 
tary or] fufpciejit forrow ? Here we muft 
diftingui/h. Jf we do not think that thefe 
evils are brought upon us by the hand of 
** God, this forrow is not iiifficient. ^uj 
" if we believe that tbofe evils are inflidled 
by the hand of Gop, (for in reality all e- 
vil, as Diana feys, (except fin) cometh 
from him) this forrow is fufficient." E s- 
COBAR fays the fame in the Praftice of our 
fociety, and fo docs father Francis i,'Amy, 
t 8. difp. 3, n. 13. 

Father, faid I, you really furprife me ; 
fQr I fee nothing in all this attrition, that h 
above nature } and at that rate a finner m^y 
make himfelf worthy of abfolution, with" 
out any fupernatural grace ; and every body 
knows that that was condemned as here- 
tical by the Council of Trent. I fhould think 
fo too, fays the Father, but yet it is certainly 
Qtherwife ; for our cafuifts of Clermont-col- 
lege maintained in their difputations held 
there the twenty third qf May, and the fixth 
of Jimc, 1644. ^^^* 4- ^- ^' " That attri- 
tion may be fufficient and pious enough 
for abfolution, although it be not fu- 
pernatural/' And in thofe of Augufl: 
1643. ^^ Natural attritioq is fufficient fojr 

** the 
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" the Sacrament, provided it be but an ho- 
" neft attrition : Ad facramentum fufficit 
** attritio naturalis^ modb bonefta.*' 

Xhere is nothing more to be faid on this 
point, unlefs it be to draw an eafy confe- 
quence from the premifles, viz. that cdntri- 
tion is fo little neceflary to the Sacrament, 
that il would be rather a detriment to it ; 
becaufe as it effaces fin by it's own efficacy, 
it would leave nothing for the Sacrament to 
Jto ; which is what father Valentia, a 
celebrated Jefuit affirms, tom. 4. difp. 7. q. 
8. p. 4. ** Contrition is not at all neceflary 
*' towards obtaining the principal effedt of 
** the Sacrament, but on the contrary is ra- 
** ther an obflacle : Inib obftat potius quo mi- 
^ nh effeBui [equatur^ One cannot wi{h 
for any thing more to the advaqpge of at* 
trition. 

So I think. Father, faid I. But give me 
leave to tell you my thoughts of the matter^ 
and fhew you to what an extravagance this 
dodlrine leads you : when you fay, ** That 

attrition arifing from the fole dread of 

torment, is fufficient with the Sacrament 
" to juftify finners, does ie not follow that a 
^^ man may all his life long expiate his fins by 
•* this contrivance, and fa be faved, withn 

« out' 
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*' ottt fo much as loving God once in his 
•* life? Will your Fathers dare to fupport 
^* this argument ? 

Bjr your quefliion, feplied the Father, I 
fee very well that you want to know, what 
is the dodrine of our Fathers concerning the 
LOVE of Gob. It is the finiftiing ftroke of 
their morality, and the moft important of all, 
as ydu might have underftood by the paffages 
quoted concerning contrition. But I am go- 
kig to prefect you now with fome others 
that are more particular in relation to the 
tovE of God. Fray do not interrupt me, 
fbr they are very remarkably confiderable for 
their confequcnces. In Escobar, who has 
colle(33Bd the various opinions of our Fathers 
on this fubjeifl, in the praftice of the love of 
God by our fociety, tr. i. ex. 2. n. 21. 
and tr. 5. ex. 4. n. 8. you have this queftion: 
** When, or at what time is a man obliged 
** to have an aftual love or afFeftion for 
•* God ?'* SuAREz fays, •^ it is enough to 
'^ love him a little before we die," without 
fixing any time. Vasquez, *^ That it is 
'* enough to love him at the point of death/* 
Others " at baptifm^*' fome ** at the feafons 
*** of contrition ;" others " upon feftivals/* 
But our fatherC ASTRO Pa LAO oppofes^ 
' Vol. I R and 
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and joffly too, Cfciy ooe of didb opiniMr,' 
witritQ. HuRTADo D£ Mbnimza pretends 
to iay/^ That weare obliged to love faimxince 
'* eveiy year, and that we are well off iirnot 
^ being oUigied to bve him oftner/* Bat 
£ither Con ink believes that ^ ih^ ar6 
^^ bonnd to do it once in three OF four years."^ 
Henriqctez, " every five ycais/' And Fi- 
LiuTius fays/'It is probable diat we am ndt 
** rigcmxifly obl^j^ed to do it every fimffycars." 
When dien ? Why he refers it to^ any .wife 
mzxts own difcretion. * 

I let him go on with this ridicnloiis: fluff 
without interraption, though gready ^jd- 
cemedto fee with what infolence tfae^ijiint 
of fome men can make a mockery of tfte 
love of God. But, continued h^ Antro- 
N7 SiRMONO, one of our Fathers, whoinr- 
pa^s every body on this fubjcffc in his adrai-- 
rable book of the Defence of Virtue, (where 
he fpeaks plain French, as he'tdbtlie 
reader) difcourfes in the- following, nanoer : 
tr. 2.&a. I. p. 12; 13, :i4,.A?ti>*5:St. 
" Tfto MAS feys we are :oUigedl. t6 lore 
'' God as foon as he has^givsn tis ^hc iiie' of 
'^ reaibn. But that is a little 46c» feon.! Seb* 
'* Tt/s, every Sunday. WhaiifoUiviatlctoJlas 
;' he for that? Others iii (iaies ilifo.ilrohg 
1 1* temptations. 
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^ tcmftatiaoBi. : 4yf If Acrcwaf iiQ.;Otiicf: 
f* way to avoid it. Scot us,, that after 
5« . ibme> great mercy tciqdhred from God, It h 
.^^ not amift to thank him for it. Others, at the 
f f point of death. That is a little too late^ 
5^ Neither do I believe it neceflary at eveiy 
^^ time anyof iheiacrameots are adminifti^ed : 
*^ attrition with cotiS^ifM^ if you can come 
^^ at it conveniently, will do well enough. 
^* SiTARBz fays, he is fure we are obliged 
^ to love Oon fome time or other. . Ay^ 
•• but when ? Why you are to be }ud^ of 
f^ that, for he knows nothing of the mattpr/' 
Now if fuch a dodlor as Suarez knows no- 
thing cf the matter,! do not know who does. 
^And he concludes at laft that . in ftri<3nef$ 
we are only obl%ed to. keep the other, conv- 
mands without having any afie^on forGop, 
Qt our hearts the leaft incUned to love him ; 
provid^jwe do not hate him : and this he 
proves ^roughout his whole iecood treatife. 
You will fee it in every page, but more par- 
^culariy inthe 16, 19, 24 and 28, where 
«re the& words : ^* Gop, in ironuoaodyig us 
f^ to love him> ia fatii^^d if we obey him 
^' in his odier convnandments/' If Gon 
had &id,.^^ Though you keep my command- 

[^ meats, ever b weU, X will dawn you, if 

R 2 , ''you 
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^ yaa dor not moreover gwe me your htaaX 
^^ and ai&£)ioii8 ; do you think that liug 

^ motive wouU have beeii iinll picpootiofied 
to that end and dc%n which Go v soay* 
and ought to have? It. is therefore &^ 
tibat yn {hall love Gon b^ doing hisf 
will) in the fame manner as if we loved 
him affedionatcly, and had no otiier fatafi 
hot that of charity, itftlf. ^lould ihzt 
be really the caie, & much the fa^ttnr : but 
if not, we ftiU do not fail ftn^y toobey 
the commandment of love, wJuleweper-i 
£>mi the works thereof t fb that (obfisnro thd 

^ goodnefs of Gon) we are not ib. moch 
commanded tolovehk9> as we arenottxy 

hate hita.** 

- Thus have our Fathers dildb$r]ged : men 
from the PAINFUL obligation of loving 6dd 
W^h attdiei^ hearts. > And this doftrine is of 
that ifiiportance^ that £idm Anmax, Piar# 
ssRF^u', Lb Moi^ie, and eyes A. SiRr 
M o N p have floutly defended k^ wheoerer 
it tKW attacked : as you may fte in tfcek an«^ 
fwcrs to the Moral Theoldgy, fantpartiaklaiiy 
inthatoffatherPiHT£]t£<AU, 2. p^. of Abbe 
bbBoIsic^ P- 53* where yoa may jii^ of 
the value of this di^cn&tian by' the price 
^hieh. it coft^ which was «a left :tiMii the ^ 

; blood 
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t^DodofjEs^tisCHiRiaT. Bat ^^v^criyo^B^ 

tfais: (toariiwje, tba* h f<«$ you frcf firona; thft 
TR«HRL»soM duty pf loirii^ <^p, ^fiifich 

if the gneat privUege tha( the Cbn^%t»^ j^vijb 
abwodic Jfew«* *' It WIS ^afonafetej f»y» Mi 
V that by the kw of g?»c9 in th* Now T^ft^^j 
V. mcnt^ God ihonkl biJ(e olF thi^ troublc}i(cyQ 
^ and difficult duties of i^. law of ?%^r^ 
^^ which oHiged nvsn to ad:& of perfe^: <x)g«t 
*/ tritkm bcf<w» they ccwW be jaftlfi«4 an4 
^^ that be ftoald iaftittite certam Sacr^meQii 
*^ to fiif^ly all aui: dafeifts, fey the* h^^ qf 
1^ ncaos more eafy to be per^rm^ ; Qjt|MPifwiil$ 
^f ChrijQJaiB who are the (:fayUdre9> cmH 90t 
^ niam eafily i^ecover tlw good ^^mt of ^eir 
*^ father, than the Jews who weiv the Hay^ 
i^ CQDld dbtain mewy j&om tbefe Gop/" - ' 
O Father, faid I, you driv^ to» bc^f^ alt 
patience. I eannot hear widbout hof tor ^at 
yon havehecn teUing ms» Uk a9l I t^j^ 
tdlyou fo^ lays jthe Father, i ii(n^fr thiH 
as: weii as yo(tt, &id I : but yt»i*hvf9 %<ft M 
v€ifioa to it, nay "fo fax Bn yoxi.ftc^i&t^-f 
isg the authors of thefe maxioi^^ t^t yoa 
faairethemin the highest efteeim Yoir'iKighc 
tatremble for feat your coi^t^ ihoujd iv^lie 
you a. pairtaher of their Crimea : and V^^fOA 
te^aonwt that:^t^ Pafi* jnd^es q^tjoii^ 

the 
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l6e workers of wickednefs to be wortMy 
IScBthy but thoie alfe who confented thereto ? 
' Was it not enough by your palliatives to 
^ow men fuch liberty in fb many things, 
^boo^ prohibited, but you muft alfo give 
tliem ah opportunity to commit unpardonable 
erlmes, by tifiat eafe and afiurance whkh yoii: 
give them of abfolution, though you deib^y 
for that end the power of the pricfthood, by 
obliging them, rather like flaves than judges^ 
toabfolve the.moft inveterate finners, with« 
out their change of life, without any othet 
ilgns of regret but promifes and vows an hun- 
ted times broken, without penance, ** ex- 
** cept they have a mind to it,'* and witlnrnt 
Ib^&k&g or quitting the temptations of Hb^ 
^^ if it ihould occafion them any fort of ia- 
^ convenience V^ 

But you go ftill farther } and the licence 
wiiidb you have taken, how does it fhake the 
mo^ holy ruksof Chriftian condud, and ex^ 
tend even to the entire deftru£lion of the law 
o? God I You vidate ** the great conw 
^' nutndment which contains both the hw 
•^ aniJ' thc^ |)rophets, you ftab piety to the 
*^ lieartby queftching die (pirit, which is the 
** *rtfy Ite of it/' You declare that the love 
inf Cod is unneceflary to falvadons pay 
*' you 



